South Caroling Elctric & Gas Company Oitie §. Bragham
PO Box 88 Vice President
Jenkingville, SC 29065 Nuciear Operations

(803) 345-4040

AT September 29, 1988

Document Control Desk
U. §. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 585

Subject: Virgil C, Summer Nuclear Station
Docket No. 50/395
Operating License No, NPF-12
NRC Bulletin 88-08

Gent lemen:

Attached is the South Carolina Electric & Gas Company (SCEEG) initial
technical response to NRC Bulletin 88-08, "Thermal Stresses in Piping
Connected to Reactor Coolant Systems." This response was prepared in
conjunction with Westinghouse Corporation, which SCERG considers tc be the
most knowledgeable to date in the industry on the thermal cycling phenomenon
addressed by the NRC 1n Bulletin 88-08, Additional reports required by the
Bulletin will be transmitted as applicable action items are completed

The attached report outlines the action plan and technical basis for the
fnspection 3nd monitoring programs to be implemented during the current
refueling outage at the Virgil C., Summer Nuclear Statfon, These progran,
were developed to ensure the concerns of the NRC Bulletin were addressed in a
responsible manner and that the continued safe operation of the plant was
maintained. The programs include installing temperature monitoring devices
on applicable unisolable sections of piping connected to the reactor coolant
system and performing nondestructive examinations on identified critical weld
and base meta)l locations. Not all weld and base metal locations on all
sections of affected piping are scheduled to be examined as a por-tion of the
programs; to do so would not nrovide a significantly greater assurance of
safety commensurate with the increased radiation exposure to individuals,
However, contingency plans do call for increased inspections if the regular
inspections reveal nonconformances, Therefore, the programs bel

implemented by SCEAG to address the requirements of NRC Bulletin 88-08 have
been determined to be both technically justifiable and responsive to safaty
concerns,
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Should you have any questions, please contact us at your convenience.

Very tru1y yours,

o)

0. S. Bradham fG;/
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