
June 26, 2020 

 

 
Sara Forster 
U.S. NRC 
 
Ms. Forster, 
Thank you for taking the time to review our requests and your assistance,  
regarding license #21-03210-01 for Ascension St John Hospital and 
Medical Center. 

I confirm we had a phone conversation Friday, June 19, 2020, and we 
confirm we met as a Radiation Safety Committee on June 23, 2020, where 
we presented information for both the first and second quarters of 2020.   

We did miss our March 2020 quarterly meeting and are disappointed you 
cannot consider our request to miss the first quarter meeting, as we were in 
the middle of a Covid-19 state of emergency, caring for ourselves and 
patients became the obvious priority.  I honestly cannot think of any other 
way we could have accomplished this task of RSC in the first quarter.  I 
was very sick and off work at the time, I was not allowed back into the 
facility, per Covid protocols as I had a high fever and cough and hospital 
staff were busy trying to deal with their own health as well as saving the 
influx of patients we had.  It was a true emergency in every way.     

All aspects of our RSC meeting items were completed, all audits, all 
security related items, all requirement and items that would have been 
presented at the meeting were completed on time and within the first 
quarter.  I have never missed a Radiation Safety Committee meeting in all 
my years of Junior Physicist, Junior RSO or RSO which is a total of over 25 
years, we do not plan on missing any in the future.    

We submit to withdraw the exemption request, only because you cannot 
meet the first quarter request.    

Sincerely, 
Laura T. Speer Smith 
Radiation Safety Officer 
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Song, Taehoon

From: Forster, Sara
Sent: Monday, June 29, 2020 11:30 AM
To: Song, Taehoon; Tomczak, Tammy; Pavon, Sandy
Cc: Orlikowski, Robert
Subject: FW: Re: Additional Information Request re COVID 19 exemption request for Ascension St. John 

Hospital, NRC Lic. No. 21-03210-01, CN621053
Attachments: SJMC NRC exemption request 2020.pdf

Hi Tae and Sandy… 
 
Could you please scan this in?  It is additional information to the referenced exemption action. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Sara 
 

From: Laura T. Smith‐ Physics <lsphysics@att.net>  
Sent: Monday, June 29, 2020 10:23 AM 
To: Forster, Sara <Sara.Forster@nrc.gov> 
Subject: [External_Sender] Re: Additional Information Request re COVID 19 exemption request for Ascension St. John 
Hospital, NRC Lic. No. 21‐03210‐01, CN621053 
 

hereyou go! 
Thank you for you hard work, and I understand your situation, and I hope you understand mine as 
well. 
 
 
Laura Speer Smith 
 
 
On Tuesday, June 23, 2020, 09:13:50 AM EDT, Laura T. Smith- Physics <lsphysics@att.net> wrote:  
 
 
 

Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android 
 

----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: "Forster, Sara" <Sara.Forster@nrc.gov> 
To: "Laura T. Smith- Physics" <lsphysics@att.net> 
Cc:  
Sent: Tue, Jun 23, 2020 at 7:44 AM 
Subject: RE: Additional Information Request re COVID 19 exemption request for Ascension St. John Hospital, NRC Lic. 
No. 21-03210-01, CN621053 

Dear Ms. Smith: 
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Thank you for meeting with me via phone last Friday, June 19, 2020.  Based on our conversation, it is the NRC’s 
understanding that the referenced licensee’s Radiation Safety Committee will be meeting this month.  Further, it is our 
understanding that any missed quarterly meetings were in the past, and the quarterly meeting frequency is expected to be 
met for the second quarter of 2020, as well as for future quarters.  If the meeting frequency will be met, there is no need 
for an exemption. 

  

As we discussed, please submit a signed and dated letter confirming your withdrawal of the exemption request referenced 
below.  Please provide the withdrawal letter within 7 days of this message (on or before June 30, 2020). Submission of 
your response as a pdf file attached to an email will allow for the quickest processing.  Please call or email me with any 
questions you may have, or if you are unable to respond by the date suggested above.  Thank you for your prompt 
attention to this matter. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Sara Forster 

U.S. NRC 

  

From: Forster, Sara  
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 6:03 AM 
To: Laura T. Smith- Physics <lsphysics@att.net> 
Subject: RE: Re: Additional Information Request re COVID 19 exemption request for Ascension St. John Hospital, NRC 
Lic. No. 21-03210-01, CN621053 

  

Thank you for your reply, Ms. Smith… If you are available between 1:30 and 3:30 pm eastern time, tomorrow, Thursday, 
June 11, 2020, I would like to discuss this request and the exemption requests for the other 4 licenses with you, over the 
phone.  I can also set up a Skype meeting, if you prefer.  Could you please let me know your availability and whether you 
prefer a skype meeting or a call?  If you prefer a call, please also provide a phone number. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Sara Forster 

U.S. NRC 

  

From: Laura T. Smith- Physics <lsphysics@att.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2020 8:14 PM 
To: Forster, Sara <Sara.Forster@nrc.gov> 
Subject: [External_Sender] Re: Additional Information Request re COVID 19 exemption request for Ascension St. John 
Hospital, NRC Lic. No. 21-03210-01, CN621053 
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Ok, Awesome, I am working from home on Thursday, tomorrow I am driving and testing CT and 
Nuclear, so Thursday I will respond. 

thanks 

  

Laura Speer Smith 

  

  

On Tuesday, June 9, 2020, 03:22:57 PM EDT, Forster, Sara <sara.forster@nrc.gov> wrote:  

  

  

Dear Ms. Smith: 
  
This message concerns your May 28, 2020 email, requesting an exemption from the Radiation Safety Committee (RSC) 
program oversight requirements, including meeting once per calendar quarter and doing “inservices” late.  In order to 
complete our review, additional information is needed. 
  

 Please indicate whether all operations at the referenced facility have been suspended, for the period when the 
RSC will be able to meet.  If all activities have not been suspended, please clarify which activities are continuing 
and which will not be occurring, during the time period for which the exemption is requested. 

  

 Please indicate whether it would be possible to hold a modified version of the RSC meetings, where certain 
members are not present.  (i.e. not requiring participation by members whose departments are closed, etc.)  If it is 
not possible to hold meetings at all, please clarify why such meetings cannot be held via phone or video 
conferencing tools.  Please specify the duration for which the exemption is requested. 

  

 Please clarify the request to do “inservices” late.  For example, is this part of the request to miss the required RSC 
meeting interval?  Or, is it a request to defer required radiation safety training? 

  

Please let me know when you may have availability to discuss these items.  We also need to discuss the applicability of 
the exemption request to the other licenses listed in your email.   
  
Thank you in advance, 
  
Sara A. Forster, Health Physicist Licensing Reviewer 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ‐ Region III 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
2443 Warrenville Rd. ‐ Ste. 210 
Lisle, IL 60532‐4352 
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sara.forster@nrc.gov 
Direct: (630) 829‐9892 
Facsimile: (630) 515‐1078 

 
  




