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Technical Specifications (T/E) were viclatad twice due to an error in their
‘Nterpretation. With the "B" train air conditioning unit (AQU) incperable,
on Septeber 22, 1987, at 1786 CUT, the “"A" train Essential Service Water
System was declared inoperable. Since this rendered both Control Roem
Ventilatian System (CRVS) trairs incperable, T/8 3.0.3 should have bwen
enteral, but was not, Also, at 1515 QUT, on Septarber 26, 1987, the action
statement for 7/8 3.7.6 was not entered when AU repair took longer than
al lowed ,

T/8 regquires ggerable CRVS trains, but contain no surveillance for the A0,
T/8 provide tamperature limits for the Control Roam, and allow excealding the
Limits tor short periods. As a result, T/8 were interpretel as not
requiring an AV for the OWVS train to e gperable, as long as tle
taperature limits were met. At 1530 COT on August 25, 1988, a design
englineering review deteminal that this interpretation overlocked a post
accident regulrement .

——

T™he incorrect interpretation was due to cognitive personnel errcr, made on

November i, 1986 by managemsnt personnel. Involved persconnel have been

counse led concerning the neeo to be sensitive to design reguirenents of

sypporting equipment and to solicit engineering involvement when needed. }3"
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EVENT DESCRIPTION

Technical Specifications were violated twice due to an error in their
interpretation. On September 22, 1987 at 1786 CDT, when one section of pipe
(BI-PSP] in the "A" train of Essential Service Water System [BI) was
discovered to have eroded o less than the minimum wall thickness, the "A"
train of Engineered Safety Features was declared inoperable. At that time,
the "B" Control Roam air conditioning unit [VI-ACU] was inoperable due to a
failed power supply [VI-RIX]. The Shift Supervisor ordered the power supply
to be removed fram the "A" air conditioning unit to repair the incperable
"B" unit. That action was campleted at 1933 CDT. Since this repair

rarily rendered both Control Roam Ventilation System (CRVS) [VI-AIU)
trains inoperative, Technical Specification 3.0.3 should have been entered,
The action statement of Technical Specifications 3.0.3 was not entered. The
plant was in Mode 1, Power Operation, at about 10@ percent power at this
time. |

At 1515 CLI on Septarber 23, 1987, when the above Control Room air
conditioning unit power supply had been inoperable for seven days, the
action statements of Technical Specifications 3.7.6 were nut camplied wivh,
These action statements require the plant to be in Cold Shutdown in 30 hours
and to place the CRVS in the recirculation mode. The plant was in Made 3,
Hot Standby, at the time and subsequently entered Mode 4, Hot Shutdown at
2020, COT on September 30, 1987, and Mode 5, Cold Shutdown, at 9738 CDT on
September 30, 1987, in preparation for refueling.

This report is being sulmitted pursuant to 10CFR 58.73 (a)(2)(i)(B) as a
condition prohibited by the plant's Technicai Specificat.ons.

BACKGROUND  INFORMAT ION

Technical Specification 3.7.6 requires both trains of CRVS to be operable in
all modes. The associated action statements allow a single CRVS train to be
inoperable for up to seven days. The surveillance requirements, that are
required to demonstrate the operability of the CRVS, contain no requirement
for the air conditioning units. Technical Specifications 3.7.12 requires
that temperature lunits for various areas of the plant, inciuding the
Control Roam, shall not be exceeded for more than eight hours or by more
than 30 degrees Farenheit. These two sections of Technical Specifications
were interpreted as not requiring an air conditioning unit to be gperable in

order to establish (RVS train operability, as long as the temperature limits
were met.

The CRVS is required to be able to operate in the recirculation mode for 30
days following a design basis accident. On August 25, 1988 at about 1530
COT, a design engineering review determined that in order to maintain
Control Roam temperatures during this time, an ai - conditioning unit was
required to cool the CRVS air. This detepmination rendered the previous
interpretation invalid.
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The operating history of the Control Room air conditioning units was
reviewed to determine if declaring the CRVS train inoperable whenever its
air conditioning unit was inoperable would have violated the Technical
Specifications. It we: determined that a plug-in power supply had remained
inoperable fram Septemoer 21, 1987 to October 13, 1987, resulting in the two
events described above.

CAUSE OF EVENT

This event was caused by cognitive personnel error when the original
interpretation overlooked the need for the ventilation train to be able to
maintain Control Roum temperature for 30 days while operating in the
recirculation mode following a design basis accident. This need dictates an
cperable air conditioning unit in the CRVS Train. The original
interpretation was made on November 1, 1986, by management personnel
holding, or having held, Senior Reactor Operator's licenses at Wolf Creek.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

A revision to the Technical Specification interpretation that reguires the
Control Roam air conditioning unit to be operable for the CRVE train to be
considered operable was approved on August 29, 1988. Licensed cperators
were informed of the revised iuterpretation. Personnel involved in this
interpretation have been counseled concerning the importance of weing
sensitive to design requirements of supporting equipment, and to solicit
engineering involvement wher needed.

AWLYSIS OF EVENT

If an accident had occurred during the 22 day period (while the power supply
remained inoperable) that required the CRVS to operate in the recirculation
mode and also rendered the redundant train inoperable, the operable power
supply (a plug=-in unit) could have been moved to the required air
caxlitioning unit, as it was September 22, 1987,

There was no damage to plant equipment or release of radiocactivity as a
result of this event, and at no time did conditions develop that may have
posed a threat to the public safety.

ADDITIONAL INFORMAT ION

The Control Room air conditioning unit is a Carrier Model @7E water cooled
unit, naminally rated at 41.5 tons capacity.

There have been no previous Licensee Event Reports involving an error in a
Technical Specification interpretatiaon.
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 WOLF CREEK

NUCLEAR OPERATING CORPORATION

September 23, 1988
WM 88-0237

Us S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk

Mail Station P1-137

washington, D, C, 20555

Subject: Docket No, 50-482:1 Licensee Event Report 88-016-00

Gentlemen:

The attached Licensee Event Report (LER) is submitted pursuant to 10 CFR
50.73 (a) (2) (1) concerning a Technical Specification violation.

Very truly yours,

Wt

Bart D, Withers
Prealdent and
Chief Executive Officer

BDW/ jad
Attachment
D. D, Chamberlain (NRC), w/a

Re D, Martin (NRC), w/a
P. W, O'Connor (NRC), w/a (2)
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