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Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
ltems of Interest
week Ending December 5, 1997

On Nevember 20, 1997, Ron Gardner, Cnief, Engineering Specialist Branch 2,
Region 111, Patrick Madden, Semior Fire Protection Engineer, Fire Prote-tion
Engineering Section, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) and Robert
Pulsifer, Project Manager for Quad Cities. NRR, met with Commonwealth Edison.
the lirensee, at Ouad Cities. This was a working meeting to discuss the status
of post-fire safe shutdown issues and review short term modifications and the
re-assessment and rewrite of the post-fire safe shutdown procedures.

The Quad Cities Individual Plant Examination for External Events (IPEEE)
identified a core damage frequencz (CDF) due to fire events of 5£-03 yr'.

The primary factor for this high COF 1s attributed to outage induced post-fire
safe shutdown equipment un-availabilities (due to the reliance on opposite
unit plant equipment to safely shutdown the fire affected unit) and the large
number of manual operator actions needed to achieve and maintain post-fire
safe shutdown conditions.

On September 26, 1997, the licensee identified deficiencies with the Quad
Cities Eost-f1re safe shutdown procedures. Because of these deficiencies and
the lack of confidence in their associated circuit analysis (fuse breaker
coordination of 480VAC. 250VDC, and 125VDC shutdown loads). the licensee
declared all Appendix R post-fire safe shutdown paths inoperable and entered
its 67-day administrative limiting condition for operation (LCO) for both
units. This LCO expired on December 2, 1997. As a result of this condition
the licensee decided to shutdown Unit 2 (cold shutdown).

In reseonse to this condition. the licensee instituted a reassessment program
to evaluate the technical bases which support the post-fire shutdown logic and
manual actions. This program identified several concerns related to adequacy
of these procedures and their ability to aid the operators in achieving and
maintaining post-fire safe shutdown conditions. To address these concerns,
the licensee developed and implemented a new interim safe shutdown methodology
(ISSM) until 1t can implement its long term post-fire safe shutdown

mod: fications (1.e, unit specific dedicated post-fire safe shutdown system).
To justify the continued operation of Unit 1, the licensee committed to have
the ISSM operational by December 2, 1997. The intent of the ISSM was to
simplify operator actions and reduce the fire-induced spurious operation
concerns. To support ISSM implementation. the licensee had to make certain
plant modifications (1.e., reroute the 4. 1Kv station blackout (SBO) diesel
generator power cables. provide a 3-hour fire resistive enclosure for a
drywell penetration and associated ADS cables. address spurious start of HPCI
and RCIC pumps) .

The licensee field verified its I5SM procedures on November 24, 29, and 30.
The plant modifications necessary to support ISSM implementation were
scheduled to be completed by December 1, 1997. The licensee in the

DECEMBER 5, 1997 ENCLOSURE A



November 20, 1997. meeting stated that the ISSM method would comply with
Ap?endtx R. In addition, the licensee committed to perform an independent
self assessment of the Quad Cities fire protection program. This self
assessment will be based on the NRC's proposed FPFI inspection procedure and
will be completed by May 1, 1998,

During a conference call on December 1. 1997, the licensee informed NRR and
Re?ion 111 that it had performed an operability assessment and intended to
exit the LCO by declaring 1ts Unit 1 ISSM approach operable but degraded.
During this call, the staff and the licensee discussed the degraded conditions
and the adequacg of the interim compensatory measures and corrective actions.
Specifically, the staff was concerned that the ISSM operability assessment,
for alternative shutdown, did not address compliance with Section I11.L.1 of
Appendix R by demonstrating that the reactor coolant process variables will be
maintained within those predicted for a loss of normal AC. For those
conditions where the plant needs to be shutdown from outside the control room,
the procedure relied on other manual control room actions (other than a
reactor scram) to be completed prior to its abandonment. In addition, the
staff was concerned with the lack of radiant energy heat shield protection for
the temgorary SBO diesel generator cables routed adjacent to the MG-sets on
the turbine operating floor, the operational time line analysis and entr%
conditions for the 15SM, and the preventative maintenance schedule for the SBO
diesel generators. The staff also expressed concern that, under certain
conditions, the ISSM approach places the plant voluntarily in a station
blackout (SBO) while busses are being str1gggd and essential safe shutdown
loads are being aligned and loaded on the diesel generator. The licensee
indicated that it would consider these concerns in its final determination.

