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December 18,1997 -"

. OCAN129703 '

, U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document ControlDesk
Mail Station OPI 17

, Waalungton, DC 2055514

Subject:1 Ark =ama Nuclear One- Units 1 and 2
Docket Nos. 50-313 and 50-368 -.

License Nos. DPR-51 and NPF-6
Response to Generic Letter 96-06, Supplement 1

-
. .

Gentlemen:

v
. By letter dated November 13,1997 (OCNAl19705), the NRC issued Supplement I to Generic

. .

LIetter'(GL) 96-06, " Assurance of Equipment Operability and Containment Integrity During
DrJgn Basis Accident Conditions." This supplement allows licensees who choose to revise
their comnstments for resolving GL 95-06 issues to submit a revised response to the generic
letter,

By letters' dated January;29,1997 (0CAN019702), and July 31,1997 (OCAN079710), /
Entergy Operations committed to install modifications during the next refueling outages for I

,

each Arkansas Nuclear One (ANO) unit. The next ANO-1 refueling outage (IR14) is
i currently scheduled to begin on March 28,1998, and the next ANO-2 refueling outage (2R13)

L ' is currently scheduled to begin on January 8,1999.
.

Supplement I to Generic Letter 96-06 recognized that the modifications required to resolvef
the issues identified in the original generic letter will have a signi6 cant impact on outage g
schedules / resources and may, in fact, result in a detriment to safety. Entergy Operations
believes this to be the case at ANO where relief valves were planned for' installation to

'

miigate Fw.non overpressurization concerns. These relief valves could create a newt
'leakage path Som containment which twould be .both a- safety concern and potential

contamination source. Preliminary calculations performed by Entergy Operations showed
these penetrations to be capable of withstanding the assumed overpressurization without loss

. of function. - - 4 <

,

Entergy) Operations has identified no.- compelling safety; issue regarding' the 'postulatb
overpressurization phenomenon; Recent Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) tests have
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been c9mpleted which appear to confirm the calculations supplied by Entergy Operations
earlier this year. These calculations supported the conclusion that the penetrations would
maintain pressure integrity after experiencing a low percentage strain from the thermally
induced overpressurization. Entergy Operations is also aware that the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Code Committee is preparing : code case which, if accepted
by the NRC, could provide substantial relief from the previous generic letter requirements.

Based on the reasoning presented above, Entergy Operations does not plan to install
modifica4ons during the next ANO refueling outages. The final results of the EPRI testing
and ASME code case will have a significant impact on the manner in which ANO plans to
resolve this issue. Entergy Operations will monitor the situation closely and inform the NRC
of further actions to resolve the generic letter issues. Should you have any questions, please
contact me.

Very truly yours,

bWafWC ~704
Dwight C. Mims
Director, Nuclear Safety

DCM/nbm

cc: Mr. Ellis W. Merschoff
Regional Administrator
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
RegionIV
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011-8064

NRC Eenior Resident inspector
Arkansas Nuclear One
P O. Box 310
London, AR 72847

Mr. George Kalman
NRR Project Manager Region IV/ANO-1 & 2
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NRR Mail Stop 13-H-3
One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
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