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ATTN Document Control Oesk
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Washignton, D. C. 20555

Subject: Docket No. 50-482: Environmental Impact of Inoressed
Puel EnrichmenIe and Burnups
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Gentlemen:
i

Tne purpose of this letter is to document Volf Creek Nuoloar Operating;

Corporation's (WCN00) conclusion that the environmental effects of the.

'

ope ration of Volf Creek Generating Station (VCGS) at fuel enrichments af up
to 5.0 weight percent U-235 and fuel irradiations of up to 60 GWD/MT are
bounded by the impacts reportei in Table S-4 of 10 CPR Part 51.

As reluestel by the Stsff, WCNOC has compared the future operation of WCGS
at fuel enrichments up to those allowed by Amendment No. 16 (4.5 weight |

percent U-235) with the NRC assessment of the environmental effects
reculting from extended fuel enrichment ani irradiation, related to the
operation of Carolins Power & Light Compsny's Shearon Harris Nuolear Power
Plant (53PR30355). The Stsff's assessment concluded thst, "The
Enviror. mental Impacts sumstized in Table 3-4 of 10 CPR 51.52 for the burnup

; level of 33 GWD/MT are conservative snd bound the corresponiing impacts for
burnup level up to 60 GWD/MT ani Ursnium-235 enrichments up to five peroeat3

j by weight". In addition, the Staff slso concluded thst, "There are no
; signitiosnt adverse radiological or non-radiologioni impacts associated with

the use of extendet fuel burnup ani/or incressed enrichment, and thst this
case will not significantly affect the quslity of the Human Environment".
WCN00 concurs with this assessment.

I VCN00's review has concludei that future operation of VCGS with fuel
enrichments of up to 5 weight percent and burnup levels up to 60 GVD/MT is
bouniei 'oy the impacts reportei in Table 3-4 of 10 CPR Part 51. Thiu;) conclusion is baael on a review of the Stsff's Notice of Environmental'

Assess nent ani Piniing of No Signifiesnt Impact for Exteniel Burnup Puel Use
, in Comercial LWRs (53PR6040): NUREG/CR-5009, "Asseosment of the Use of
j Extente.1 Burnup Puel in Light Water Power Reactors"; and the Staff's I

Environsental Assessment relr.ted to the operation of the Shearon Harris 1

Nuolese Power Plant.3
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.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, plesco contact me or

Mr. O. L. Maynsed of my staff.
Very truly your.4,

Bart D. Vithers
President and
Chief Executive Officer

BDW/jad

oo B. L. Bartlett (NRC)
D. D. Chamberlain (NRC)
R. D. Martin (NRC)
P. V. O'Connor (NRC), (2)
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