On December 1, 1997, around 21:00 hours (CST), the licensee declared the ISSM
operable and exited the 67-day LCO.

On December 2. 1997, a follow-up conference call was held with the licensee.
The licensee indicated that they would be installing radiant energy heat
shields to protect the SBO cables from an MG-set e, relying on the shift
supervisor to make the determination as to when tc ™lement the ISSM, that
they are going to develop an action plan to evaluai - preventative
maintenance program for the SBO diese) generators, and that they have
initiated a problem identification form (PIF) which has requested engineering
to evaluate the ISSM's ability to meet Section III.L.1 of Appendix R. Based
on the information presented in the licensee's operability assessment, 1ts
additional compensatory measures, and their immediate short term
modifications, the staff concludes that the ISSM provides the reasonable
assurance needed to justify continued operation of Unit 1 until the planned
dedicated shutdown system is incorporated into the plant design.

Update on Callaway Axial Offset Anomaly

The axial offset anoma1¥ at Callaway was the subject of an inspection
November 17-21, 1997. The team consisted of two Reactor Svystems Branch (SRXB)
members., the team leader from Region IV, a chemist from tne Materials and

Chemical Engineering Branch (EMCB), and a contractor. The purpose was to
evaluate the licensee's actions with respect to axial offset anomaly including
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STATUS OF L.ICENSING SUBMITTALS THAT ARE REQUIRED FOR RESTART

Total ldentified (including the four TJAs) 4]
Awaiting initial submittal 4
Supplemental Information awaited 3
Received and review in progress 14
Comgleted / Closed 20

On November 6. 1997. in a telephone conference with the staff, FPC staced that
1t intends to make operability determinations and complete justifications for
concinued operation (JCOs), consistent with GL 91-18, Revision 1, for those
1icensing actions tha. will be deferred until after restart. T.e NRC staff
informed the 1icensee that the JCOs will be subject to audit. These will be
revirwed prior to plant restart.

2an Onofre Nuclear Generating Station, Units 2 and 3

San Diego Gas & Electric Company, a 20% co-owner of the San Onofre units, has
announced that it 1s planning to sell its interest in the San Onofre units.
Igecéaagg gguld review the qualifications of any new owners in accordance with
4 ' .

Southern California Edison (SCE), the operator and mijority owner of the San
Onofre units,. has announced the sale of 10 gas-fired generating plants with a
combined generating capacity of 7,532 megawatts for a total price of $1.115
billion. The g]ants were sold through an auction process at 2.65 times their
book value. The transactions are subject to regulatory approval (non-NRC) and
are scheduled to close in time for the Januacy 1. 1998 open1n? of the new
Power Exchange and Independent System Operatoi, as part of California’s
restructuring electricity market. As a side note, a number of SCE's large
customers have announced that they are planning to buz Eower from other
u$}11ties when the deregulation of electric power in California becomes
effective.

r lon - - Public Exi

on Thursday. December 11, 1997, at 10:00 a.m., the NRC Special Evaluation Team
will conduct a public exit meeting with the Clinton licensee (1111no1s Power

Company)

A br\efwng of the EDO by the SET team leaders will be conducted on Tuesday.
December 9, 1997, at 1:00 p.m.
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Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
Items of Interest
week Ending December 5, 1997

totanratad satanidls Part vl : foatas

On December 2-3, 1997, the Office of State Programs (0SP) and the Office of
Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards (NMSS), conducted training for the
Integrated Materials Performance Evaluation Program (IMPEP) team leaders and
team members The first day of training, attended by 35 Nuclear Regulatory
Commission staft members from OSP, NMSS and all four Regions, and by personnel
from 12 Agrzement States, covered the IMPEP process and materials performance
indicators. The second day of training focused on IMPEP team ieadership and
was ‘ed by a trainer sponsored by the NRC Office of Human Resources. Comments
from participants indicated the training was well received and helpful in
preparation for the FY 1998 IMPEP reviews.

