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Ttdnical Sgecificaticos (T/S) were violatal twice dtw to an error in their
'nterpretaticn . With the "!!" train air ccn11tioning unit (ACU) irgerable,
cn Septoter 22, 1987, at 1706 CUT, the "A" train Essential Service Water
Syste was declarul irgerable. Since this realeral loth Centrol .'tm

i
Ventilaticn Systen (ChvS) trains incterable. T/S 3.0.3 should Mve tem

i

enteral, lut ms rot. Also, at 1515 CJr, en Swtetwr 28,19S7, the action !

stotwent for T/S 3.7.6 ms ret enteru3 whm n repair tcok Icn3er than |

allo.td . |

T/S requires gerable ChTS trains. lut contain to sutveillarce for the ACLI.
T/S provide tunporatutu lirnits for the Centrol Rcm, an1 allcw exce<dinj the

]limits ivr s)crt ptrio3s. As a result, T/S wre interpretal as not
i

repirin) an W for the ONS train to te gerable, as Ico) as thi
,

tugerature limits wre met. At 1530 CUT cn Atsust 25,19S9, a design ;

eraginvering reviw detenninal that this interpretaticn overicokal a Inst |

aceidsnt raiuirunent .

The incorrect interpretaticn us due to caJnitive Iersonnel errer, mde cn
Nowrier 1,1906 by reguynt persconel. Involval perscnnel Mye trm
ccenseloi curemity the ran to te sensitive to design rapirments of
sulgortinj upi ment aid to r.olicit en31ncarinj inmivement when reahd.l
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EVIWr DESCRIPTION

Technical Specifications were violated twice due to an error in their I
|interpretaticn. On Septarber 22,1987 at 1706 CDP, when one secticn of pipe

[BI-PSP] in the "A" train of Essential Service Water Systan [BI] was
discovered to have ercded to less than the mininum wall thickness, the "A" |

train of Engineered Safety Features was declared inoperable. At that time,
the "B" Control Roan air conditioning unit [VI-ICU] was inoperable due to a l
failed power supply [VI-RJX]. The Shift Supervisor ordered the pow r supply {to be runoval fran the "A" air conditioning unit to repair the inoperable

j
"B" unit. That action was coupleted at 1933 CDr. Since this repair i

tunporarily rendered both Control Rcon Ventilaticn Systen (CRVS) [VI-N1U] |trains inoperative, Technical Specification 3.0.3 should have been entered. I

The actico statenent of Technical Specifications 3.0.3 was not enteral. The
iplant was in hkxle 1, Power Operation, at about 100 percent power at this )time. i

|

At 1515 CDP cn Septanber 28, 1987, when the above Control Rcon air
conditioning unit power supply had been inoperable for seven days, tM
action statenents of Technical Specifications 3.7.6 wre rut conplied wi.h.
These action statunents require the plant to be in Cold ShutcbAn in 30 Inurs
and to place the CRVS in the recirculation node. The plant was in Mcde 3,
Hot Standby, at the time ard subsequently entered Mcde 4, Hot Shutcban at
0020, Cfr on Septanber 30, 1987, and Stxle 5, Cold Shutdown, at 0738 CUT cn
Septanber 30, 1987, in preparation for refueling.

This report is being subnittai pursuant to 10CFR 50.73 (a)(2)(1)(B) as a
conditico prohibited by the plant's Technical Specifications.

|

|
BAOMXND INEDBMATION

'

Technical S;ccification 3.7.6 requires both trains of CRYS to be cperable in
jall nodes. The associato1 acticn statanents allow a single CRVS train to be I

inoperable for up to seven days. The surveillance requiranents, that are-

required to deronstrate the cperability of the CRVS, contain no requiranent lfor the air ccolitioning units. Technical Specifications 3.7.12 requires |
that tanperature Ibnits for various areas of the plant, including the
Ccntrol Rcon, shall not be exceeded for nore than eight hours or by nore i

than 30 degrees Farenheit. These two sections of Technical Specificaticns
wre interpretal as not requiring an air conditicning unit to be cperable in I

order to establish GVS train cperability, as icn3 as the tunperature lintits !
were met.

The CRVS is required to be able to cperate in the recirculation node for 30
days following a design basis accident. On August 25, 1988 at atout 1530
CDr, a design engineering review detennined tMt in onler to naintain |

Control Roam tunperatures during this tinn, an al.' conditicnin3 unit was <

requiral to ccol the CRVS air. 'Ihis detennination ren.lered the previous
interpretaticn invalid.
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The operating history of the Control Rocrn air conditioning units was
reviwod to determine if declaring the CRVS train inoperable whenever its
air conditioning unit was inoperable would have violated tM Technical
Specifications. It wal determined that a plug-in per supply had renained 1

inoperable fran Septancer 21, 1987 to October 13, 1987, resultig in the tw |
events described alxwe. )

l
'

CAuss w Ev.Ewr
|

This event was caused by cognitive personnel error when the original )
interpretation overlooked the need for the ventilation train to be able to
maintain Ccntrol Roan temperature for 30 chys while operating in the
recirculation mode following a design basis accident. This need dictates an
operable air conditioning unit in the CRVS Train. The original

,

)
interpretaticn was unde cn Novarber 1,1986, by managanent persconel
holding, or having held, Senior Reactor Operator's licenses at Wolf Creek.

CORRFI:TIVE ACPICNS

A revision to the Technical Specification interpretation that requires the
Control Roan air conditioning unit to be cperable for the CRV5 train to be
considered cperable was afproved on August 29, 1988. Licensed cperators

,wm:0 infonned of the revised interpretaticn. Personnel involve.d in this j
interpretation have been counseled concerning the importance of being

|sensitive to design requiranents of supporting equiranent, and to solicit i

engineering involvement when needed.

N4ALYSIS OF EVENT

If an accident had occurred during the 22 day pericd (while the power supply
rariainel incperable) that require 3 the CRVS to cperate in the recirculation
m:de and also ren3ered the redundant train inoperable, the operable pcuer
supply (a plug-in unit) could have been novel to the required air
ccrxlitioniny unit, as it was Septanber 22, 1987.

There was no dannge to plant equipment or release of radioactivity as a
result of this event, and at na time did co'iditions develop that nny Mve
posed a threat to the public safety.

NEITICNAL INMEMATICN

The Control Iban air conditioning unit is a Carrier Mcdel 07E water cooled
unit, naninally rated at 41.5 tons capacity.

There have been no previous Licenseo Event Reprts involving an error in a
Technical Specification interpretatial.
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W$LF CREEK |.

NUCLEAR OPERATING CORPORATION

Bart D. Wdhers
Pretadent and
CNet Esecutive omcee

September 23, 1988
,

WM 88-0237

U. S. Nuolear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Mail Station P1-137
Washington, D. C. 20555 I

Subjects Docket No. 50-482: Licensee Event Report 88-016-00

,

Gentlemen |

The attached Licensee Event Report (LER) is submitted pursuant to 10 CPR
50.73 (a) (2) (1) ooneerning a Technical Specification violation. !

|
Very truly yours, I

;

Bart D. Withers
President and
Chief Executive Officer

BDV/jad

Attachment

oo: B. L. Bartlett (NRC), w/a
D. D. Chamberlain (NRC), w/a

i

R. D. Martin (NRC), w/a 1

P. V. O'Connor (NRC), w/a (2) )e

,

|

PO. Box 411/ Buregton, KS 66439 / Phone: (316) 364 8831 i
|,
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