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BLANT AND SYSTEM IDENTIFICATION

General Electric -~ Boiling Water Reactor (BWR/4)
Reactor Water Cleanup (RWCU) (EIIS Designator:CE)

ARENTIFICATION OF OCCURRENCE

“A" Reactor Water Cleanup (RWCU) Pump Seal Failure and RWCU
Isclation -~ Equipment Failure

Event Date: September 8, 1988
Event Time 1715 Hours
This LER wasg initiated by Incident Report No. 88-1135%

The Plant was in OPERATIONAL CONDITION 1 (Power Operation) at ‘
1008 power generating 1086 MWe.

RESCRIFTION OF OCCURRENCE

On September 8, 1988 at 1535 hours, the "A" RWNCU filter
demineralizer train was restored to service following a systenm

outage for valve repacking, At 1713 hours, an "A" train RWCU
pump high seal cavity temperature alarm was received in the
contrel room. Local inspection determined that steam was

leaking fsom the pump seal. At 1715 hours, the RWCU systenm
isclated ou a high pump room differential temperature signal.
An investigation determined that the “A" RWCU pump seal had
failed., The "A" pump was isolated and ' e "B" RWNCU pump was
placed in service at 1810 hours. The failed pump seal was
replaced on September 9. 1988,

AEPARENT CAVSE OF OCCURRENCE

The root cause of thie colurrence wes aguipment failure,
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ANALYSIS OF QOCCURRENCE

Eight (8) RWCU pump seals have been replaced during the past 18
months. A high seal failure rate has also occurred at other
BWRs., A consortium with several other utilities was formed
during 1988 to design, manufacture and test a new RWCU pump
seal. A contract to perform this work is now under review by
the consortium, of which PSE&G is a member,

PREVIOUS OCCURRENCES

Previous occurrences are discussed above.

SAFETY ASSESSMENT
The plant was operated in accordance with the Technical

Specifications during the course of this event and therefore the '
health and safety of the public were not compromised.

EEPORTABILITY

This report is being submitted pursuant to the regquirements of
10CFRS0.73(a)(2)(iv).,

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

15 The failed RWCU pump seal was replaced the day following
this event.

- e As described above a new pump seal design is under
development,
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Pubiic feivice Electne and Gas Company

Nuclear Department

U, §. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Decument Control Desk
Washington, DC 2085%

Dear Sir:

HOPE CREEK GENERATING STATION
DOCKET NO., S50-154

UNIT NO, 1

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 88-023~00

This Licensee Event

PO Box 236

Report is being

Hancocks Bnage New Jersey 08038

October 6, 1988

submitted pursuant to

requirements of 10CFRS0.73(a)(2)(div).
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