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On November 13, 1997, Illinois Power (IP) personnel were investigating an issue
where a scaffold was found partially supported b'f the Low Pressure Core Spray
(LPCS) [BO) room area cooler, IVY 0ls [CLR). The effect that this scaffold had
on the room cooler could not be positively determined; therefore, the room
cooler was concluded to be inoperable due to seismic qualification concerns.
The IVYO15 room cooler is a support component for the LPCS system, therefore,
inoperability of the room cooler causes the LPCS system to be inoperable. The
scarfold was built in November, 1994, to perform preventive maintenance on the
IVYO1S room cooler. Because of radiation dose rates ir. the area (bu& without
proper consideration given to the impact of the scaffold), a decision was made
to leave the scaffold up for future use to reduce worker radiation exposure.
The cause for this event was a failure to comply with CPS procedure 8901.10,
" Scaffold Erection /Use/ Dismantling." The corrective actions for this event
include modifying the scaffold in accordance with CPS procedure 8901.10 to
ensure it does not affect the seismic qualification of plant equipment,
briefing appropriate personnel on this incident and CPS procedure 8901.10, and
performing a walkdown of existir.g scaf folds to ensure the requirements of CPS
procedure 8901.10 are mut.
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DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

on October 29, 1997, at approximately 1310 hours, it was discovered that one of the lege of
o ccaf fold erected in the Low Pressure core Spray [80) room was being supported by the
IVY 018 room cooler [CLR). The purpose of this room cooler is to maintain the environmental
quolification of LPCS room components. Failure of the room cooler could result in LPCS
room atmospheric conditions exceeding design limitations, thus potermially preventing the
LPCS system from performing its safety function. Condition Report 1-97-10-535 was written
to investigate and track this issue, and on October 30, 199., the scaffold was modified to
en:ure the seismic qualification of the arer cooler was not compromised. During the
investigation into this event it was determined that the Nuclear Station Engic.eering
D partment (NSED) had not approved this condition as required by Clinton power station
(CP8) ptocedure 8901.10, " Scaffold Erection /Uce/ Dismantling." NSED could not positively
d:termine the effect that this scaffold had on the 1VY018 room cooler; therefore, on
N3vember 13, 1997, they conservatively concluded that this condition caused the room cooler
to be inoperable.

Th3 seaffold was originally built in November 1994. At that time the plant was in Mode 1
(Power Operation), at approximately 100 percent power. The scaffold was erected for
performing preventive maintenance (PH) task PTEVYA001 on the IVY 018 room cooler. Because
of radiation dose rates in the area, a dcision was made to leave the scaffeld up for
future use to reduce worker radiation exposure.

In response to this event, no automatic or manually initiated safety system responses were
n:cessary to place the plant in a safe and stable condition. This event was not affected
by othes inoperable equipment or components.

CAUSE OF EVENT

Th3 cause of this event was failure to comply with CPS Procedure 8901.10, ' Scaffold
Ercetion/Use/ Dismantling." This procedure requires that a minimum clearance be maintained
b: tween scaffolding and plant equipment without NSED approval. This procedural requirement
was not followed when building the scaffold in the LPCS pump room.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

Th3 scaffold being parcially supported by the LPCS room cooler was modified in accordance
with CPS Procedure 8901.10 to ensure the seismic qualification of plant equipment. A walk--
drwn will be performed to ensure existing scaffolds meet the requirements of CPS procedure
8901.10. Appropriate personnel will be briefed on this incident and CPS procedure 8901.10.
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ANALYSIS OF EVENT

This event is reportable under the provisions of 10CFR$0.73 (a) (2) (1) (B) and 10CFR50.73
(c) (2) (ii) (B). Operable-operability as defined by the Technica'. Specifications requires
th:t a system, subsystem, division, -omponent, .4 device shall be operable or have

operability when it is cupable of performing its specified safeef function (s) and when all
n:cessary attenda.it instrumentation, controls, normal or emergency electrical power,
tooling and seal water, lubrication, and other auxiliary equipment that are required for
the system, subsystem, division, component, or device to perform its specified asfety
function (s) are also capable of performing their safety-related support function (s). The
1VYO18 LPCs roem cooler provides a support function for the LPCs system. Because the
Jc:fiold resting on the room cooler rendered the 1VYO18 room cooler inoperable due to
coismic qualification, the LPCs system was outside its design basis and inoperabin for
cpproximately 3 years. Additionally, the Required Action under Technical specification
Liciting condition for operation 3.5.1 for an inoperable ECCS injection / spray subsystem
rcquires that operability be restored within 7 days. Becauce the scaffold was not
id:ntified as causing tse LPCS system to be inoperable, this action was not taken.

This event has potential safety significance. During a seismic event, in conjunction with
o Loss of coolant Accident (LOCA), it is possible that the 1VYO18 room cooler could be
damaged and rendered inoperable. Failure of the room cooler could result in LPCs room
etmospheric conditionn exceeding design limitatione preventing the LPCs system from
performing its safety function.

ADDifIONAL INFORMATION

No equipment or components failed during this event.

Illinois Power has not reported in recent history an event involving a scaf fold causing
quipment to be declared inoperable due to seismic qualifications. However, a Notice of

Violation was issued in inspection report 50-461/97011 for CPS procedure 8901.10, " Scaffold
Ercetion/Use/ Dismantling," not specifying the performance of an appropriate stress analyses
wh n attaching scaffolding to the minimum flow line piping for the "B" residual heat
removal (Bo] pump. In response to this violation, IP performed a walkdown of existing
ceOffolds but the scaffold affecting the operability of the LPCs room cooler was not
id:ntified.

For *urther information on this event contact Richard Matthews, Project Specialist, at
(217) 935-8881, extension 3188.

,.nc #om am i4 su


