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THE STATE, OF WYOMING

RSIOONQgjgINAl To pazMIKE SUtLtvAN
GOVERNOR

Department of Environmental O.uality
Herschler Building e 122 West 25th Street e Cheyenne. Wyoming 82002
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Ms. Donna Wichers '\;.h $Icf 'g
'

'

,

Manager N 9--

Malapai Resources Company N. -- c. 2 SEP 19 $88 * b.

!-~~

. !)P.O. Box 9950 -

Casper, WY 82609 I

ocoucau 4'} /
g e. .r rng

RE: Christensen Ranch In-Situ Uranium Project, TFN 2 4/91\?>
ta D

Dear Donna:

Enclosed are copies of your approved Commercial In-Situ Permit and
License for the above referenced project. Permit No. 478-A2 has been assigned
to this project. Picase refer to this permit number when discussing this
project in future correspondence.

Following is a list of conditions associated with the approved permit.
Conditions two (2) through seven (7) are special conditions of this permit.
Please indicate your acceptance of all conditions within fourteen (14) days of
receipt of this letter. If you do not wish to accept these conditions, please
respond within fourteen (14) days giving specific reasons why.

1. For the Wyoming UIC Program:

a. All reports required by this permit and other requested information
e shall be signed by the person who sf Ened the Final Sworn Statement or
r$ his duly authorized representative. A person is a duly authorized

gtuo representative only if:g
00

@$ The authorization is made in writing by the person who signed the-

Final Sworn Statement;
86
@@ The authorization specifies either an individual or position-

cM having responsibility for the overall operation of the reSulated

5 facility or activity; and

58< The written authorization is submitted to the administrator.| co a.u -

i ,,, J
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If an authorization is no longer accurate because a different
;
' individual has responsibility for the overall operation of the

facility, a new authorization must be submitted to the administrator
prior to or together with any reports or information to be signed by
an authorized representative.

b. In addition to the requirements of W.S. 35-11430(b), the permittee ;,

shall retain copies of all reports required by this permit, and *

records of all data used to complete the application for this permit,
for a period of at least three (3) years from the date of the report
or application.

;

| c. The permittee is required to conduct operations in accordance with
terms and conditions of the approved permit. The permittee is

,

j required at all times to properly operate and maintain all facilities !
and systems of treatment and control (and related appurtenances) '

which are installed or used to achieve permit performance, adequate
funding, adequate operator staffing and training and adequate :

d

laboratory and process controls, including appropriate quality
' assurance procedures.

,

; d. The permittee shall monitor the operation in accordance with the plan
! approved in the permit. Results of the onitoring program shall be

reported semi-annually to the administrator. Results of mechanical
integrity and other periodic tests required by the administrator
shall be reported with the first semi-annual report following the,

! completion of the test.

; 2. The operator will inspect the shoreline of the brine evaporation ponds
| monthly for dead or emaciated birds. Any specimens collected will be
( turned over to the Ca'ne and Fish Department for analysis. Surveillance

results will be reported in each annual report.,

|
'

3. RE: Wildlife Monitoring. Six raptor nests are situated within the
; proposed perinit area and 11 additional nests occur within 2 miles (Fig.
| D9-7 and Table D9-26). Two sage grouse leks occur within the permit area

and at least 1 additional lek is situated within 2 miles. The entire,

i permit area is classified winter / yearlong mule deer and pronghorn range.
(
! The applicant has not included a wildlife monitoring program in this
| permit application. W.S. 35 *1-406(b)(x111) requires (in part), "the

procedures proposed to avoid . . . endangering . . .". It is not possible to
comply with this statute without an ongoing monitoring prografi to detect
operational impacts upon important wildlife species. Therefore, the
applicant shall implement a monitoring program, which at a minimum shall
include
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a. Annual big game survey. One big game survey should be conducted
annually under suitable snow conditions during the January / February
period. The survey shall cover the disturbed area and a 1 mile
peripheral zone, using either aerial or ground techniques. Locations
of all anfralt observed shall be recorded by habitat type and legal
description, and plotted in a topographical map.

b. Annual nestin6 raptor surveys. All known nest locations on and
within 1 mile of the disturbed area shall be inspected annually to
determine status and production success. Sultable habitats shoulo be
searched to locate new or previously unrecorded nest sites.

c. Annual sage grouse lek attendance. Each known sage grouse lek on and
within 1 mile of the disturbed area shall be surveyed at least two
(2) times per year (one in late Ma rch, one in early April), to
determine peak attendance. All potentially suitable habitats shall
be searched to locate new or previously unrecorded leks. Lek
attendance should be recorded as numbers of males and females
observed during each of the 2 surveys.

