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REVIEW & CUTLOOK

Lights Out

Politiclans - prominent among
them Mario Cuomo and Michae) Du-
kakis~have managed to beach two
big East-Coast nuclear-power proj-
ects. Shoreham and Seabrook. New
York State and Long Island £
Co. agreed last week to close .
ham. The plant cost $5.3 billion to
build, but it will never illuminate a
single light bulb. “‘Shoreham has to
die, Shoreham will die," Governor

Cuomo the nuy proclaimad.
Citizens who ¢ would have
benetited from LS now seem
likely 1o be aw: honor of pay-
ing higher taxe Jtlity rates for
nothing. But the+ 's more fun com-

ing. Those same ratepavers and tax-
payers also can Jook forward to power
shorwages this zummer.

John Siegei, wice president for
technical programs for an industry
group called the U.S. Council for En-
ergy Awarencss, predicts brownouts
over extersive parts of the Northeast
If temperatures rise to levels that
bring about maximum use of air con-
ditioning. The problem will be more
genera! than the limited difficulties
experienced i New England last
year.

Because the electrical-utility indus-
try developed a substantial surplus of
capacity at the of this dec-
ade, politicians have played the no
nukes game with blissful unconcern
over the threat of shortages. But such
follies usually bring a day of reckon-
"¢ This one is no exception. Now
tiose same politicians can ook for-
ward to prospects that the Northeast
will be a less atwractive region for in:
dustnial development because of un:
certain prospects for power.

The two governors reckoned with-
out several factors. First, Reagano
mics has produced a far more
tained and vigorous economic

recov
ery than they . particularly
MWNM%U.I.M
facturing 1 receivad a
beost from

Through not taking sufficient ac-
count of this resurgence, the Depart-
ment of Energy 's Energy Information
Administration (DOE 'ElA) and

North Amernican Electric Reliability
Counci! (NERC' consistently have
been underestumating growth of elec-
tricity usage. NERC forecasts elec
tncity demand growth averaging 2.1%
& year between 1987 and 19% and on

that basis no new gupply Is needed
On a nationally averaged basis before
1926,
But as Mr. Siege! points out, elec
sales last year actually grew by
4.5% from the year before, about dou-
ble NERC and DOE estimates. “And
or the first quarter of 1988, he said

-

In a recen’ report, “electric sales
grew 74% vs. a DOE ElA fore
cast.

Mr. Siegel thinks it's reasonable to

projected additions to supply are only
43,000 megawatts Moreover, that in-
cludes both Seabrook and Shoreham
Unlike the presumably “dead’ Shore-
ham plant, Seabrook may stil] operate
even though its principal owner, Pub-
lic Service (» ~f New Hampshire,
was forced . .. 4pter 11 by the
roadblocks se .. v ukakl - al.
The capactyy 100 Inclu.2s as
well 8,000 megawatts of fossil-fueled
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