Int St et & : Tachnical fomntttas Nasts

On November 24-28, 1997, Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
staff members part1c1gated in a technical committee meeting at the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 1n Vienna, Austria, to prepare a
technical report entitled, "Methodology for Investigation of Accidents with
Radiation Sources." The report provides a sample methodology for planning.
initiating, conducting, and documenting investigations of accidents involving
radiation sources. It is intended for use by licensees, r istrants,
regulatory authorities, and qualified experts participating at the
interaational or national level in investigation of accidents involving
exposure to radiation or radioactive substances.

Chem-Nuclear Svstems Proposes South Carolina Trust Fund

Chem-Nuclear Systems, Limited Liability Corporation (CNS). operator of the
Barrwell, South Carolina, low-level waste disposal facility, recentlg proposed
to industry an agreement to establish a South Carciina Trust Fund. Facility
customers would be asked to make a prepayment to the State in exchange for
availability of 25 years of future dwsgosa1 capacity at a predictable cost.

An up-front tax payment of $200 per cubic foot of disposal capacity reserved
(disposal allotment charge) would be depcsited in trust to establish a fund of
not less than $1 billion. A non-refundable commitment fee of up to $3.60 per
cubic foot of reserved disposal capacity would also be payable upon receipt of
the i1ndividual company commitments. Estimated fixed costs of operating the
facility over the 25 years would be shared by those reserving capacity on a
pro-rata basis and would be paid annually to CNS. This fee would be
contractuall{ set for the entire term of the agreement. Similarly, CNS would
set a scheduled disposal fee for any variable costs. In the event of
uncontrollable circumstances which deprived customers of the use of the
facility, any portion of the disposal allotment charge relating to disposal
capacity reserved but not used and interest thereon would be returned to the
customer.
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The funding agreemenxs would ot be effective unless legislation is enacted
consistent with the proposal. To provide the State with assurance that the
Trust will be funded, each user would be asked to sign a commitment letter by
January 16, 1998. CNS will not proceed with the proposal 1f 1t does not
receive commitments for at least five million cubic feet of disposal capacity.
If this lgvel of commitment 15 achieved, payment of the commitment fee
($3.60/ft") would be required on January 30, 1998. If the corresponding
legislation 1s enacted, payment of the disposal allotment charae ($200/ft®)
would be required on October 30, 1998. Customers that do not enter into
funding agreements will be required to make tax payments to the State in an
amount determined by the State as the waste 1s delivered. The proposal notes
that (N> cannot predict whether such tces will be increased above the level
currertly 1n effect. CNS is taking this action because of reduced revenues to
t-e State and the eroding economies of continued operation of the Barnwell
facvl\t{_ According to CNS, the ﬁrogosal is intended to maintain the Barnwell
disporal option whily providing the State with economic benefits from 1ts
operation.

deeting With Southern Nuclear

On December 2, 1997, Spent Fuel Projact Office staff members meL with
representatives of S~uthern Nuclear (SN) to discuss SN's plans for dry cask
ctorage at 1ts Hatch Nu, ‘ear Plant near Baxley, Georgia. Representatives of
Holtec International (Holtec), British Nuclear Fuels, Ltd.. Westinghouse,
[bex. and Bechtel also attended the mesting. Holtec's Hi-Storm dual purpose
cask system has becn chosen by SN for use under a general license at tie
proposed Hatch independent sg:nt fuel storage installation (ISFSI). At the
meeting. SMoalso ind*cated that it has organized its spent fuel pro?ram and
nas plans 1n place for the development of ISFSIs at each of its nuclear
plants SN 15 also a member of the Private Fuel Storage L.L.C consortium
which has applied for a license to build an ISFSI or the Reservation of the
Seuli Valley Band of Goshute Indians.
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Office for Analysis and Evaluation of Operational Data
Items of Interest
Week Ending December 5, 1997

Maintenance Rule Training

As part of the g;ocess for transferring the conduct of ilaintenance Rule
training from the program office to the Technical Training Division, a member
of the TID staff 9art1c1pated in a Maintenance Rule training class held
December 2-4, 1997 in Headquarters. The new Maintenance Rule couurse 15 being
developed from the initial training developed by NRR. TTD and NRR are working
together to develop formal standard course materials for the training. The
course will use a workshop/case study approach. The objective is to provide
inspectors with an understanding of how to review and evaluate implementation
of a performance-based regulation like the Maintenance Rule, and how to use
the final Maintenance Rule Inspection Procedure. Related to this project. a
Maintenance Rule overview section has been developed anc incorporated into the
Inspecting for Performance course and development of a new Maintenance Rule
Refresher course is planned.

