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that terminate in noncombustible closures is not dependent on
cable fill or size. Cases could be postulated in which a 6"
conduit penetrates a wall and terminates in noncombustible
component enclosures on either side of the wall. It appears
that this configuration may allow for a significant passage of
heat, particularly if the enclosures are relatively close to
the barrier.

Response

The passage of heat through a closed condui® should not be
considered any different than that through z pipe or a capped
conduit. 1In any of these cases, fire would not propagate
through the conduit. The case of the 6" conduit described
above would not allow the propagation of fire. 1In this

regard, the cable fill density is not an important parameter
for closed conduits.

General Comments

Investment in the development of the conduit test program was
justified because of th. lack of technical basis for the existing
guidance, the perceived excessiveness of the sealing requirements,
and the impossible surveillance requirements. The goal of the
test program and of the resulting guidance documentation was to
provide guidelines which would be applied using engineering
judgment to plant specific conficurations. The guidelines
developed achieve this goal. Although application of this
guidance requires an engineering assessment, the resulting conduit
sealing program will be more effective, readily verifiable and

more economical than one based on the previous regulatory
gJidance.
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