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Regional Administrator

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region il

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, S.W., Suite 23785
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Subject.  Reply to & Notice of Vielation

Nouce of Vielauon

Hoechst Celanese ( orporation Docket No 0. 1 9468

Porsmouth. Virginia jense No. 45:19889.01

he following 15 10 response 10 the July 197 Notice of Violauon 10 the Hoechst Celanese Corporation

Hoechst Celanese Corporation provides the following in response (0 the matters set 10rth in the Nouce of

iolauon

10 CFR 20 190(a) requires the licensee to ensure that each container of licensed matenal bears a
Jurable. clearly visible label beanng the words, “CAUTION. RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL" or

DANGER RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL The label must also provide sufficient information
such as radionuciide(s) present. an estumate of the quanuty of radioacuvity the date for which

he acuvity 18 esumated. ¢1c ) 1o permul individuals handling or using the containers. of working
n the Vviciuty of the containers. 10 (ake precautions 10 avold of minimize Exposures

ontrary (o the above. on June 27 1997 three of eight containers of licensed material did not

bear a label that 1denufied the radionuciideds) of the quanuty of radioacuviry Nor dad o
therwise bear sufficient information (o permit individuals handling or us:ng the container
WOrkIing in the vicinuty of the container. 10 Lake precautions i IvOId OF munimize exposurte
PeCinCaliy IS On NSO EAURCS containing KX mulhicunes ol ¢ um xawed on
ne J auger the amune reactor. and the aiiuie Caustic 1eed ing AMInes plant were
funcuionally obscured with pant or dirt
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b ) Amunes reacior gauge had a Plexiglas shield that obscured the view of the BAUEC Latx
After commumicating with Ohmarn in regards 10 the necessity of the shield. 1t was

delermined 10 be unnecessan as long as there 15 a shueld protecung the 1op of the gaug

Trom wWash gown and freeczing ran I'he Plexiglas shueld wis removed and the gauge

thoroughiy cieaned ne gaug ! |uon now Y Visibig his

Wil

ompicied Juiw

Dilute caustic feed line gauge had paint obscuning the gauge informauon label This

|

was thoroughly cleaned on June 30, 1997 and even though 11 15 now clearly visible
new label has been ordered from Ohman w0 replace the exisung labe

Thus wall b
received and installed by August 199

Response 'he following corrective steps have been taken 10 avoid further violations

A scheduled PM work order for the nuclear gauge audit, shutter. and label Inspection
has been created in the Engineering Maimenance Management Svsiem (EMMS)  This
compuicr system will automaucally generate a work order every six months to check
the nuciear gauge inventory . shutter functuon and information label. The PM work

order specifies the inspection form (o be used and will generate with 15 davs lead ume
and |4 davs 1o be completed

The nuclear gauge audit and shutter inspecuon form has been modified 1o include the
gauge information label check

Response (4 The plant is in full compliance of 10 CFR 20 190(a)

.

Condition No 16 of License No 45-19889.0) requires that the licensee conduct & physical

Inveniory every six months 1o account for all sources and/or devices received and possessed under
the hcense

Contrary 10 the above, the licensee did not conduct a phvsical inventory of its fixed gauges

containung scaled sources from June 27, 1996 to May 14, 1997 a peniod 1n excess of six months

Response (| I'he physical inventory was not conducted within the six month tume frame due 10 a

transition from one RSO, who resigned. 10 another RSO, at a time when the plant

management was undergoing restructunng
T'he following corrective step and result are as follows

he physical inventory was taken on May 15,1997

Kespons Uhe following corrective step has been taken 10 prevent further occurrences

A PM was created in the Engineering Mainienance Management Svsten EMMS) tha

will automaucally peneraie a work order every six months 10 compiete the Nucleatr

Inventory, shutter, and Label check  This work order will be compieted by the RSO of

qualihied Instrument and Electncal Lechnicians tamuhar with the nuclear Eaugc

Inspections

Response he plant 1s currently in compliance with Condiuon »




Conaution No 1] of License No 451988901, amendment No 9, dated September 9, 1994
named Mr. Ronald Harper as Radiation Safety Officer

Contrary 10 the above, between September 6, 1996, and May 22, 1997, the licensee did not apply
10 amend the license 10 List Mr Rincker as the new Radiation Safety Officer after Mr Harper 's
resignation. Amendment |0 naming Mr Rineker as the Radiation Safery Officer was issued June
I8, 1997

Response: (1)  When the RSO named on the license resigned hus position with Hoechst Celancse
september 61996, the responsibilities of RSO were temporanly assigned (o the
individuals named in ltem 7 of the Applicaton For Matenal License Renewal dated
April 4, 1992 Due 1o re-engineering and restructuning of management, the individual
responsible for naming the new RSO and applying for the amendment resigned This
resulied in & delay in filing an amendment naming the new RSO

Response: (2) The following enrrective steps and results are as follows

When the oversight in filing the amendment was idenufied. management responded in
an expedient fashion, sending an individual to the next available forty hour Radiation
alety Course at the Ohmant Corporation in Cincinnau, Ohso. When the individual had
ompleted the course successfully the amendment application was sent 10 the NR(
promptly. Matenials License No 45-1988901, amendment No 10, dated May 22 199
named an individual possecsing the knowledge, skill, and familianty 1o assume the
responsibilities of RSO

Materials License 45-1988901, amendment No 10 naming Mr Rineker as the
Radiation Safety Officer was 1ssued June 18, 1997

Response 'he following corrective steps have been taken to avoid further violations

The plant has four individuals possessing a Radiation Safety Course Centification from
the Ohman Corporation. The RSO will sche fule quanicrly meetings with these

individuals 1o maintain familianty with the Radiation Safety Program

A letier of notification has been placed in the RSO's personnel record  This letier wall
Serve as @ nolice 1o the Plant Manager upon termination of the RSO 10 amend the U §
Nuclear Regulatory Commussion Matenals License No 451988901, condiuon No 1]
within no more than 30 days

Rm,p\-ns{ I'he plant 1s currently in comphiance with Condition N¢
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