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h ]Dear Dixy: '
-

- cn
i am writing you in regard to a situation in Riverton, Wyoming which

directly involves the Atomic Energy Commission. in 1963 Susquehana-West-
orn Company abandoned their Riverton Uranium milI leaving a uranium
tailings pile behind. Since that time the the pile has been a source of .

considerable irritation and consternation to the residents of the River-
ton community. *

On March 13, 1973 AEC conducted a survey of the mill tailings the
results of this survey indicate that no significant changes f rom a 1970
survey had occurn d I am sure that for most technical purposes this
survey is accurate, but it has dono little i f. anything to calm the
realistic fears of the Riverton residents. There is a continual threat.

of radiation drif ting f rom the pile. Riverton is situated in a semi-
arid location. Because of the dried out condition of the tailings pile
there is a good chance that a strong wind would caute considerable dis-
bursement of some of the contaminated earth-in the p1te.

Riverton is a small community bewildered by the inabliity of state
and federal author! ties to aid them in a serious problem. Therefore,
what I would like to see accomplished is a complete removal of the tail-,

Ings pi le f rom the Ri verton communi ty. I have enclosed a copy of an.

editorial that appeared in the Riverton Ranger on March 13 that suggests
the use of the tallings pile in a highway construction project. If feas-
Ible, I feel this would be a practical sollution to the situation. If
this is unrealistic then a properly constructed barrier of a permanent
nature to contain the pile and prevent further drif ting would be appro-,

p riate .

Dixy, I also want to use this occasion to thank you for your assis-
tance and cooperation in the past. Your very able leadership continues

N to keep AEC a most responsive federal agency. Please let me know if you
have any questions or suggestions on the above matter.

With warm personal regards,

#'*9811020103 730014 ~

ADOCK 040036 8 .

{DR ,
g. n,,-

Teno Roncallo*

TR/smg Congressman for Wyoming )'
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i, ;3, What do you do with'a tallings pile from a ,tdanium'.
'* ' j -~ , . r rnill? And who pays for the doing? /

''
. e 4;: The tailings pile left'over from the susqueliannd:

Wcstem, Inc. uranium mill south of town continuest(,
* .;. g .

:. ' %'
i

,7 M to be a worry. .Whether there is any bealth hpzard
' ,

. e,

/'^ :from the big sandpite has not yet been firmly esta-P'.,
,

.- j blished. When the pile does dry'out and blow it'is a!, 4
' .' source of pollution,radicaetive or' not, . ' , ;

,
..

. . , - ; : Everyone ,would be very much relieve,d ,'if the:..

,tallings pile disappeared. Suggestions to date include .. -

X, covering it' with soil and planting grass 'on the top-
.

. soil. This would.be an expensive process and re-
' quire maintenance for at 'least several years, and
possibly indefinitely, in that Riverton's rainfall isn't
enough to maintain sod without supplemental sprink-

'

ling. --

Haul the sand back to the Gas Hills? Sure
'

could be done, for a price.
Another idea has been suggested: How about

using the tailings in the construction of the River.
' ton - Hudson road? Concentration and percolation
is the fear, along with blowing. Under a mat of
asphalt the tailings sands might be well enough
diluted,' dispersed and protected and be no more,

adioactive than the spring sunshine.
The Grand Junction tailings scare came from use

of the material in construction where radioactivity - "

' tI could concentrate in basements. There would be no
ch concentration in the wide open space.5 of a high- "" ~

We're not experts in tailings or radioactivity.
But here's a big pile of sand that needs 3omething
done with it. Coming up soon is a big highway job
that will need some road building material.

Could the two needs be merged? It merits in-
vestigation.
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