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| On March 12, 1986, it was discovered that the periodic surveillance test that I

exercises the control rods had not been performed in the time frame specified by
Technical Specifications. The unit was operating at 100% power at the time the
surveillance limit expired.
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| This incident is classified as being caused by a Defective Procedure. The
' Periodic Test Procedure allowed personnel to sign the test off without

exercising thc control rods if the unit had experienced a startup or shutdown
within the past 31 days.

This incident is reportable pursuant to 10CFR 50.73, Section (a)(2)(i)(B).
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BACKGROUND

The purpose of periodic test (PT) procedure PT/1/A/4600/01, Control Rod Movement
Periodic Test, is to verify proper operation of the Rod Control System (EIIS:AA)
under actual operating conditions or during startup or shutdown. Catawba
Technical Specification (Tech Spec) Surveillance Requirement 4.1.3.1.2 requires
that each control rod be moved at least 10 steps in one direction every 31 days.

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

on March 8, 1986, at 2040 hours, Tech Spec Surveillance Requirement 4.1.3.1.2
was violated when the Control Rod Movement PT was not performed within the
specified time limit of 31 days. This PT was last performed during a unit
startup on January 29, 1986. The test was scheduled to be performed on February
28, but the test procedure allowed the test to be signed off without moving the
control rods if a startup or shutdown had occurred within the last 31 days. The
grace period of 25% over the past three test intervals expired on March 8, 1986,at 2040 hours.

CONCLUSION

This incident is classified as being caused by a Defective Procedure. The
Control Rod Movement PT allowed the test to be signed off without moving the
control rods. Personnel considered the acceptance criteria to be satisfied
because the Control Rod Movement PT specifically instructed them to sign the
procedure off without exercising the rods, if a startup or shutdown had occurred
within the past 31 days.

There has been one other incident involving missed surveillance due to a
defective procedure (see LER 413/86-01).

CORRECTIVE ACTION

1) PT/1/A/4600/01 was completed, since the control rods were moved during the
unit shutdown of 3/9/86.

2) PT/1/A/4'600/01 was changed, deleting step 12.2, which allowed the procedure
to be signed off without moving the control rods if a startup or shutdown
had occurred within the past 31 days.

SAFETY ANALYSIS

The unit was brought to a controlled shutdown on 3/9/86, by using the control
rods, and they performed their function as expected. Although the time limit
for the Control Rod Movement PT had expired, the shutdown showed that the rods
were capable of performing as required. If the control rods had not responded,
reactor power could have been reduced by boration.
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The health and safety of the public were not affected by this incident.;
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April 11, 1986

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Catawba Nuclear Station, Unit 1
Docket No. 50-413

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73 Section (a) (1) and (d), attached is Licensee
Event Report 413/86-14 concerning the control rod surveillance test not
being performed due to a defective procedure. This event was considered to
be of no significance with respect to the health and safety of the public.
Very truly yours,

)w-~- -
Hal B. Tucker
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Attachment

xc: Dr. J. Nelson Grace, Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Connaission, Region II
101 Marietta Street, NW, Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

American Nuclear Insurers
c/o Dottie Sherman, ANI Library
The Exchange, Suite 245
270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT 06032

M&M Nuclear Consultants
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10020

INPO Records Center
Suite 1500
1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 9

egg

NRC Resident Inspector

I {)Catawba Nuclear Station


