Pate: July 1, 1992
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PN39338

his preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events
©f POSSIBLE safety or public interest signiricance. The
information ie as initially received without verification or

evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the Region I
staff on this date.

Facility: kicsoses Eusrgsney Classltication

Consumers Power Company = General Emergency
Palisades Nuclear Power Station Site Area Emergency
Covert, Michigan - ST

——nusual Event
DOCKket No, 50-255 NI

’

Subjeot; HIGHLY RADIOACT'VE OBJECT PFOUND IN REFUERLING AREA

On July 1, 1993, the licenses discovered a highly radicactive
object on the floor of the upender-tilt pi: in the refusling area
of the containment. Kefueling had been comp.” ted, the reactor
head had been placed on the vessel, and the refeling area was
being decontaminated and drained at the time.

The object, which is about 6 feet long and 1/4 to 1/2 Anch in
diaweter, has rot been identified. The raajation measuregments on
Lhe object were 6,000 to 8,000 rems per hour at contact and 200
rems per hour at a distanve ¢f 1 foot, It is currently covered
with several feet of water and radiation levels are #lightly
elevated above normal background-I&Nels. There have been no
radiation overexposures as a result of this event.

A conference call was conducted between the NRC and the licensee
at 1 p.m. (EDT) on July 1, 1993, to discuse the facts surrounding
the event. Based on the mrasured radiation levele and initial
review of video taken of the upender-tilt Pit area, the licensee
believes that the object may be a portion of a fuel rod. However
more investigative efforts are neceseary before that agsassnent
can be confirmed., The licensee has temporarily stopped all
activities assocviated with reactor head ingtallation and in the
spant fuel pool to foous on the identirication and recovery of the

object, 'he licensee will review its recovery plians with the NRC
before beginning recovery of the object,

The resident inspection staff is monitoring the licensee’s

activities, A Region 111 (Chicago) radiation specialist has bean
dispatched to the Palisades site.

'he State of Michigan will be notifled. The information in this
preliminary notification has heen reviewed with the licensea,

Region 111 was notitied of this event Py the resident inspection
staff at 7:40 a.m. (EDT) on July 1, 1993, This information is
Current as of 2:30 p.m. (EDT) on July 1, 1993,
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