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATIONS

1. PNO-1-97-073. Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Co. (Haddam Neck 1), STATUS
OF OFrSITE SURVEYS FOR CONTAMINATED BLOCKS

2. PNO-111-97-094, Wisconsin Electric Power Co. (Point Beach 1), UNIT 1
RESTART

3. PNO-111-97-095, S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc., NOTIFICATION OF DAMAGED
NUCLEAR GAUGE
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Office of Administration
Items of Interest
Week Ending December 5, 1997

MEN Roofton Cooling Tousr O ]

Tre main cooling towers on the OWFN rooftop are undergoing a complete overhaul
to ensure energy efficient operation and to reduce/prevent leakage that can
create roof damage from standing water. The work is expected to be completed
by the end of December 1997.

! . Yeaiat

On December 3, 1997, the Division of Contracts and Property Management (DCPM)
piloted 1ts Acquicition for Project Managers module, “"Closing Out the
Contract", for thirteen project managers (PM). This module focused on the NRC
Bgl1c1es and procedures for deob11?atzon of excess funds, closing contracts,

£ Laboratory Agreements, and evaluating the final performance of lhe
contractor. {ach participant received a course manual that will serve as a
reference tool for PMs in performing their day-to-day responsibilities.

A final rule that permits NRC iicensees to distribute a radioactive drug
containing one microcurie of carbon-14 urea to any person for “in vivo
diagnostic use was published in the Federa;Rzegister on December 2. 1997 (62

FR 63634). This final rule, which grants 5-12, makes the drug more
widely available and reduces costs to patients, insurers, and the health care
industry. The final rule becomes effective January 2. 1998.

Change, to Nuclear Power Plant Security Requirements (Part 73)

A final rule that amends the regulations applicable to nuclear power plant
securit{ by removing certain requirements associated with an internal threat
was published in the Federal Register on December 2, 1997 (62 FR 63640). The
action resulted from an NRC reconsideration of its nuclear power plant
physical security requirements to identify those that are mar 1na7 to safety.
redundant, or no longer effective. The final rule becomes effective

January 16, 1998.

Par 7

A direct final rule that amends the regulations to provide 1ight-water nuclear
power reactor licensees with greater flexibility in meeting the requirement
that licensees authorized to possess more than a small amount of special
nuclear material maintain a criticality monitoring system in each area where
the material is hanuled, used., or stored was published in the Federal Register
on Cacember 3, 1997 (62 FR 63825). The action is taken as a result of
experience gained in processing and evaluating a number of exemption requests
from power reactor licensees and NRC's safety assessments in response to these
requests. The direct final rule becomes effective February 17, 1998.
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The companion proposed rule to this direct final rule was published in the
Sederal gegigggr on December 3, 1997 (62 FR 63911). The comment period closes
anuary 2. -

Industry Codes and Standards ( Part 50)

A proposed rule that would amend NRC's regulations that incorporate by
reference a number of industry codes and standards applicable to nuclear power
Flant licensees was published in the Federal Register on December 3, 1997 (62
R 63892). The proposed rule would revice the requirements applicable to
construction, inservic~ inspection, and inservice testing of nuclear power
g;agt components. The comment period on this proposed rule closes March 3,
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Chief Information Officer
[tems of Interest
Week Ending December 5, 1997

Contract, janiturial services. (FOIA/PA-97-463)

Contract, SOL RS-ADM-98-141, building security services. (FOIA/PA-97-464)
IMPAC 1isting. (FOIA/PA-97-465)

IMPAC listing. (FOIA/PA-97-4ux:)

Personnel and security records on named individuals. (FOIA/PA-97-467)
Vacancy, Region IV Radigtion Specialist/Health Physicist. (FOIA/PA-97-468)
Milistone assessment panel (MAP). (FOIA/PA-97-469)

