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However these piping segraents were not considered during the initial procedure development due to their physical
location (at mid-point) and physical lack of venting capability Check valves were 2dded to these piping segnients during
development of the original Westinghouse design in 1872 No provisions for \ nting these piping segments were
included at that time

. Analysis of Event

The operability of the ECCS ensuras that a sufficient supply of boratec cooling water is available for core wjection (and
subsequent recirculation) in the event of a loss of coolant accident A failure to periodically verify that applicable
portions of the ECCS system are maintained full of water could result in portions of the ECCS piping containing voids
and/or entrained gas pockets which could adversely affect the ability of the ECCS to function properly Maintaining the
piping full of water reduces the potential for water hammer. pump cavitation, and pumping of noncondensible gas (e g .
air, nitrogen, or hydrogen) into the reactor vessel following an Si or during shutdown cooling The 31-day verification
frequency takes into account the gradual nature of gas accumulation in the ECCS piping and the procedural cantrols
governing system operation

On January 9 1998, after per‘ormance of normal filling cf the system, ultrasonic testing (UT) of (hese piping segments
was performed as part of an evaluation into other related RSS activities Results of UT examinations did not reveal the
presence of air or gas pockets in piping segment 1, although a small amount of trapped air was found at a low point in
piping segment 3 (between valves MVBB04B and VO83) It was subsequently determined that (he amo 'nt of air found
was insignificant and would not adversely impact the ECCS system from performing its accident mitigating function
Therefore, there was minimal safety significance from this condition

V. Cotrective Action

There was no immediate impact on equipment operability and immediate corrective actions required since the unit is
presently in Mode 5 and operability of safety injection/recirculation subsystems are not required in this mode

The filowing corrective actions will be completed

1. Prior to entry into Mode 3. the ECCS venting surveillance procedure will be revised to include t. @ applicable
portions of the Emergency Core Cooling System piping

2 Prior to entry into Mode 3, the revised surveillance procedure will be performed to assure that the ELCS piping is
verified “full of water

3. By May 15 1998 a Technical Specifications BASES section change will be prepared and implemented to clarify
Emergency Core Cooiing Sysiem venting process information

V. Additional Information

None
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Similar Events

Listed below are several other 1996-97 conditions involving missed or lack of verba im compliance with Technical
Specification surveillances requirements The majority of these conditions we* ied as A result of the MP3
Configuration Management review process

LER 96-004-00 Auxiliary Feedwater Isolation Valves Noncompliance with Technical Specifications

LER 96-014-00 Technical Specification Surveiiiances for Emergency Diesel Generators Misinterpretationand
Programmatic Weakness

LER §7-001-00 Lack of Verbatim Compliance with | echnical Specification Surveillance Requirements for 125 Volt
Batteries and Battery Chargers

LER 97-004-00 Lack of Verbatim Compliance with Technical Specification Surveillance Reqiirements for Molded
Case Circuit Breakers

LER 97-040-00 Missed Surveillance on Technical Specification 4 0 5 for 3SWP*V705 through V708

LER 97-044-00 Missed TS Surveillance ESFAS Purge Isolation Instrumentation

LER 97-045-0C Reactor Trip System Response Time Testing Not In Verbatim Compliance with Technical
Specifications

LER 97-052-00 Deficiencies Identified in Performance of Surveillances for PORV Instrumentation

LER 97-063-00 Channel Check Surveillance Requirements Not in Compliance with 1 echnical Specifications

Manufacturer Data
k. 1emCode
Re o0lant System AB
Conwaitiment Spray System BE
Engireered Safety Features Actuation System JE
ElS Component Code
Pump P
Tank TK
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Figure 1

Piping Layout and Location of Segments
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