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On November 8, 1997, Florida Power Corporation’s (FPC's) Crystal River Unit 3 (CR-3) was in MODE
5 (COLD SHUTDOWN). While evaluating the existence of polystyrene found permanently installed
inside the Reactor Building, FPC personnel determined the material was not analyzed for impact on
post-LOCA (Loss of Coolant Accident) cooldown. At 1454 hours, on November 8, 1997, a four-hour
notification (Event No. 33239) was made in accordance with 10CFR50.72(b){2)(i). This report is
being submitted pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(A). Dislodged polystyrene could interfere with
post-LOCA recirculation flow by obstructing the sump screens and/or entering the recirculation flow
stream, adversely affecting the ability to mitigate the consequences of a LOCA. The cause for the
presence of polystyrene in the Reactor Buildino is cognitive personnel error during censtruction of CR-
3. FPC personnel walked down the Reactor Building and concluded polystyrene was not permanently
installed anywhere else within the Reactor Building, other than between the incore pit/letdown cooler
structure and the Reactor Building liner. Prior to entering MODE 4, the permanently installed
polystyrene will either be removed from the Reactor Building or analyzed for impact on post-LOCA
cooldown. Current CR-3 procedures would identify and control polystyrene brought into the Reactor
Building as a transient combustible. No nrevious similar events have been reported hy FPC.
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