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A
Dr. Andrew Kadak .

Department of Nuclear Engineering,24-207
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
77 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139-4307

Dear Dr. Kadak:

I am responding to your letter to Dr. William D. Travers, dated November 6,1998, regarding a
small, modular, pebble-bed reactor design. You requested information or regulatory guidance
on licensing such a design. As noted in your letter, the current Nuclear Regulatory Commission l

(NRC) regulations provide a process in 10 CFR Part 52 for licensing next-generation
(advanced) reactor designs. Specifically, Section 52.47(b)(2) provides a process for licensing i
an advanced design or unique design features by testing. i

|

Some background information and guidance on licensing gas-cooled reactor designs can be
found in NRC staff reports: NUREG-1226," Development and Utilization of the NRC Policy
Statement on the Regulation of Advanced Nuclear Power Plants"(June 1988), and NUREG-
1338," Draft Preapplication Safety Evaluation Report for the Modular High-Temperature Gas-
Cooled Reactor"(March 1989). Also, Chapter 21 of NUREG-1512," Final Safety Evaluation
Report Related to Certification of the AP600 Standard Design"(September 1998), contains the
NRC staffs evaluation of the testing programs performed by Westinghouse for the AP600
standard design. The enclosed notice explains how these reports can be obtained.

Mr. Jerry Wilson is the cognizant member of my staff who can answer questions on the
'

licensing process under 10 CFR Part 52. Please contact him by telephone at 301-415-3145 or
by e-mail at jnw@nrc. gov if you have any further questions on this matter.

Sincerely.
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.

$ 20g g 981122 Samuel J. Collins, Director

| 1226 C PDR Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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1 AVAILABILITY NOTICE<

:

Availability of Reference Materials Cited in NRC Publications
,

NRC publications in the NUREG series, NRC regu- NRC Public Document Room
lations, and Title 10, Energy, of the Code of Federal 2121 L Street, N.W., Lower Level !
Regulations, may be purchased from one of the fol- Washington, DC 20555-0001 )
lowing sources: < http://www.nrc. gov /N RC/PD R/pdr1.htm > l

1-800-397-4209 or locally 202-634-3273
" " '*

Microfiche of most NRC documents made publicly ;Go nt P inti g es
RO. Box 37082 available since January 1981 may be found in the :

Washington, DC 20402-9328 Local Public Document Rooms (LPORs) located in
<http://www. access.gpc. gov /su docs > the vicinity of nuclear power plants. The locations l

202-512-1800 of the LPDRs may be obtained from the PDR (see-

previous paragraph) or through:
|

2. The NationalTechnicalInformation Service <http://www.nrc. gov /NRC/NUREGS/ I,ISpringfield, VA 22161-0002 SR1350/V9/ipdr/html> 1

<http://www.ntis. gov /ordemow>
4

703 -487-4650 Publicly released documents include, to name a |
few, NUREG-series reports: Federal Aegister no- !

The NUREG series comprises (1) technical and ad- tices; applicant, licensee, and vendor documents |

ministrative reports, including those prepared for and correspondence; NRC correspondence and

intomational agreements, (2) brochures, (3) pro- intomal memoranda; bulletins and information no-

ceedings of conferences and workshops, (4) adju- ticos; inspection and investigation reports; licens-

dications and other issuances of the Commission se event reports; and Commission papers and
and Atomic Safety and Ucensing Boards, and their attachments.

(5) books. Documents available from public and special tech-
nical libraries include all open literature items, such

A single copy of each NRC draft report is available as books; joumal articles, and transactions, Feder-
free, to the extent of supply, upon written request at Aegister notices, Federal and State legislation,
as follows: and congressional reports. Such docurents as

theses, dissertations, foreign reports and transla-
Address: Office of the Chiefinformation Officer tions, and non NRC conference proceedings may

Reproduction and Distribution be purchased from their sponsoring organization.
Services Section

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Copies of industry codes and standards used in a

Washington' DC 20555-0001 substantive mannerin the NRC regulatory process
E-mail: <GRW1 @NRC. GOV > are maintained at the NRC Ubrary, Two White Flint

Facsimile: 301 - 415-2289 North, 11545 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD
20852-2738. These standards are available in the

A portion of NRC regulatory and technical informa- library for reference use by the public. Codes and

tion is available at NRC's World Wide Web site: standards are usually copyrighted and may be
purchased from the originating organization or, if
they are American National Standards, from-

American National Standards Institute
'

All NRC documents released to the public are avall- 11 West 42nd Street
able for inspection or copying for a fee, in paper, New York, NY 10036-8002
microfiche, or, in some cases, diskette, fram the <http://www.ansl.org>
Public Document Room (PDR): 212- 642-4900
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FINAL REPLY:
Dr. Andrew Kadak .

M22:nchusetts Institute of Technology !i ,
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