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EA 97 509 i

' James W. Abbott, President -

University of South Dakota
,

Schoolof Medicine
414 East Clark Street
Vermillion, South Dakota 57069 2390

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF VIOLATION
(NRC Inspection Report No. 030-15186/97-01) ;

Dear Mr. Abbott : ,

This refers to the predecisional enforcement conforence conducted on December 15,1997, in i

the NRC's A'lington, Texas office. The conference was conducted to discuss several apparent :

violations ri NRC requirements identified dunng an NRC inspection completed November 7 !

1997, An inspection report describing the apparent violations was issued on November 24,
,

1997.

Based on the information developed during the inspection, our consideration of information your i

representatives provided dunng the conferenze, as ws;l as our consideration of your response to i

the inspection report provided in a December 10,1997 letter, the NRC has determined that ,

violations of NRC requirements occurred. These violations are cited in the enclosed Notice of
'

Violation (Notice) and the circumstances surrounding them were described in detail in the
inspection report. Please note that the violations being cited differ from the apparent violations
in the following respect: We are not citing the apparent violation of 10 CFR 20.1101(d), involving
'he need to estimate exposures to members of the public from airbome emissions. This
apparent violation is not being cited based on the non-volatile type and form of radioactive

_

,

materials that were used in vented hoods.

The remaining violations include failures to: 1) secure radioactive materials against unauthorized
= removal; 2) conduct quarterly radiation safety program reviews with the university president; 3)

'

assure |through the appointed radiation safety officer (RSO), that activities were being
conducted in accordance with all requirements; 4) hold radioactive waste for 10 half-lives prior to i

disposal; P use only radiation survey instruments calibrated at six month intervats; 6) conduct
physicalinventories of radioactive sources at six month intervals; 7) assure that all purchases of i

' radioactive materials were tapproved in advance by the RSO; 8) provide annual radiation
: exposure reports to workers; and 9) provide radiation safety training to housekeeping and t

secunty personnel
'

While none of these violations appears to have resulted in actual radiation safety consequences,
they are indicative of a breakdown in the radiation safety program which, if not corrected, has

: the pr 4 ntial to cause radiation safety incidents For example, the failure to conduct inventories
of.tadioactive sources has in other cases resulted in sources being lost or disposed of
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improperly. Therefore, these violations have been categorized collectively at Severity Level 111in j
accordance with the " General Statement of Policy and Procedure for NRC Enforcement Actions"

i(Enforcement Policy), NUREG 1600.

in accordance with the Enforcement Policy, a civil penalty with a base value of $2,750 is
considered for a Seventy Level lli problem. Because your facility has not been the subject of
escalated enforcement actions within the last two NRC inspections, the NRC considered-
whether credit was warranted for Corrective Action in accordance with the civil penalty
assessment process in Section VI.B.2 of e Enforcement Policy, in your December 10,1997, ,

!

letter and at the conference, correctivr .ns were described which addressed not only the
individual violations, but the universi., afforts to assure continued compliance with NRC |

requirements through a renewed comn ment to the radiation safety program. While the NRC :

. finds the actions you have taken to date iequate, and therefore deserving of corrective action 4

credit, we recommend that you revisit your commitment of resources during your quarterly f

meetings with the P.SO to assure that it is sufficient to maintain campliance. ;

Therefore, to encourage prompt and comprehensive correction of violations, and in recognition
of the absence of previous escalated enforcement action, I have been authorized, not to
propose a civil penalty in this case. However, similar violations in the future could result in a civ.I

,

penalty. In addition, issuance of this Severity Level til problem constitutes escalated
enforcement action which may subject you to increased inspection effort.

You are required to respond to this letter and should follow the instructions specified in the
enclosed Notice when preparing your response, in addition to describing actions to correct the ,

*

individual violations, you should document those actions that you are taking to assure continued
oversight of the radiation safety ptogram and to avoid further neglect as was evidenced by our ,

inspection findings. The NRC will use your response, in part, to determine whether further |

enforcement action is necessary to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements. ,

in accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's " Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter, its
enclosures, and your response will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room (PDR).

Sincerely

f/t$
'

Ellis W, Merscho
Regional Admini rator

.
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