UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20565-0001

December 9, 1998

The Honorable Therese Murray
Massachusetts Senate

State House

Boston, MA 02133-1053

Dear Ms. Murray:

| am responding to the letter you sent Chairman Shirley Ann Jackson on October 28, 1998, in
which you expressed concern that the NRC will not perform an environmental assessment in
connection with its consideration of approval of the transfer of the license for the Pilgrim
Nuclear Power Station to permit its sale. The NRC has completed numerous en.ironmental
assessments related to license transfers. These assessments have uniformly demcnstrated
that there are no significant environmental effects from license transfers. Accordingly, the *«RC
has amende~ i*s regulations to provide for a categorical exclusion that eliminates the need to
perform individual environmental assessments in each transfer case.

The licensee at the time of decommissioning is fully responsible for decontamination and
decommissioning of the site. Licensees determine how much sampling and analysis are
needed to adequately characterize the site on the basis of available historical onsite radiation
survey records and known history of site uses, regardiess of who may have owned the plant.
This initial site characterization study is performed for the purpose of decommissioning planning
ana estimating decommissioning costs.

After decommissioning activities are completed, the licensee must furnish additional

documentation of radiological evaluations to demonstrate compiiance with the radiological

criteria contained in “Subpart E-- Radiological Criteria for License Termination” of 10 CFR Part

20. The licensee's radioiogical environmental monitoring program is maintained in effect ¥
throughout the decommissioning process so that the potential environmental impacts of '
decommissioning activities are monitored. The NRC periodically inspects the licensee's
decommissioning program during the decommissioning process and reviews the licensee's final
radiological survey data. The NRC can perform an independent radiological review of the

survey data if one is needed. The NRC can aliso, if needed, perform an independent 40 ]
radiological survey of the licensee's site to verity the licensee's compliance with regulatory
requirements. The NRC will terminate the license only when it is satisfied that the licensee's

site is remediated to the levels specified in the regulations.
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Thank you for sharing your concerns with the NRC . if you should have any further questions,
please contact me.

Sincerely,
William Dgaven
Executive Director
for Operaticns

cc: See next page



Boston Edison Company
cc:

Mr. Theodore A. Sullivan

Vice President Nuclear and Station
Director

Boston Edison Company

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station

600 Rocky Hill Road

Plymouth, MA 02360-5599

Resident Inspector

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatery Commission
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station

Post Office Box 867

Plymouth, MA 02360-5599

Chairman, Board of Selectmen
11 Lincoln Street
Plymouth, MA 02360

Chairman, Duxbury Board of Selectmen
Town Hall

878 Tremont Street

Duxbury, MA 02332

Office of the Commissioner

Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection

One Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108

Office of the Attorney General
One Ashburton Place

20th Floor

Boston, MA 02108

Mr. Robert M. Hallisey, Director

Radiation Control Program

Massachusetts Department of
Public Health

305 South Street

Boston, MA 02130

Regional Administrator, Region |

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Ms. Jane Fleming
8 Oceanwood Drive
Duxbury, MA 0233

Mr. C. Stephen Brennion

Regulatory Affairs Department Manager
Boston Edison Company

600 Rocky Hill Road

Plymouth, MA 02360-5599

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station

Mr. Jack F. Alexander

Nuclear Assessment Group Manager
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station

600 Rocky Hill Road

Plymouth, MA 02360-5599

Mr. David F. Tarantino
Nuclear Information Manager
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
600 Rocky Hill Road
Plymouth, MA 02360-5599

Ms. Kathieen M. O'Toole
Secretary of Public Safety
Executive Office of Public Safety
One Ashburton Place

Boston, MA 02108

Mr. Peter LaPorte, Director

Attn. James Muckerheide

Massachusetts Emergency Management
Agency

400 Worcester Road

P.O. Box 1496

Framingham, MA 01701-0317

Chairman, Citizens Urging
kesponsible Energy

P.O. Box 2621

Duxbury, MA 02331

Citizens at Risk
P.O. Box 3803
Plymouth, MA 02361

John M. Fulton

Assistant General Counse!
800 Boyilston St., P-361
Boston, MA 02189

Chairman

Nuciear Matters Committee
Town Hall

11 Lincoin Street
Plymouth, MA 02360

Mr. William D. Meinert

Nuclear Engineer

Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale
Electric Company

P.O. Box 426

Ludiow, MA 01056-0426



Mr. Ron Ledgett
Executive Vice President

Boston Edison Co.

800 Boyleston Street

Boston, MA 02199
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Thank you for sharing your concerns with the NRC. If you should have any further questions,
please contact me.

Sincerely,

Original Signed tv
Frank J. Miraglir

William D. Travers
Executive Director
for Operations

cc. See next page

This correspondence addresses policy issues previously resolved by the Commission, transmit
factual information, or restates Commission Policy.
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Thank you for sharing your concerns with the NRC. If you should have any M‘ther questions,
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