Contract, NRC-33-95-173, Ruland Assoc. (FOIA/PA-97-470)

Requests Completed:

97-313
97-387
97-396
97-407 (No PDR)
97-410 (No PDR)
97-423 (No PDR)
97-431 (No POR)
97-439
97-444
97-446 (No PDR)
G7-448 (No PDR)
97-450 (No PDR)
97-454 (No PDR)
97-462 (No PDR)
97-463 (No PDR)
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Office of Human Resources
Items of Interect
Week Ending December 5, 1997

Arrivals

BURROWS, Ronald PROJECT MANAGER (PFT)

CHANG, Lydia CHEMICAL ENGINEER (PFT)

ENGLAND, Jennifer REACTOR ENGINEER (PFT)

HIPSCHMAN, Thomas REACTOR ENGINEER (PFT)

STEWART, Belinda SECRETARY (OA) (PFT)

Retirements
WIEDER, Arnold RESOURCE ANALYST (PFT)

Departures

PLETTNER, Elden REACTOR ENGINEER (PFT,

VACCAROD, Michael Pg?PERTY MGMT ASST
(PFT)

*Transferred from Region II1I.
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Office of Public Affairs
Jtems of Interest
Week Ending December 5, 1997

Media Interest

Peter Crane. OGC., will be interviewed live on WCCO radio. Minneapolis, MN, on
the potassium i1odide issue.

Ias_gngggg*gn is printing a lengthy article on the economic situation at
WNP-2, including the NRC oversight panel, capacity factors, and the plant’s
enforcement history.

Press Releases

Headquarters:

97-178

NRC considers Changes to Regulations on Inadvertent
Criticality Requirements for Nuclear Power Plants

97-179

NRC Issues Safety Evaluation Report on New Mexico
Uranium Mining Project

_§g91ons:

[-97-152 NRC to Meet With PSE&G to Discuss Apparent Harassment
of Security Officer at Artificial Island

1-97-153 Note to Editors: Commission Briefing and Public Meeting
on Millstone Scheduled

1-97-154 NRC, Utility to Discuss Apparent Violations at Beaver
Valley

11-97-84 NRC and FPC to Meet December 12 to Discuss Restart
Stavus of Crystal River Nuclear Power Plant in Florida

111-97-104 NRC's Special Evaluation Team to Discuss Preliminary

Results of Clinton Nuclear Power Station Performance
Review

111-97-105

NRC Names New Senior Resident at Kewaunee Plant

DECEMBER 5, 1997

IvV-97-73 NRC Staff Proposes $110.000 Fine Against NPPD for
Violations at Cooper Nuclear Plant
IvV-97-74 NRC., STP to Discuss Apparent Violations at South Texas

Nuclear Plant

ENCLOSURE M



1. SECY-97-183

Office of the Secretary
Items of Interest
Week Ending December 5, 1997

Deci” fon Documents Released to the Public : ;
Document Date Subject ;

8/7/97

Criteria for Funding Agreement
State Training, Travel and
Technical Assistance

- SRM on 97-183

11/19/97

(s8me)

- Cummission Voting
Record on 97-83

11/17/97

(same)

Status of Staff Actions on Standard |

Racord on 97-237

Information Papers Reiease to the Public

2. SECY-97-227 10/3/97
‘ Review Plans for Antitrust Reviews
and Financial Qualifications and
Decommissioning-Funding-Assurance
Reviews
- SRM on 97-227 11/18/97 (same) I
- Commission Voting | 11/18/97 (same)
Record on 97-227
3. SECY-97-237 10/16/97 Memorandum of Understanding with
the Department of Energy
- SRM on 97-237 11/13/97 (same) <_]
- Commission Voting | 11/13/97 (same) :

2. SECY-97-271

Memoranda Release to the
1. M971030A48

DECEMBER 5.

