Commonwealth Edison
One First National Plaza, Chi . linois
Address :

Chicago, llinois 60090 - 0767

May 31, 1988

Mr. Thomas E. Murley, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

ATTN: LCocument Control Desk

Subject: Braidwood Station Unit 1
Application for Emergency Amendment to
Facility Operating License NPF-72,
Appendix A, Technical Specifications
NRC Docket No. 50-456

Dear Mr. Murley:

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.90, Commonwealth Edison herehy requests an
emergency amendment to Appendix A, Technical Specifications, of Facility
Operating License NF-72. The proposed amendment is a one-time only change for
Unit 1, Cycle 1 to Technical Specification 4.2.2.2.b, 4.2.2.3, 3.2.3.b and
3.3.3.2.a for the Moveable Incore Detector System. The change proposes to
reduce from 75% to 65%, the number of incore moveable thimbles required for
the system to be operable.

This change is necessitated due to the discovery of fifteen (15)
blocked thimble tubes in Braidwood Unit 1. A substantial effort has been made
to clear the blocked thimble tubes resulting in 42 (72%) being clear as of May
31, 1988. This has resulted in Unit 1 being two (2) short of the Technical
Specification minimum of 44 (75%). Ef{forts to clear the remaining thimble
tubes have not been successful. The proposed Technical Specification change
will allow Unit 1 to operate until the completion of Cycle 1 at which time the
blocked thimble tubes will be cleared,

Since ail possible eftorts have been made to clear the blocked
thimble tubes, prompt NRC review and approval of this proposed amendment is
requested unde- the provisions of 10 CFR 50.91a(5). Verbal notification of
Commonwealth Ed.son's intent to request this amendment was provided to NRR on
May 27, 1988.

and approval. We have reviewed tris proposed amendment in accordance with 10 4(
CFR 50.92(c) and determined that ‘mificant hazards considerations exist, f/;v
Our review is documented in Attachu. -« Attachment C provides a description “)(M
of the change and the related safety evaluation. 0
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The proposed amendment has received both On-Site and Off-Site review /{00/
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