Mr. James W Langenbach, Vice President December 2, 1998

and Director, TMI
GPU Nuclear, Inc.
P.O. Box 480
Middletown, PA 17057

SUBJECT: SECOND 1J-YEAR INTERVAL INSERVICE INSPECTION PROGRAM PLAN
REQUEST FOR ALTERNATIVE EXAMINATION FOR THREE MILE ISLAND, UNIT
1 (TMI-1) (TAC NO. MA2006)

Dear Mr. Langenbach:

By letter dated June 3, 1998, GPU Nuclear, inc., (the licensee) submitted a request for approval
by the U.S. Nuciear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to perform an alternative at TMI-1 to the
ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code Section X requirements regarding actions to be taken
upon detecting leakage at a bolted connection during visual VT-2 leakage examinations.

The NRC staff has completed its review of the licensee's request to perform alternatives to the
Section Xl requirements and finds that it provides an acceptable ievel of quality and safety.
Therefore, the proposed alternative is authorized fo: the second 10-year interval pursuant to 10
CFR 50.55a(a)(3)(i). The details of the staff's review are contained in the enclosed Safety
Evaluation.

This completes the NRC staff's effort on this request and closes TAC No. MA2006. if you have
questions regarding this submittal call Tim Colburn at (301) 415-1402.

Sincerely,

Original signed by Robert A. Capra
for Cecil O. Thomas, Director

Project Directorate |-3

Division of Reactor Projects - I/l

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-289
Erclosures: 1. Safety Evaluation

2. Technical Letter Report
cc w/encls: See next page
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J. Langenbach

Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1

cC:

Michael Ross
Director, O&M, TMI
GPU Nuclear, Inc.
P.O. Box 480
Middletown, PA 17057

John C. Fomicola

Director, Planning and
Regulatory Affairs

GPU Nuclear, Inc.

100 Interpace Parkway
Parsippany, NJ 07054

Jack 8. Wetmore

Manager, TMI Regulatory Affairs
GPU Nuclear, Inc.

P.O. Box 480

Middietown, PA 17057

Emest L. Blake, Jr., Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, NW.

Washingion, DC 20037

Chairman

Board of County Commissioners
of Dauphin County

Dauphin County Courthouse

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Chairman
Beard of Supervisors

of Londonderry Township
R.D. #1, Geyers Church Road
Middletown, PA 17057

Wayne L. Schmidt
Senior Resident inspector (TMI-1)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

P.O. Box 219
Middietown, PA 17057

Regional Administrator
Region i

U.8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

475 Aliendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 15406

Robert B. Borsum

B&W Nuclear Technologies
Suite 525

1700 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

William Dornsife, Acting Director

Bureau of Radiation Protection

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Resources

P.O. Box 2063

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dr. Judith Johnsrud
National Energy Committee
Sierra Ciub

433 Orlando Avenue

State Coliege, PA 168032

Peter W. Eselgroth, Region |

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406