1997

1. SECY-97-269 11/19/97 Weekly Informatior Report - Week
Ending November 14, 1997
11/20/97 Update on Status of Safety

Public
12/2/97

’ |

Evaluation Report on Proposed
Reduction in Augmented Examination
Requirements for Boiling Water
Reactor Pressure Vessels Pursuant
to 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(11)(A)

taff Requirements: All Employees
Meeting, 10:30 A.M. and 1 35 P .M.
Thursday. October 30. 19°










1alist. Ron Nimitz. on a radiation protection inspection at Calvert
Attt P i

shittaker Corporation

On December 2. 1997, NRC Region | issued a Confirmatory Action Letier tu
Whittaker Corporation for thuir site in Greenville, PA. This site 1s listed
on the Site Decommissioning Management Plan due to thoriated slag remaining
onsite from past metallurgical melting operations. Manufacturing operations
involving source material were terminated in 1974 A recent NRC inspection
found that licensed radioactive material in the form of this thoriated slag
has migrated beyond the fenced area and possibly into a nearby river.
Although the material 1s in a form that does not pose an immediate or near
term health and safety hazard, the licensee has agreed to recover all licensed
material outside the owner-controlled fenced area by December 19, 1997, and
also to rate a plan to ensure that the potential for any ‘uture migration
outside the owner-controlled fenced area 1s minimized. This g;gn will be
submitted to the NRC for review and approval by January 31. 1998.
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Region 11
Items of Interest
Week Ending December 5, 1997

Tennessee Valley Authority - Sequovah, Browns ferry

On December 2, NRR and Region 11 mancgement conducted a plant tour and
attended a management meeting at the Sequoyah Nuclear Plant regarding the
Operational Performance of the Sequoyah units. TVA management presented
performance indicators showing improved performance during a recent refueling
outage. as well as a reduction in the frequency of personnel errors.

On December 5, representatives from Tennessee Valley Authority were in the
Regional Office for a management meeting to discuss Browns Ferry self-
assessments of performance. TVA management presented critical evaluations of
performance in the areas of operations, maintenance, engineering, plant
support . and the effectiveness of the Nuclear Assurance organization.

florida Power and Light Company - St. Lucie

On December 3. representatives from Florida Power and L1?ht Company attended a
Fredecisional Enforcement Conference in the Region 11 Office to discuss
apparent violations regarding deficiencies in the maintenance. testing, and
curver lance of containment cooling fans identified in St. Lucie NRC
Inspection Report 50-335, 389/97-15.

Virgin ] r

Fopresentatives from Virginia Electric and Power Company were in the Regional
0ftice on December 4 for an Enforcement Conference to discuss Surry's apparent
violations 1nvolving inadequate vital bus isolation and breaker coordination
of Appendix R, Fire Protection Equipment, Reporting Requirements and
Inadequate Corrective Actions.

ll‘. o “gmﬂr ’ !KQDgg

Team leaders from two Augmented Inspections and one special inspection briefed
the ACRS on the findings of their re.pective inspections. These three
nspections were in response to the crack in a high pressure injection nozzle
on Unmit 2. the loss of two high pressure injection pumps on Unit 3, and a
problem with the emergency electrical supply generators.

florida Power - Lr

On December 3. the Deputy Regional Administrator and the Director of the
Division of Reactor Safety responded to a request from the Office of
Congressional Affairs and briefed Congresswoman Thurman (FL) on the status of
Crystal River 3 restart activit.es.
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Region 111
Items of Interest
Week Ending December 5, 1997

Predecisional Enforcement Conference - Zion

On December 1, 1997, a Predecisional Enforcement Conference was conducted in
the Region 111 Office, Lisle. 1111nois. between mana t representatives of
Commonwealth Edison Company and members of the NRC staff  The conference was
held to discuss possible violations of the utility's fitness-for-duty program
&t the Zion Nuclear Power Station. [he conference covered several instances
between September of last year and June of this year when the Zion plant staff
apparently did not follow the fitness-for-duty procedures when an employee may
have consumed alcohol prior to reporting for work.

Braigwooq SALP Public Meeting

On December 2. 1997, the NRC Region 111 Regional Administrator A. Bi1] Beach
and other members of the regional and headquarters staffs met at the Braidwood
Nuclear Power Station with representatives of Commonwealth Edison Company to
review the reccnﬂ{ issued Systematic Assessment of Licensee Performance
(SALP) report for the Braidwood plant.
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