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ATOMIC POWER EQUIPMENT
GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, 175 CURTNER AVENUE, SAN JOSE CALIFORNIA 85114

Phone (408) 237-3000. TWX NO. 910-338-0116 DEPARTMENT

Letter No, 183-431-73
July 30, 1973

Mr. L. Manning Muntzing
Director of Regulations
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D.C. 20545

SUBJECT: GENERAL ELECTRIC CQMPANY REVIEW OF ATQMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
REGULATORY GUIDE 1.7

REFERENCES: (1) Letter from General Electric (J.A. Hinds) to AEC
(L. Rogers), No. 183-379-72, dated September 11, 1972

(2) Wilson, R.M., and Slifer, B.C., "Hydrogen Generation
and the Ceneral Electric Boiling Water Reactor,"
NELO-10723, February 1973

(3) Slifer, B.C. and Peterson, T.G., 'Hydrogen Flammability
and Burning Characteristics in BWR Containments,"
NEDO-10812, April 1973

(4) Scatena, G.J., "An Analytical Procedure for the
Conservative Calculation of Core ifetal-Water Reaction
Following a Design Basis Loss of Coolant Accident,"
NEDO-11013-77, May 1972

Dear Mr, Muntzing:

Reference (1) presented the General Electric Company opinions on ALC
Regulatory Guide 1.7 as of Septcmber 1972. That letter mentioned that
certain aspects of Safety Guide 7 are unrealistic. The Licensing Topical
Reports of references (2), (3), and (4), which are currently under
consideration by the ALC, describe studies and analyses conducted by
General Elcctric Company pertaining to hydrogen generation and
flammability., These studies provide a tecinical basis for establishing
hydrogen flammability limits in BIR containments.

We believe that the technical information contained in the aforementioned
topical reports represents a tecnnically sound basis which can be
utilized by the ALC in rcevaluating tiic requirements of Regulatory

Guide 1,7, We urgz the ACC to reconsider and modify the Regulatory
Position as reflected in Regulatory Guide 1.7 to reflect hydrogen
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control requirements which are more consistent with the established
technical considerations. We will be pleased to discuss these
considerations with you further at your convenience.

Sincerely,

////'//b

A, P Bray, hbnagcr
Applications Engincering
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