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At approximately 1500 GT on 03/11/86, Unit 1 was shutdown for refueling
. (reactor vessel completely loaded with fuel and head not installed), and Unit

- 2 was operating at 2063 mt (approximately 85% power) . At that time,
personnel were performing once per operating cycle proce&re 42SV-T46-003-1 on
the "lA" standby gas treatment (SBGT) filter train when they noted that the
filter train's downstream charcoal adsorber bed was wet.

_

%e "lA" SBGT filter train's charcoal filter bed apparently became wet (from a
leaking fire protection deluge valve) on or before 11/24/85. We deluge valve
was isolated from its water alpply on 11/24/85 and replaced on 1/13/86. ne
wetting of the charcoal caused degradation of the train, and operation in a
condition contrary to the Unit 1 and Unit 2 Technical Specifications.

A material failure in the deluge valve seat apparently allowed encuqh leakage
to wet the downstream filter bed. Noncompliance with Technical Specifications
was &e to personnel failure to recognize that a leaking deluge valve drip
check value may indicate that the deluge valve is leaking.

The charcoal bed was replaced on 3/14/86 and the train was functionally tested
- and returned to service on 3/17/86. Operations and Maintenance Department

personnel will be instructed on the significance of leaking deluge value drip
check valves.
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A. REQUIRDETF EOR REPORT

Wis event is reportable per 10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (i) (B) beca1se it
reallted in both Unit 1 and Unit 2 being operated in a condition
contrary to the realirements of the Technical Specifications.

B. UNIT (s) STA'IUS AT TIME OF EVENT |

Unit 1 was in shitdown for refueling (reactor vessel completely loaded
with fuel and head not installed) . Unit 2 was in steady-state'
operation at 2063 mt (approximately 85% of rated thermal power) .

C. DESCRIPTICN OF EVENT

At approximately 1500 GT on 03/11/86, contractor personnel wnre
performing the once per operating cycle " TESTING OF C.R. AND SBGP
FILTER 'IRAINS BY VENDOR" procedire (42SV-T46-003-1) on the "lA" standby
gas treatment (SBGT) filter train when they noted that the filter
train's downstream charcoal filter bed was wet. A seven-day IID had
been established (prior to removing the train from service for testing)
per Unit 1 Technical Specifications Section 3.7.B.1 and Unit 2
Technical Specifications section 3.6.6.1, AcrION a.

An investigation of the event showed that the "1A" filter train's
charcoal filter bed apparently became wet (from a leakinq fire
protection deluge value) on or before 11/24/85. The details a're as
follows:

1. On 11/24/85, plant personnel noted that the fire protection deluge
valve's drip check valve for the "lA" SBGr filter train was
leaking.

2. On 11/25/85, plant personnel began repair work on the deluge
valve. However, when they attempted to repair the deluge valve
(lT43-F032A), they found that the valve's seat was ' pitted beyond
repair. Subsealently, a replacement. valve was ordered.

3. %e new valve was installed and passed a vialal inspection for
leaks on 01/13/86. 'Ihe deluge valve's water alpply value,

| (lT43-F028A) was closed on 11/24/85, and opened on 01/15/86.'

'
| 4. The wet charcoal was discovered on 03/11/86.
:
' Wetting of the charcoal degraded the filter train apparently to the

- point that it was inoperable. 'Ihis event was contrary to the following,

) recuirements of Technical Specifications:
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1. Unit 1 Technical Specifications Section 3.7.B.l.a allows operation,

7 (with one SBGP train inoperable) for a period of seven days,
T providing that all active components in the remaining SBGT systems

(i.e., one in Unit 1 and two in Unit 2) are demonstrated operable
~

within four hours, and daily thereafter.;
1

2. Unit 2 Technical Specifications Section 3.6.6.1, ACTION a recuires
- (with one SBGT train inoperable) that the unit " restore the

inoperable mbsystem to OPERABIE status within seven days or be in
- at least HOP SiUIDOWN within the next 12 hours and in CDLD SHUIDOWN
} within the following 24 hours."

- D. CAUSE OF EVENT
:

he root cmse of the wet charcoal was apparently &e to material
( failure in that the deluge valve's (lT43-F032A) seat was leaking enoagh
- to wet the downstream charcoal filter bed.
E

- We root cmse of the noncompliance with Technical Specifications was a
( failure of the involved personnel (both licensed and non-licensed plant
; personnel) to recognize that a leaking drip check valve coald be

indicative of a leaking deluge valve.c

[ E. ANALYSIS OF EVENT

Per section 5.3.3.3 of the Unit 1 FSAR, the SBGT trains each have 100%
capacity and the effectiveness of one train is not altered by the loss
of the rei ndant train. %e "lB" SBGT train, as well as the two Unit 2

_ SBGP trains ("2A" and "2B") remained operable & ring this event.

If SBGT train "lA" had been recuired to operate & ring the time its
; filter bed was wet, the "lA" train may not have removed a satisfactory

amcunt of methyl iodine (if present) which exuld have remited in-

anrunciation in the main control room of the radiation monitor in the
_ "lA" train's discharge air &ct. % erefore, the health and safety of

the public were not adversely affected by this event.

[ F. (DRRECTIVE ACTIONS
!
_

"

'
%e damaged (wet) charcoal bed was replaced in the "lA" SBGT filter
train on 03/14/86. The filter train was then satisfactorily

[ functionally tested and returned to service on 03/17/86 per procet re
p 42SV-T46-003-1. %e Unit 1 and Unit 2 Iros were then terminated at
g approximately 0845 CST on 03/18/86.

' The failure of personnel to recognize the significance of the leaking
i drip check valve will be corrected by providing appropriate
; instructions to Operations and Maintenance Department personnel.
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G. ADDITIONAL INFOR'% TION

1. FAILED CDMEONENP(s) IDENTIFICATION

VALVE bHR: GRINNEL; FODEL: "B"; EIIS IDENTIFIER: KP.

I 2. FaEvIOas SimIm EvEN1s
|

'Ihere have been no past similar events where a SBGT carbon bed
filter has been wetted by a leaking deluge valve.
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Georgia Ptrwer Company. .

333 P.edmont Avenue
*

Atlanta Georgsa 30308
Telephone 404 526 6526

Mading Address:
Fbst Office Box 4545
At!anta. Georgia 30302 h

Georgia Power
L.T.Gucwa trv sc vt"em eA tir c *:y: tem
Manager Nuclear Safety
and Licensing

SL-585
0166C

April 10,1986

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
|

Document Control Desk '

Washington, D. C. 20555

Enclosed is Licensee Event Report 50-321/1986-007 This report meets the
reporting requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(1)(B).

Very truly yours,

N &nJ

L. T. Gucwa

EBS/lc

Enclosure

c: Mr. J. P. O'Reilly
Mr. J. T. Beckham, Jr.
Mr. H. C. Nix, Jr.
NRC-Region II
G0-NORMS
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