Results of the above monitoring program shall be sumarized in each annual
report, along with a discussion of any wildlife-related problems which may<

have occurred during the monitoring year (e.g. big game road kills, fence
entanglements, raptor electrocutions, losses at processing ponds, etc.).

4 RE: p. D9-88 and Sec. 3.2, Mine Plan. All powerlines associated with
this mine shall be constructed according to specifications outlined in:

Olendorff, R.R., A.D. Hiller, and R.N. 1.chma n. 1981 Suggested
Practices for Raptor Protection on Powerlines - The State of the Art

in 1981. Raptor Res. Rep. No. 4 Raptor Research Foundation, Unv.
|

Minn. St. Paul. 111 pp.

5. No surface disturbing activitles shall take place within 100' of the
boundaries of archaeological sites 48CA533 and 48CA534 until a plan to
mitigate adverse effects has been submitted to the regulatory authority
and impicmented by the operator.

6. No surface disturbing activities shall take place within those portions of
the permit area which have !1ot been inventoried for cultural resources
until a Class !!! inventory or each area proposed for disturbance has been
completed and any significant cultural resources located have been

i

I salvaged to the satisfaction of the regulatory authority.
|

|
7. Applicant must obtain surface owner consent in Section 35, 745N, R77W,

|
SWANWl, SELNWl, SWlNEl, SE ANEl prior to any disturbance.

|

|

|

i
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. Good luck on
your new venture.

Sincerely,

JdVV
Roger Shaffe.'
Administrator
Land Quality Division

w . O. ct*

- - - - - -

William Carla d
Administrator
Water QJality DiVis n

/h
4*

Randolph hd
Director

RS:kG:RW:SI:k

Enclosures: Form 1 - UIC

cc: District !!!, w/ enclosures
Steve Ingle, w/o enclosures
Dale Smith, NRC Denver w/ enclosures
Dick Stockdale, SEO, w/ enclosures
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Condittoas/ Stipulations
Page Two of Two 5

TFN 2*4/91
.

a. Annual big game survey. One big game survey should be conducted
annually under suitable saov conditions during the January / February period.
The survey shall oever the disturbed area and a 1 mile peripheral sone, using
either serial or ground teohatques. Locations of all antaals o Merved shall

4 be reoroded by habitat type and legal description, sad plotted in a
topographical map.

b. Amaual nesting raptor surveys. All known nest locations ca and within
1 alle of the disturbed area shall be inspected annually to determine status -

and productico success. Suitable habitats should be searched to looste new or ;

previously unrooorded nest sites.

e. Annual sage grouse lek attendance. Each known sage grouse lek on and
within 1 mile of the disturbed area shall be surveyed at least two (2) times
per year (one in late March, one in early April), to determine peak

,

attendanoe. All potentially suitable habitats shall be searched to locate new
or previously unrecorded leks. 14k attendanoe should be recorded as numbers
of males and females observed during each of the 2 surveys.

r

Beaults of the above monitoring program shall be summarised in each annual
report, along with a discusatoo of any wildlife.related problems vnton may
have occurred during the monitoring year (.e.g. big game road kills, fence
entanglements, raptor electrocutions, losses at processing ponds, etc.). I'

4 RE: p. D9 88 and Sec. 3.2, Mine Plan. All powerlines associated withi

this mine shall be constructed according to specifications outlined in:

Clendorff, R.I., A.D. Miller, and R.N. Lehman. 1981 [
i Suggested Practices for Raptor Proteottoo on Power 11nes . ,

The State of the Art in 1981. Raptor Bes. Bep. No. 4 |
Raptor Besearch Foundation, Univ. Minn. St. Psul. 111pp. '

! 5. No surface disturbing activities shall take place within 100' of the
' boundaries of archaeological sites 48CA533 and 48CA534 until a plan to
i sitigate adverse effects has been submitted to the regulatory authority and
~ implosent by the operator.
t

| 6. No surface disturbing activities shall take place witkin those

l portions of the permit area which have Joo been inventorted for cultural ;

; resources until a Class III taventory of eaon area proposed for disturbance i

1 has been empleted and any signittoast cultural resources located have been
J oalvaged to the satisfaction of the regulatory authority.

'
7. Applicant must obtain surface owner consent in f4ction 35. T45N, 377V,

3d4W4, SglW4,5WINI4, StiEtt prior to any disturbance.

m n .
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