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February 11, 1998

> Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Station P1-37
Washington, D C 20555

Attention Document Control Desk

Subject Grand Gulf Nuciear Station
Unit 1
Docket No. 50-416
License No NPF-29
Request for Alternative to 50 55a Examination Requirements

of Category B1.11 Reactor Vessel Welds, Relief Requesi
(-2-00001

GNRO-98/00015
Gentlemen

In 1995 the Boiling Water Reactor Vessel & Internals Project (BWRVIP) transmitted
BWRVIP-05, "BWR Reactor Pressure Vessel Shell Weld Inspection Recommendations” to
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). The NRC's evaluation prompted numerous
Industry/NRC meetings and the issuance of NRC Information Notice 97-63

NRC issued IN 97-63 to inform addressees of the Status of NRC staff's review of “BWR
Vessel and Internals Project, BWR Reactor Pressure Vessal Shell Weld Inspection
Recommendations (BWRVIP-05) " Because of additional analysis requested by the NRC
the staff indicated in the information notice that consideration will be given to technically-
justified requests for relief from the augmented examination in accordance with 10 CFR
50.55a(a)(3)(i), 10 CFR 50 55a(a)(3)(ii), and 10 CFR 50 S5a(g)(B)(i)A(5) for BWR
licensees who are scheduled to perfurm inspections of the BWR RPV cicumferential shell
~eids during the Fall 1997 or Spring 1998 outage seasons. Further acceptably-justified
reliefs would be considered for inspectior: dalays of up to two operating cycles for BWR
RPV circumferential shell welds only

Grand Gulf Nuclear Station (GGNS) hereby requests schedular relief from the
afformentioned requirements  The attached relief request has been prepared in
accorgance with the guidance of IN 97-63 using the BWRVIP suggested format. This
alternative is being requested under the provisions of 10 CFR 50 55a(a)(3)(i) and will
provide an acceptable level of quality and safety The Inservice Inspection Program at
GGNS complies with the 1992 edition with portions of the 1993 addenda of the ASME
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, Section X|
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GGNS requests your review and approval by April 3. 1998 to support GGNS's refueling
outage scheduled to commence Aprii 11, 1998 Thank you in advance for your prompt

attention ir, this matter. Should you have any questions or need any additiona! information

please contact Bill Brice at 601-437-6556

Yours truly

WKH/WBB

attachment Relief Request 1-2-00001

C Ms. J L Dixon-Herrity, GGNS Senior Resident |
Mr L. J Smith (Wise Carter) (w/a)
Mr. N S Reynolds (w/a)
Mr H L Thomas (w/o)

Mr E. W Merschoff (w/a)

Regional Administrator

U.S Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region IV

611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

Mr. J. N Donohew, Project Manager (w/2

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U S Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop 13H3

Washington, D.C. 20555




ENTERGY OPERATIONS, INC.
GRAND GULF NUCLEAR STATION
2nd TENYEAR INTERVAL
REQUEST NO. 1-2-00001

COMPONENT /EXAMINATION IDENTIFICATION:

y NRC RAL on BWRVIP

REQUIREMENTS:

ASME Se
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GOGNS RPY Shell Weld Information

Variable | \ armhlt \ alue h\ Weld \cam Idmuﬁcamm
Weld Seam '/ | AB (Lower Cire. AC (Upper Ciye. i AC (U pper Cire.
5 |
Welding Process : Scam) Seam) 5 Seam)
| SAW SAW 6 SMAW
‘ + 4+ -
Fluence” @ 13.1 EFPY V102 x 107 n/en L1102 x 10 n/en 12x 10 n'‘em
end of relief request
period)
Initial R1 40.0 ° | 0°} |
Weld Chemistry Factor 41 54 Y9
W 1 ( ppet { tent W1 4wt 0.02 wt%
Weld Nickel Content )81 W 0.95 wt 91 wt
Increase in Reference
mperature due t 1.28°1} 76 ° | 138 %1%
i ‘1“"1 \ ‘\‘i‘l ]
Mars lern IR @3 22.76 ° } | 2 RE
\:\_ in \\i'l cd
Reference Temperature i 5*3 48.62 ° |
5\1\' \i‘y]
';Z‘k'l'\\‘s"‘ \d 1
| rence ¢ perature N. 44 ! - P i 7.24 !
(Upper Bound ARl
NOTES:-
1) GGNS RPV beltline doe e circumter i welds. Figure 9 of the GGNS
UFSAR shows that we seam AB aApprox { ICNES Delow th ¢ and weid seam Al
\pproximate 2 1n bove the coreg
I'he s l C Peax | 3 the D¢ (' nat carty Crp¢ (ed
EFPY. T ] DCak ience ! ne ne 1€ I pute th radiat
ne ¢ cumierer | \ | i it actua t cy { { Ug L Cry \




