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DEC 213ss
Docket tio. 50-482

fir. Bart D. Withers
President and Chief Executive Officer
Volf Creek i:uclear Operating Corporation
Pc,st Office Eox 411

Eur'.ir.gton, Kansas 6f639

Dear fir. Withers:

StrCJECT: LOSS OF DECAY 11 EAT REPOYAL, WOLF CREEK CEf.ERATit;G $1AT10fl

We hat 'ust issued Generic Letter F8-17 which addresses loss of decay beat
reroval {DFR) during r.onpower operation.

This lett(r was issued because of the rotential sericus consequence of loss of
shutdown cooling concurrent with significant core decay tcat. Further, it is

cur Lelief that the irdustry as a whole has not aggressivtly responded to
resolve the concern follcwirg its identification in our earlier Gercric Letter
87-12. In particular, the industry's response to the Generic Letter 87-12 was
deficient in the areas of (1) preventier. of accident initiation, (2) uitiga-
tion of accidents before they potentially progress to core darage, and (3)
control of radioactive ctaterial if a core danage accident shculd occur.
Gere-ic Lett(r EC-17 prescribes expeditious acticns which shculd ircediately
case the concern; and rarallel, but longer tern, prograrried er hancer'ents which
effectively eddress the root cause of the prcblens and pernit greater flexi-
bility 11 operation.

We consider this issue to be of high priority ard request that ycu assure that
your organization addresses it accordirgly.

@@dF2gnea ty]
N',''Ai'.9,bfy, Director
Office of Nuchar reactor Regulation

(c: See next rage
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Mr. Bart D. Withers
President and Chief Executive Officer
Kolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation
Post Office Box 411 ,

Burlington, Kansas 66839 |,

Dear 11r. Withers:
i

~

SUEJECT: LOSS OF DECAY HEAT ret'0 VAL, WOLF CREEK GENERATlhG STATI0il '

i
'

We have 'ust issued Geneiic Letter 88-17 which addresses loss of decay heat '

renovalf0PR)duringnonp1weroperation.
|

This letter was issued because of the potential serious consequence of loss of I

shutdown cooling concuirent with significant core decay heat. Further, it is !

our belief that the indust *y as a whole has not aggressively responded to
resolve the concern follow',ng its identification in our earlier Generic Letter
87-12. In particular, the industry's response to the Generic Letter 87-10 was
deficient in the areas of (1) prevention of accident initiation (2) mitiga-
tion of accidents before they potentially progress to core damage, and (3)
control of radioactive catcrial if a core damage accident should occur.
Generic Letter 88-17 prescribes expeditious actions which shculd imediately !

-

case the concern; and paral'el, but longer tern, pregrarried enhancencnts which
effectively address the root cause of the problems and permit greater flexi- i

bility in operation.

IWe consider this issue to be of high priority and request that you assure that
your organization addresses it accordingly.

Sincerely,
.

%^

Thcras E. Hurley, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation ;

cc: See next page
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Mr. Bart D. Withers Wolf Creek Geocrating Station1- .*

; Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation Unit No. 1

| CC:
'

| Jay Silberg, Esq. Mr. Gerald Allen j
1 Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge Public Health Physicist
i 1800 M Street, NW Bureau of Air Quality & Radiation

Washington, D.C. 20036 Controld

: Division of Environment
Chris R. Rogers, P.E. Kansas Department of Health

I.
Manager, Electric Depar+.r,ent and Environnient
Public Service Comissici Forbes Field Building 321
P. O. Box 360 Topeka, kansas 66620
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

Mr. Gary Boyer, Plant Manager-

| Regional Administrator, Region !!! Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corp.
1 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission P. O. Box 411
i 799 Roosevelt Road Burlington, Kansas 6fE39

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137
3 Regional Administrator, Region IV

Senior Resident Inspector / Wolf Creek U.S. }|uclear Regulatory Cornission<

l c/o V. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission Office of Executive Directcr
#

'
P. O. Box 311 for Operations
Burlington, Kansas 66839 611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite.1000

Arlington, Texas 76011
! lir. Robert Elliot, Chief Engineer

Utilities Division l'r. Otto riaynard, fianager Licensing
Kansas Corporation Comission Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corp.
4th Floor - State Office Building P. O. Box 411

j- Topeka, Kansas 66612-1571 Burlington, Kansas 6E839
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