PENNSTATE

Nuclear Regulutory Comniissior
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Re Rerortable Occurrence - TS 6.1.3.a(1)
| nse R-2, Docket No. 50-005

Dear Sir or Madam

I'his report is being submitted in accorlance with Sections 6.5.2 and 6.6.2 of the PSBR Technical
specitications (TS). Initial verbal not 1cations of this reportable occurrence were made to Richard
Dudley of the Non-Power Reactors and De mmissioning 2

Dragoun, Region 1 on Feuuary 9, 1998. The telephone notifications v ere confirmed in w riting
that sam® day by copies faxed to Mcrvin Mendonca, PSBR Project Manager and ' Tom Dragoun
witi: mail copy to the Document Control Desk

voject Directorate and to Tom
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I'S 6.1.3.a states in part: l'he minimum staffing level when the reactor is not secured shail be: (1)
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\ licensed operator present in the control room, in accordance with applicable regulations

Desceription of Event

On February 2, 1998 at approximately 9:35 AM, the duty SRO and an ope: e

trainee were

¢ nduct.ng Monday morning critical rod positions. The reactor power had been steacy for several
minules at dU watls; the reactor was 1n automatic control: and the trainee was recording hourly
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readings. A second SRO entered the control room to gather some 1n..rmation from the 1€€

regarding his type of dosimetry. At this point, the duty SRO asked the secord SRO to
momentanly take over while he perf. med a filter change for an air monitor .= *»2 reactor bay.
about 20 feet outside the control room. The second SRO agreed and the duty SRO left the control

room. The second SRC held a brief discussion with the trainse ..cquired
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trom the trainee and then walked out of tt

{ contr
[he duty RO was retumn

I y thie traitnge | o t thae 16 P
Ol TOOm eaving thae trainee aione at 'he consoie

Ing Lo the control room, observed the deparwure and immed:atelv re
enter2d the control roon The 1'3\!;‘\\'\'. time of the viuiation 1s estimated to be no more than nve (JH)
mndas
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SRO had just realized what he had done and was already rciurning o the contro n 1 he
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second SRV realized that a violatior of the TS had occurred a 1d reported the incident to the RSE(
Director
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I'he three individuals involved were interviewed ?'} the Director. Based on that initial review of the
event, two pertoimance 1ssues were identifiea. 1) The lack of a formal turnover between the two
SROs and 2) inattention on the part of the second SRO. Further interviews, counseling, and self
assessments by the three individuals invelved confirmed these issues: further they confirmed that
the reauirements of TS 6.1.3.a.(1) were !ui{} understood

When the second SRO entered the control room he was focused on ¢ mpleting a number of
administrative matters which included modifying the dosimetry currently 1ssued to several
operations personnel of whom the trainee was one. He fully understood he had been requested to
act as the SRO while the duty SRO left the control roo.n and he verLally accepted the SRO

]

responsibilities. Rather than changing his full attention and focus to the operation of the reactor, he
pursued acquiring the needed information regarding dosimetry from the trainee, and then with that
onginal task completed, left the control roo I'he trainee, after answering the SRO's questions
returned his attention to the console and the hour adings and did not notice the second SRO's

!

departure until he heard the bay door close and saw the duty SRO re-entering the control room

m

I'he second SRO was fully aware of the evoluuon 1n progre

morning traming session and cntical rod posit.on data gathering. Despite this knowledge
turnover should have involved a status brieling to ensuse that the second SRO w as aware of reactor

status. Since this was a momentary SRO coverage. there was vo formal turnove

no logbook entries were made. Thus, theire was neither a detatled verbal interchange nor a
physical action which would help cnange the focus of the secona SRO from his original inteat to
the responsibiities of reactor operation
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| pon receiving a verbal accepance of the duty by the second SRO, the regular duty SRO correctly
ssumed he was temnoranly 1
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iuring the morning checkout walkaround or by reguesting the trainee. the seconc

filter change. Both SROs thus allowed themselves

assuring sate reactor operation
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attention to detati and conformance

procedures. In this isolatry case, cach allowed themselves to have their attention diver
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their primary role as licensed operators
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responsibiities as licensed operators. Char

vic2d counseling as t Ir duties and
o 10 the tor1 rating procedures
will enhance the turnover process between operators. These changes will be completed by
lL'?‘IthY‘.\ 3 | n W conducted il licensed personnel as well
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I you have any questions regarding this matter, please call Dr. Sears at (814) 865-6351

sincerely

Ly e O LU

Dr. Rodney A. Enickson
Vice President for Research

Dean of the Graduate School
RAE:CFS/1dba005 .93
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M. Mendonca (NRC Headouarte
. M Mason (( "“L'}‘k' of | ngineering Assoc¢. Dean of Research)
G. J. McMurtry (College of Engineering Assoc. Dean)
k. H. Klevans (NucE Department Head)
W.F. Witzig (PSRSC Chairman)
C. . Sears (RSEC Director)
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