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October 27,1997

Richard Blubaugh
Atlas Corporation
Republic Plaza

f ,6'' M / f $737017th Street, Suite 30$0
Denver, CO 80202

Dear Mr. Blubaugh:

This is a follow up to your request at the October Radiation Control Board meeting. A Moab citizen (Peter
lleancy) has requested State intervention in the NRC's Final Technict) Evaluation Report decision to cap the Atlas
tailings pile in place. In his conespondence, several technical engineering and site stability questions were raised.
I provided you with a copy of the correspondence following the October Radiation Control floard mcenng. As
o result of the request 'md issues raised, I have scheduled the issue for the next meeting d e e Utah Radiation
Control Board to be held at the Senior Citizen's Center in Moab beginning at 9:30 a.ta. A .opy of the tentative
agenda is enclosed. t

At the Moab rnecting, I am :equeshng that you take twenty minutes or less to address the Atlas response to the
issues before the Board. This will follow a presentation by Mr. licaney of similar duration and a report by my
staff on the issues. Unfonunately, the Attomey General staff is not available to attend the meeting. Without their
legal advice, I feel that a final decision on this issue would be premature, liowever, this meeting will give the
Board the opportunity to hear the various technical issues frons all sides such that they can render a final decision
at the December Board meeting to be held December 5,1997 in Salt Lake City. This will also allow the Board
time to study the various technical issues and information before making a final decision.

Please feel free to provide the Board with any handouts or other infonnation you feel is appropriate regarding your
position on this matter. We kmk forward tc hearing from you at our Moab meeting. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely, '

LE ' O+- - /--

William J. Sinclair /
Executive Secrttary /
Utah Radiation Control Board N'(,
c: Norm Sunderland, Chairman, Utah Radiation Control Board

Denise Chancellor, Utah Attomey General's Office
' Joseph liolonich, NRC Uranium Recovely Branch ; ,
Dianne Nielson, Ph.D., Executive Director, UDEQ
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ItADI ATION CONTitOL llOAltD
Department of Environmentr.1 Quality (Bldg #2)

Senior Citizens Center. 450 East 100 North, Moab, Utah
9:30 am. Noon, NOVEMBER 7,1997

IENTATIVE AGENDA
o

1. Approval of October 3,1997 Minutes (lloard action item)

11. Rules (lloard action item)
Changes to R31312,17,15,18,25,32, approval to be sent out for public comment

111. Radioactive Materials Licensing / Inspection (11oard information item)
a Portable gauge usert seminai November 12,1997

IV. X Ray Registration / Inspection (lloard information item)
No items

V. Radioactive Waste Disposal (Iloard information items)
a. Summary of All Agreement States Meeting of October 1618,1997
b. Summary of Low-Level Waste Forum Meeting,0:tober 20 23,1997, Annapolis, MD
c. Summary of Northwest Interstate Compact Meeting, of November 5,1997 in Seattle, WA
d. DRC/Envirocare enforcement conference of October 8,1997 and subsequent
letter of October 23,1997

VI. Uranium Mill Tailings Update
a. White Mesa Mill status report - 11arold Roberts, CEO, International Uranium
Corporation (lloard information item)
b. Request to intervene in the Atlas tailings Final Technical Evaluation Report decision

(Iloard netton item)

Vll. Other Depanment issues (lloard information item)
a. Private Fuel Storage updates - Dianne Nielson

Vill. Other issues:
a. Next meetin;t - working session at 1:30 p.m. - Discussion of Envirocare licensing process and
potential adminictrative actions
b. Next Board Mei. ting - December 5,1997, Conference Room 101,168 North 1950 West, DEQ Bull
#2,2 P.M.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Individuals needing special accommodations (including susiliary
communicative mids end serslees) during this meeting should notify lluman llesource Management of the Department ofI'ns tronme
Quality at 168 North 1950 West, Salt 1,ake City, Utah 84116, phone nu mber (801)-536-4410, TDD 536-4414, at least three working
prior to the meeting.
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