December 7, 1998

Mr. H. L. Sumner, Jr.

Vice President - Nuclear

Hatch Project

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

Post Office Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1285

SUBJECT: SAFETY EVALUATION OF RELIEF REQUESTS FOR THE PUMP AND VALVE
INSERVICE TESTING PROGRAM - EDWIN I. HATCH NUCLEAR PLANT,
UNITS 1 AND 2 (TAC NOS. MA1296 AND MA1297)

Dear Mr. Sumner:

In your letter dated March 11, 1898, you submitted four new relief requests and one revised
relief request for the inservice testing (IST) program for pumps and valves for the Edwin |.
Hatch Nuclear Plant, Units 1 and 2. The NRC staff has reviewed the proposed relief requests
against the requirements of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Boiler and Pressure
Vessel Code pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 50 55a.

The . ‘ernative proposed in Relief Request RR-P-15 is authorized pursuant to i0 CFR
50.55a(a)(3)(i) in that it provides an acceptable level of quality and safety. Relief Requests
RR-V-7, RR-V-12, RR-V-14, and RR-V-15 are authorized pursuant to 10 CFR 50 55a(a)(3)(ii) in
that it has been determined that compliance with the specific requirements resuits in a hardship
without a compensating increase in the level of quality and safety.

The details of the staff’s review are provided in the enclosed Safety Evaluation. This completes
the technical review performed by the staff under TAC numbers MA1296 and MA1297.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

Herbert N. Berkow, Director

Project Directorate 11-2
9812100094 985 lu &‘0u u73 o Division of Reactor Projects - I/I|
:DR oh ¢ pml Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-321 and 50-366
Enclosure: Safety Evaluation

cc w/encl: See next page
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20655-0001
December 7, 1998
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Hatch Project
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Company, Inc.

Post Office Box 12985
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RR-V-7, RR-V-12, RR-V-14, and RR-V-15 are authorized pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3)(ii) in
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