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Mr. Vincent S. Noonan, Project Director
PWR Project Directorate #5
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

South Texas Project
Units 1 and 2

Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499
Policy Statement on Engineering

Expertise on Shift (Generic Letter 86-04)

Dear Mr. Noonan:

By Generic Letter 86-04 the NRC requested certain information regarding
licensees' programs for meeting the Commission's requirements for providing
engineering expertise on shift (NUREG-0737, Item I.A.l.1) and for licensed
operator staffing (10CFR50.54(m)(2)). In response to this request Houston
Lighting & Power Company submits the following information for the South Texas
Proj ect (numbered to correspond to the request in the Generic Letter):

1. HL&P's current program for providing engineering expertise on shif t
is to use separate Shift Technical Advisors (STAS) who have been
certified in accordance with an NRC approved program. The STA
position will be filled with engineers assigned to the Nuclear Plant
Operations Department. There are currently eleven (11) engineers
enrolled in the STA Training Program. Although not required for STA
certification, these 11 engineers are also SRO Cold License
Candidates.

2. A candidate for STA Certification must have a bachelor's degree or
the equivalent in a scientific or engineering discipline. A waiver
for the required education may be granted by the Vice President,
Nuclear Operations when a candidate has documented accredited
college courses or can demonstrate an acceptable level of knowledge.
An acceptable level of knowledge can be demonstrated by one or more
of the following methods:

a. A Bachelor of Science degree in a non-engineering or
non-scientific discipline and a record of at least eight years
of experience in work of a character indicating that the
candidate is competent to perform STA functions.
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b. Successful completion of the State of Texas
Engineer-In-Training (EIT Examination),

c. Professional Engineer's License,

d. Bachelor's degree in engineering technology from an accredited
institution, including course work in the physical,
mathematical, or engineering sciences.

3. HL&P will submit, in a forthcoming FSAR amendment, changes to FSAR
Appendix 7A, Section I.A.l.1 which would authorize the use of either
Option 1 (SRO/STA dual role position) or Option 2 (STA position) to
meet the engineering expertise on shift requirements. This would
allow the use of Option 1 on one or more shifts given that personnel
qualify to fill the dual role position in the future.

If you should have any questions on this matter, please contact
Mr. P. L. Walker at (512) 972-8420.

Very trufy yours,
C'5 .

h Cx_ ]
M. R. WJ senburg
Manager, Nuclear L cen ing
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cc:

Hugh L. Thompson, Jr. , Dizector Brian E. Berwick, Esquire
Division of PWR Licensing - A Assistant Attorney General for
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation the State of Texas
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission P.O. Box 12548, Capitol Station
Washington, DC 20555 Austin, TX 78711

Robert D. Martin Lanny A. Sinkin
Regional Administrator, Re ; ion IV Christic Institute
Nuclear Regulatory Commiss.cxs 1324 North Capitol Street
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suit 1000 Washington, D.C. 20002
Arlington, TX .76011- t

I Oreste R. Pirfo, Esquire
N. Prasad Kadambi, Project hanager Hearing Attorney
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comnission Office of the Executive Legal Director
7920 Norfolk Avenue U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission'

Bethesda, MD 20814 Washington, DC 20555

Claude E. Johnson Charles Bechhoefer, Esquire
Senior Resident Inspector /STP Chairman, Atomic Safety &

' c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Licensing Board
Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

P.O. Box 910 Washington, DC 20555
Bay City, TX 77414

Dr. James C. Lamb, III
M.D. Schwarz, Jr. , Esquire 313 Woodhaven Road
Baker & Botts Chapel Hill, NC 27514
One Shell Plaza
Houston, TX 77002 Judge Frederick J. Shon

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
J.R. Newman, Esquire U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Newman & Holtzinger, P.C. Washington, DC 20555
1615 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036 Mr. Ray Goldstein, Esquire

1001 Vaughn Building
Director, Office of Inspection 807 Brazos

and Enforcement Austin, TX 78701
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555 Citizens for Equitable Utilities, Inc,

c/o Ms. Peggy Buchorn
T.V. Shockley/R.L. Range Route 1, Box 1684
Central Power & Light Company Brazoria, TX 77422
P.O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, TX 78403 Docketing & Service Section

Office of the Secretary
H.L. Peterson/G. Pokorny U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
City of Austin Washington, DC 20555
P.O. Box 1088 (3 Copies)
Austin, TX 78767

Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
J.B. Poston/A. vonRosenberg U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
City Public Service Board 1717 11 Street
P.O. Box 1771 Washington, DC 20555
San Antonio, TX 78296

Revised 12/2/85
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cc: F. Rowsome, Division of Human Factors
Technology, NRC

J. G. Dewease
W. H. Kinsey
R. L. Balcom
G. L..Parkey-
T. A. Godsey
M. A. McBurnett
STP-RMS (2)
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