UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20655

June 2, 1988

Docket No. 50-382

Mr., J. G, Dewease

Senfor Vice President - Nuclear Operations
louisfana Power and Light Company

317 Baronne Street, Mail Unit 17

New Orleans, Louisfana 70160

Dear Mr. Dewease:

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY WAIVER OF COMPLIANCE FROM TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATION 3,6.2.2 REGARDING FANS REQUIRED FOR CONTAINMENT
COOL ING SYSTEMS - WATERFORD STEAM ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT 3

The staff has reviewed the Louisiana Power and Light Company (LPAL) request

for a temporary waiver of compliance from Technical Specification (TS) 3.6.2.2
submitted in your May 31, 1988 letter. Our evaluation of this request and the
supporting information supplied with it is presented below,

Technical Specification 3.6.2.2 requires two independent groups of Containment
Cooling Systems with two fans in each group for Modes 1, 2, 3 and 4, The

fans must be operable in the modes and when changing modes., On May 28, 1988,
one fan was found to be inoperable and with damage to the motor windings that
would prevent its immedfate repair and return to service, We understand that
effort to locate a qualified replacement fan motor has not been successful

and although the motor has been shipped to a vendor for examination and repair,
the return to service of the fan unit will delay plant startup, Further, we
understand that without a temporary waiver or an emergency technical specifica-
tion change, the Unit must begin an orderly shutdown from Mode 2. A delay
while we prepare and issue the emergency technical specification change would
require a number of surveillances to be repeated with no clear benefit tc
public safety,

The LPAL request for a temporary waiver would allow the Unit to continue
operation in Mode 2 and to proceed to Mode 1 in an orderly startup. Continued
safe operation is based on the results of reanalysis of limiting events using
the same computer codes and models as was previously found acceptable for
waterford, The most limiting condition for peak containment pressure i1s the
Main Steam Line Break (MSLB) at 75% power. For long term pressure reduction
consideration, a Loss of Coolant Accident (LOCA) from 100% power is the most
1imiting. The reanalysis of these events demonstrate that only one fan in
efther containment cooling system group is required to maintain peak pressure
within the design pressure of the containment following an accident. This
assumes that the other fan in the other train is not available due to a single
failure. This also forms the basis for your proposed technical specification
change to reduce the number of fans in each group from two to one. The use of
acceptable codes and models and the results of the LP&L analyses have been
reviewed by the staff and we conclude that Waterford can safely proceed with
startup.
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This temporary waiver of compliance is in effect for 48 hours beginning at
5:00pm (EST) on May 31, 1988, We will advise you of our decision concerning
the acceptability of your reauest for an emergency technical specification
change once our review is completed.

Sincerely,

-‘\b : Cq. (et~
Jose A, Calvo, Ofrector
Project Directorate - IV
Division of Reactor Projects - III,
IV, V and Special Projects
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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W. Malcolm Stevenson, Esq. Regional Administrator, Region IV
Monroe & Leman U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1432 Khitney Building Office of Executive Director for
New Orleans, Louisfana 70103 Operations

611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Mr. E. Blake Arlington, Texas 7€011

l Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge

2300 N Street, NW Mr. Wil . fam H, Spell, Administrator
Washington, D.C. 20037 Nuclear Energy Division

Office ¢f Environmental Affairs
Resident Inspector/Weterford NPS Post Off«ce Box 146%C
Post Office Box 827 Baton Rouje, Louisfana 70298
Killona, Louisiana 70066 '
Mr. Ralph T, Lally President, Police Jury
Manager of Quality Assurance St. Charles Parish
Middle South Services, Inc. Hahnville, Louisfana 700L7
Post Office Box 6100C
New Orleans, Louisiana 70161
Chairmar William A, Cross
Louisiana Public Service Commission Bethesda Licensing Office
One Americanr Place, Suite 163( 3 Metro Center
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70825-1€97 Suite 61C

Bethesda, Marvland 20214
Mr. R. F. Burski, Acting
Nuclear Safety and Regulatory Affairs Manacer
Louisiana Power & Light Company
317 Baronne Street
New Orleans, Locuisiana 011%¢
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This temporary waiver of compliance is ‘n effect for 4€ hours beginning at
5:00pm (EST) on May 31, 1988, We will advise you of our decision concerning
the acceptability of your request for an emergency technical specification
change once our review is completed.

Sincerely,

/s/

Jose A, Calvo, Director

Project Directorate - 1V

Pivision of Reacto* Prejects - III,
IV, V and Special Projects

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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