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U:lCLAS FOR L D LOW Cl;h DIVISION OF Col:PLIA:,CE I:F0 L W-

SNYDER Cl!M DRD FROM EONALD I UALKER. Oh 3/30/60 AT 1325 THIS

OFFICE VAS IhFORhED OF A POSSIBLE TYPE "B" INCIDEtiT WHICH OCCURRED

' " AT TliE KERR-KCCEE OIL I:JDUSTRIES URASIUS EILL AT SLIPROCK chm

NEW hEXICO CMt; BY DR CRAhT wit::t CEM , UTAH STATE DEPARTLENT OF

HEALTH. ACCORDIhC TO VIt1N CMM HE HAD BEEh IhFCRhED OF THE It.CIDEST

BY THE hEV EEXICO DEPARTEENT OF HEALTH. WIN:: STA1ED THAT 0:: AUGUST

22 1960 CMM A HOLDI:.C TASK IN THE VA:.ADIUh CIRCUIT OF THE MILL

BRO E CLM RELEASIt'C ITS CONTENTS IhTO THE SAN JUAN RIVER. DR

VIN!i HAD !IO DETAILS AS TO THE QUA:1TITY OR CONCENTRATION OFg

CFN G/30/60 1325 "B" 22 1960
. _ .

Oc1353

J7 i 8605220241 860505
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' MATERIAL' RELEASED TO THE RIVER. lie WAS CO:.CER::ED OVER THE RELEASE
.

.

t|
_ INASNUCH AS THE TEXAS-2IhC URANIUM MILL AT EEXICAN HAT ChN UTAH
CMU LOCATED AS ESTIMATED 100 MILES DOV:: STREAM FROM SHIPROCK CUM'

NEUhEXICOCUhOhTliESNN.UANRIVERCLMUSESTl:ERIVERASTiiE
^

D0hESTIC VATER SUPPLY FOR HILL El.PLOYEES. DR VINN STATED TI:AT
THERE ARF NO TOW::S BETWEE!: SHIPROCK Cf.M :,EV ?:ETICO Chu AhD

'ME71CAN HAT CMM UTAH CEM VHICll USE THE SAN JUA:. RIVER AS TiiEIR
SOURCE OF DCMESTIC VATER. HE STATED TliAT HE DID :0T KNOV YHE1HER#

THE RIVER UATER VAS USED FOR IRRACATION PURPOSES BEZWEE. InESE TWO|
~

LOCALITIES. PARA. AT APPROXIEATELY 1330 ON 3/30/60 CEM I CO.'.TACTED
TRA.K HAN/iCARNE CEE SAFETY ENCI:.EER KERR-ECCEE OIL II.LUSTRIES CMM,

Sli1PROCK NEV UEXICO CMM BY TELEPh0::E C0;.CER: LING TiiIS II.CIDENT. MR

HA::ACARNE STATED THAT ON AUCUST 22
two Ct:M SOEETILE BETUEEN 0000
.

.
.

A :D OE00 HOURS CMM A PORTION OF THE DAM ON ThE TAILI.,CS POND
'

CONTAINI .G RAFFINATE FROM THE SOLVENT E7TRACTIO:, SECTION OF THE

VANADIUM CIRCUIT BROKE CEM RELEASING FROM150 000 TO 200 000
CALLONS OF LIQUOR TO THE SA::

JUAN RIVER. ACCORDI:.G TO ER HA:.ACARhE

THE PH OF THE LIQUOR VAS 1.7 TO 1.8 AND CONTAI:i$ -0049/:.-53)6
0.1 CRAh PER LITER OF VAtl5DIUM OXIDE AND A TRACE OF URA:.IUh OXIDE.
MR hA:ACARNE STATED THAT HE HAD NO IDEA VHAT THE RA-226 CONCENTRATION
VAS INASMUCH AS IT hAD ::EVER BEEN DETERhINED. ACCORDINC TO MR
CFN

100 1330 S/30/60 22 1960 0000 0500 150 000 200 000 1.7 1.S 0.1g -
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1;A:fACARNE. CEt' THE ::0RMAL RIVER FLOW IS APPP07IMATELY 10P. CFS

I ASKED
CI'.M BUT AT THE TIME OF THE ISCIDELT WAS 0:<LY ABOUT 200 CFS.

'

Ma liANAGARNE IF MILL PERSON:!EL HAD REPOR1ED TiiE ISCIDE ;T TO THE

4 REPORTED
^ 'AEC. MR HAi:ACAR:.E REPLIED TliAT TliE II.CIDENT HAD BEE:

MLY TO THE t.EU t;EX1CO STATE DEPARTf.E!.T OF iiEALTii. iiE FURThER**

STATED Ti!AT THIS REPOP.T HAD LEEN hADE ABOUT Tl:E 24Tii OR 25TH
'0F AUGUST 1960. PARA. AS FAR AS CAU BE ESTI!;ATED Chh THE l'.ATERIAL

RELEASED SE.0ULD iiAVE ARRIVED AT EEXICA: HAT UTAli 0:: ABOUT AUGUST'

( .

.-

PARA. THIS OFFICE IS TAKli:C TiiE FOLLOW 1.;C ACTIO.. RELATIVE, _ .

27 19CO.

TO THIS ISCIDENT CLN

GECRGE SMITH CEM LICE:.SEE INSPECTIO:. DIVISION CEM ID CEM VILL1.

- ARRIVE I:. SHIPROCK .:EW liEXICO TO CO:. DUCT AN It;VESTICt.TIO: 0;'

( AUGUST 31 1960 Chh AND WILL SAMPLE A:.Y RESIDUAL EFFLUE..T

Wii1CH R$tdINS.
'

THE UTAH STATE iiEALTH DEPARTLE:;T WILL COLLECT RIVER Chh
d

2.

PORTABEL EATER CEM A!:D VATER TREATMENT PLAST SLLDCE SAMPLES

AT LEXICAN HAT UTAH.4

ID CEE
TiiE A..ALYSIS BRANCH chm DIVISI0h 0F HEALTli A .D SAFETY Ctt:

UILL A:.ALY2E ALL SAhPLES FCR RA-E26 A5D Til-230 I!; AN EF, FORT TO

DETERMINE ViiETHER SIC'.IFICANT QUA:.TITIES OF ThESE EATERI ALS iiAVE
'

.

FCU..D' TliElR WAY IaTO THE D0t ESTIC VATER SUPPLY AT t.EX1CAS HAT

CFN 1060 200 24TH 25TH 1960 27 1960 31 1960 R,A-226 TH-230
' ~

'

C U/.'APPR071hATEL 1060
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- 4' UTAli. 3ASED 0: X:;0U:: Co..CE:.1 RATIO.,S OF SIhlLAR SOLUTIONS AT

dTHER URA!?IUM VILLS Chh IT IS ESTII:ATED TliAT 'A hl: UhUK OF 3000

EICROCURIES OF RA-226 WAS RELEAEEb. PARA. FURTHER DEVELO? E;TS

WILL DE FORWARDED TO YOU LY TWX OR P;.0:.E. E:.D F.EF LI CLh LIW
3-
.

' ~ BT -
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CFN.3000 RA-226 LI DIV.

C VA URA..IUh h1LLSg
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