RCLITS UNITZD STATES
K NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

3
o REGION il
801 WARRENVILLE ROAD
LISLE, ILLINOIS 60532-4351

LT R January 5, 1999

Mr. J. Wiiiam Lessig
Plant Manager
AlliedSignal, Inc.
Post Office Box 430
Metropolis, IL 62680

SUBJECT:  NRC INSPECTION REPORT 040-03392/98006({DNMS) AND NOTICE OF
VIOLATION

Dear Mr. Lessig:

On December 4, 1998, (he NRC concluded an announced, routine inspection at your Metropolis
Works, lllinois, facility. The inspection included an evaluation of an emergency preparedness
exercise, and of other activities authorized by the licensee, to determine if the actities were
conducted safely and in accordance with NRC requiremarits. At tha conclusion of the
inspection, the findings were discussed with members of your staff identified in the enclosed
report.

The objective of the emergency preparedness exercise effort was to determine whether the
AlliedSignal Metropolis Works Radiological Contingancy Plan (RCP) was adequate and plant
staff were capable of implementing the RCP in accordance with NRC requirements. Based on
the results of the emergency preparedness exercise evaluation, no violations of NRC
requirements were identified.

Although your staff'. overall perforrance during the emergency preparedness exercise was
adequate and dem snstratec that your RCF implementation activities met regu'atory
requiremenis, several command and control weaknesses were identified during the emergency
preparedness exercise. Specifically, the inspectors noted weaknesses in the emergency
response staff's coordination of efforts to contro! and mitigate the simulated uranium
hexafluoride release while effecting search and rescue activities. You are raquested to respond
to the performance weaknesses identified in the enclosed report within 30 days. Your response
should include any corrective actions taken or plarned to address these weaknesses.

Other areas examined turing the inspection are identified in the repcrt. Within these areas, the
inspection consisted of a selective examination of procedures and representative records,
interviews with plant staff, and observations of activities in progress. Based on the results of
the inspection, the NRC has detetinined that one viciation of HRC requirements occurred. The
violation is cited in the enclosed Notice of Violation (Notice) and the circumstances surrounding
the violation are described in detail in the enclosed report. The violation indicated a lack of rigor
in your staff's implementation of health physics procedures in *he operationa! area of ore
preparation.
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‘'ou are required to respond to this letter and should follow t!.e instructions specified in the
enclosed Notice when preparing your response. The NRC will use your response, in part, to
determine whether further enforcement action is necessary to ensure complance with
regulatory requirements.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 cf the NRC's "Rules of Practice " a copy of this letter and its
enclosures will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room.

We will gladly discuss any questions you have concerning this inspection

Sincerely,
/s/ K. G. G'Brien

Kenneth G. C'Brien, Acting Chief
Fue! Cycle Branch
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License No. SUB-526
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Distributicn:

Docket File wiencls

PUBLIC IE-07 w/encis

P. Harich, NMSS w/encls

M. Lamastra, NMSS w/encls
P. Ting, NMSS w/encls

C. Emeigh, NMSS w/encls

J. L. Caldwell, RIll w/encls
C. D. Pederson, Rill wencls
R. J. Caniano, RIll w/encls
RII Enf Coordinator w/encls
R. Bellamy, Ri w/encls

EJM, RIli (e-mail)

D. B. Spitzberg, RIV/IWCFO w/encils
IEO (e-mail)
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