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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

HOPE CREEK GENERATING STATION
DOCKET NO. 50 354
UNIT NO.1
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT NO. 97 029 00

Dear Sir:

This Licensee 'asent Report entitled ' Technical Specification Prohibited Condition -
Mistakenly Removed Snubber Due to Personnel Error" is being submitted pursuant to
the requirements of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B).

Sincerely,

>[
Mark Bezilla
General Manager
Hope Creek Operations
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Technical Specification Prohibited Condition: Mistakenly Removed Snubber Due to Personnel Error
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Lisa Kepisy, Senior Staff Engineer. Licensing and Regulation (609)339 1106
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On November 18, 1997, during implementation of a Design Change Package
(DCP) to replace snubber 1-P-BC-144-H002 ca the Residual Heat Removal
shutdown cooling suction line, Inservice inspection / Inservice Testing
(ISI/IST) personnel identified that the snubber had been mistakenly removed
during Hope Creek's fourth refueling outage in 1992 as part of a snubber
reduction DCP. The apparent cause of this event is attributed to personnel
error. Specifically, ISI/IST personnel failed to use the approved snubber
reduction DCP to generate the work orders to remove individual snubbers in
accordance with the DCP in .992. Corrective actions were taken to install
the snubber, verify required enubbers were installed per design, and hold
personnel accountable. An analysis will be performed to determine the
effects on the ability of the piping to perform its intended safety
function. This Technical Specification prohibited condition is being
reported under the provisions of 10CFR50.73 (a) (2) (i) (B) .
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PLANT AND SYSTDI IDENTIFICATION

G3neral Electric - Boiling Water Reactor (BWR/4)
Residual lleat Removal / Low Pressure Coolant Injection System (BWR) - {BO/-)*

Energy Industry Identification S codes and component function
id:ntifier codes appear an (SS/CC) ystem (EIIS)
*

REtifIFICATION OF QCQlEBENCE

Discovery Date: November 18, 1997
Problem Report: 971118339

CONDITIONS PRIOR '1V OCCURRENCE

At the time of discovery, the plant was in OPERATIONAL CONDITION 4 (COLD
SHUTDOWN) for llope Creek's seventh refueling outage (RF07). No other
structures, systems, or components were inoperable at the time of discovery
that contributed to the event,

pESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE

On November 18, 1997, Juring implementation of a Design Change Package
(DCP) to replace snubber 1-P-BC-144-H002 on the Residual lleat Removal
shutdown cooling (RHR SDC) suction line, Inservice inspection / Inservice
Testing (ISI/IST) personnel identified that the snubber had been removed.
Investigation revealed that snubber 1-P-BC-144-H002 had been mistakenly
removed as part of a snubber reduction DCP during Hope Creek's fourth
refueling outage (RFO4) in'1992. In accordance with llope Creek Generating
Station (HCGS) Technical Specifications (TS), a snubber inoperable for
greater than 72 hours requires that the supported system be declared
inoperable. The TS action required in lieu of meeting the Limiting
Condition for vperation (LCO) for RHR SDC is to demonstrate the operability
of at least one alternate method capable of decay heat removal within one
hour and at least once per 24 hours thereafter; otherwise, suspend all
operations involving an increase in the reactor decay heat load and
establish SECONDARY CONTAINMENT INTEGRITY within 4 hours. This action
statement was not met during Hope Creek's fifth, sixth, or seventh
refueling outages. Since the TS LCO was not met and the associated TS
actions were not satisfied, a condition prohibited by the TS occurred,
which is reportable under the provisions of 10CFR50.73 (a) (2) (1) (B) .
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APPARENT CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE

The apparent cause of this event is attributed to personnel error.
Specifically, ISI/IST personnel failed to use the approved snubber
reduction DCP to generate the work orders to remove individual snubbers in
accordance with the snubber reduction DCP during RF04 in 1992.

ASSE8,{NENT OF SAETY CONSEQUENCES AND IMPLICATICNS

The function of snubber 1-P-BC-ll4-l!002 is to provide seismic restraint of
the RilR SDC line. Since llope Creek has not experienced a seismic event,
there havs been no adverse affects or damage to the piping. Preliminary
evaluation provides reasonable assurance that the RiiR shutdown cooling line
would be capable of performing its intended safety function during a
seismic event with the snubber removed. This reasonable assurance is based
upon the existing margins as specified in the current piping / support
analysis and the allowable stress values provided in Appendix F of the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers Code. Based on the above, there
were no safety consequences or implications involved as a result of the
mistakenly removed snubber. The public health and safety was not affected.

PREVIOUS OCCURRENCES

Within t he past two years, there have been no reportable occurrences of TS
prohibited conditions resulting from incorrectly implemented DCPs.

CORRECTIVE _ ACTIONS

1. On November 19, 1997, snubber 1-P-BC-114-!!002 was installed.

2. A visual inspection of the affected piping was conducted and no defects
were identified.

3. A snubber walkdown was conducted and confirmed that all required
snubbers were installed per design.

4. The details of this event, including the importance of using approved
documen*s, have been discussed with the ISI/IST and planning personnel.

5. The ISI/IST personnel involved have been held accountable for their
actions in accordance with PSE&G's disciplinary policy.
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6. Analysis to determine the effects of the mistakenly removed snubber on
the capability of the RHR shutdown cooling piping to perform its inter.ded
safety function will be completed by January 20, 1990.
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