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During an NRC exit for a special inspection on Health Physics held February
1-5, 1988, the licensee was notified of a potential violation of Technical
Specification 5.11.2 for failure to have adequate key control to Very High
Radiation Areas (VHRA). The NRC inspection cited the licensee for being in
violation of Technical Specification 5.11.2 prior to the Room 11 incident on
January 25, 1988 in which a locked but urlatched door to a Very High Radiation
Area was found by the licensee and reported in LER-88-001.

Technical Specification 5.11.2 states in part that locked doors shall be
provided to prevent unauthorized entry into Very High Radiation Areas and the
keys shall be maintained under the administrative control of the Shift
Supervisor on duty and/or the Plant Health Physicist in areas where lockable
entrances exist.

Prior t> January 25, keys used to gain access to VHRAs were limited to the
Shift Supervisor’s key locker, the Auxiliary Building Operator’s key ring, the
Plant Health Physics (HP) Technician's key locker, and select HP Technicians
and Radioactive Waste personnel whose jobs required frequent access to such
areas. The justification for issuing the keys to select HP Technicians and
Radioactive Waste personnel was considered, at that time, to be under the
administrative control of the Plant HP, therefore meeting the Technical
Specification requirements,

Following the incident on January 25, the licensee determined the VHRA key
control was inadequate and in need of stricter accountability. Red HP padlocks
were added to all doors which permit access to VHRAs. These keys are
exclusively under the administrative control of the on duty Shift Supervisor
and the Plant HP. Keys for the Red HP padlocks are located only in the Shift
Supervisor’'s key locker, in the Shift HP's key locker, the Plant Health Physics
key locker, and on the Auxiliary Building Operator’s key ring.

Future modifications are being evaluated to allow the monitor strike to alarm
locally and at the security panel when the bolt is withdrawn from the strike
plate. In addition, new locking cylinders with interchangeab'e tumblers will
be installed in place of the HP padlocks to remove the possibi.ity of
entrapping personnel inside a VHRA. An enhanced key control pruyram is being
studied. This program would enhance key control procedures and strengthen VHRA
key accountability.
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