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{ Editoriaily Speai;i;:g 1
Meeting Two Needs

What do you do with a tailings pile from a uranium
mill? And who pays for the doing? ‘ ;
The tailings pile left over from the Susquehanna«
Western, Inc. uranium mill south of town centinues
to be a worry., Whether there is any bhealth hazard
from the big sandpile has not yet been firmly esta-
blished. When the pile does dry out and blow it'is a
source of pollution, radioactive or not,

Everyone would be very much relieved if the
fsilm;;s pile disappeared. Saggestions to date include
covering it with soil and planting grass on the top-
soil. This would be an expensive process and re-
quire maintenance for at least several years, and
possibly indefinitely, in that Riverton's rainfall isn’t

'

enough to maintain sod without supplemental sprink-
ling.

Haul the sand back to the Gas Hills? Sure
could be done, for a price

Another idea has been suggested: How about
using the tailings in the construction of the River.
ton - Hudson road? Concentration and !~"Ur:n:u)h
is the fear, along with blowing. Under a mat of
asphalt the tailings sands might be well enough
diluted,” dispersed and protected and be no more
adioactive than the spring sunshine

The Grand Junction tailings scare came from
of the material in construction where radioactivity
could concentrate in basements, There would be no
such concentration in the wide open spaces of a high-

ay.

We're not experts in tailings or radicactivity,
But here's a k,'n, }u‘d‘ of sand that needs somet} ing
done with it, Coming up soon is a big highway job
that will need some road building material

Could the two needs be merged? It merits in-
vestigation.




