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Dr. Donald A. Cool
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission gg% y :pg g

i
11545 Rockville Pike

b A #8 N 2/9)Rockville, MD 20852-2738

re: 10CFR Part 35

Dear Dr. Cool:

This letter is to emphaslae the importance of curant training requimments for brachytherapy and
teletherapy. Radioactive sources alwid definitely not be handled by physicians who do not have

i
'

extensive training. In fact, the current training requhements'have accomplished their mission.
Patienu have been protected. Using radiation safety requirements goes against the public's
increaring cannern about that very issue 'Ihe physician's involvement in radiation safety goes j

far beyond just prescribing a dose. Understanding how the sources are to be used, what a !

iMt.ed dose'actually means, and the radiarian safety issues both from a personnel standpoint
and, more importantly, from the patient's standpoint, are en6cally important.

It is inconceivable that training requimments for coronary artery brachytherapy should be any 1

I
less than for brachytherapy used in the treatinent of --13*a=~4am. In fact, in some situations the
patients may have a much longer lifespan and therefore the risks from radiatina hduty are much
greater. This applies whether a beta or a gamma source is used. Radiating to the heart must be
mnsidered a high-risk procedure. It would be ill-advised to lessen the training for uses of this
equipment and technology to have less than the currently required 3 years of therapeutic
radiology / radiation oncology.

In a similar vein, the training requimments for gamma knife mdiosurgery have to be the same
as that for all &h.py. 'Ihe treatment of brain parenchyma is'similarh a very high risk
procedure for the patient. Again, authorized users should have a minimum of 3 years in
therapeutic mdiology.

'Ihe board certi6 cation rendered by the American Board of Radiology certainly covers the
necessary training. If other specialty boards are to be caa Wed for crei=11ag users of these j

forms of radiatina therapy, the standards' have to be the'same with respect to radiation therapy g
itraining; '"w ABR requires 6000 hours of direct clinical experience with radiation in'ords to

estabiish -m. ws requim-t shouid not be icasened. a
pai2 g oe4 m 20e - 1.IJJ*ggg .
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'Ihank you so much for your consideration .
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Francine Halberg, M.D.
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