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Your letter dated March 23, 2020, includes an example of a 50% absentee rate triggering 
regulatory relief in certain areas.  This example implies that it is unlikely that a shutdown of all 
plant operations would occur simultaneously.  In effect, a graded shutdown may occur over a 
period of time which may or may not lead to a complete shutdown of plant operations.  The 
NRC recognizes that it would be overly burdensome for BWXT NOG-L to analyze all scenarios 
that could potentially initiate the orderly shutdown for each area of the facility.  Furthermore, it 
would not be an efficient use of NRC resources to perform a detailed review of all potential 
scenarios and issue a license amendment addressing those vast possibilities, most of which are 
not likely to occur.  Given these unique circumstances, the NRC is requesting the following 
supplemental information based on the requirements of 10 CFR 70.22. 

1. Please confirm that BWXT NOG-L intends to individually request NRC pre-approval of 
regulatory relief from a particular regulatory or license commitment regarding a function 
(e.g., nuclear criticality safety, radiation protection, fire protection, material control & 
accounting, or emergency preparedness) specific to each area of the plant being shut 
down. 
  

2. Please describe typical timeframes needed to conduct the orderly shutdown of specific 
plant areas.  These timeframes will be used to better inform NRC’s strategy for reviewing 
potential relief requests. 
 

3. Please describe the process that BWXT NOG-L would initiate to communicate and 
document the potentially iterative relief requests associated with a graded shutdown.  As 
plant staffing conditions change, this process should effectively document specific 
additions or modifications to regulatory relief.  Finally, this process should also effectively 
document the lapsed functions such that their resumed performance can be confirmed 
prior to the restart of operations in each impacted area(s). 

 

In regards to the regulatory relief requested due to a complete shutdown of plant operations, the 
NRC is requesting the following supplemental information based on the requirements of 10 CFR 
70.22.  Note that the information requested in each number section below pertains to a specified 
timeframe (i.e., #4 – shutting down operations, #5 – complete plant shutdown, and #6 – 
restarting operations). 

4. Your letter dated March 23, 2020, states that a shutdown of normal operations would be 
similar to your Christmas holiday shutdown where unencapsulated material operations 
are suspended and SNM would remain in storage.  Please describe how you will shut 
down operations and the general timeframe needed to accomplish the shutdown.  If 
possible, provide a copy of the shutdown procedures you plan to use.  Your description 
should address the following: 

a. Will any material remain inside the processing equipment, or will all material be 
removed and itemized? 



b. Will any unencapsulated SNM/SSNM material be stored outside of a vault during 
the shutdown? 

c. What measures and actions will be taken if an inventory is suspended? 
d. Will any environmental samples be taken before shutdown? 

 
5. Please describe in detail the activities that will continue during a shutdown.  Your 

description should address the following: 
a. Will there be any material movement (e.g., internal transfers, shipments, or 

receipts) during the shutdown? 
b. Your letter states, “Also, during a shutdown, plant operations will be limited to the 

waste water treatment facility and other activities necessary to support safety and 
security.”  

i. What activities will continue in the waste water treatment facility (e.g., 
sampling, MC&A, etc)? 

ii. Please elaborate on “other activities necessary to support safety and 
security.”  Does BWXT NOG-L intend to continue meeting all regulatory 
and license commitments other than those for which relief has specifically 
been requested? 

c. Will emergency response communication checks and telephone number 
verification continue quarterly as compensatory measures? 

d. What fire protection compensatory measures (e.g., fire watch, etc) will be 
implemented during the shutdown? 

e. Would stopping any management measures in Chapter 11 result in a failure to 
meet performance requirements in 10 CFR 70.61? 
 

6. Please describe how you will restart normal operations after a shutdown.  Your 
description should address the following: 

a. Where will compliance with regulatory requirements be restored (e.g., startup 
testing and associated maintenance) before processing of licensed material is 
restarted? 

b. Do you have any concerns with developing a restart plan that includes a checklist 
of lapsed items (e.g., IROFS, safety system functional tests, periodic 
maintenance, safety-significant operator training, etc).  It would be beneficial in 
clarifying that these items have been completed prior to re-introducing SNM. 

c. Where will compliance with regulatory requirements be restored after processing 
of licensed material is restarted? 


