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September 30, 1988

ST-ilL-AE-2786
File No.: G2.4
10CFR2.201

U. S. Nucicar Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

South Texas Project Electric Generating Station
Unit 2

Docket No. STN 50-499
Pesponse to Notice of Violation 8847-02

Houston Lighting & Power Company has reviewed Notice of Violation
499/8847-02 dated August 31, 1988, and submits the attached response pursuant
to 10CFR2.201.

If you should have any questions on this matter, please contact Mr.
M. F. Polishak at (512) 972-7071.

S. -

J. II Goldberg
Group Vice President, Nuclear
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cc:

Regional Administrator, Region IV Rufus S. Scott
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Associate General Counsel
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000 Houston Lighting & Power Company
Arlington, TX 76011 P. O. Box 1700

Houston, TX 77001
George Dick, Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission INPO
Washington, DC 20555 Records Center

1100 Circle 75 Parkway !

Jack E. Bess . Atlanta, GA 30339-3064
Senior Resident Inspector / Operations
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie

HCommission 50 Bellport Lane
P. O. Box 910 Be11 port, NY 11713
Bay City, TX 77414

J. I. Tapia i
Senior Resident Inspector / Construction
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission |

. P. O. Box 910
I Bay City, TX 77414

: J. R. Newman, Esquire
Newman & Holczinger, P.C.

;

1615 L Street, N.W. '

Washington, DC 20036

R. L. Range /R. P. Verret
Central Power & Light Company
P. O. Box 2121

i Corpus Christi, TX 78403

R. John Miner (2 copies)
Chief Operating Officer i

"

City of Austin Electric Utility }
721 Barton Springs Road |,

Austin, TX 78704 |
: i

R. J. Costello/M. T. Hardt !

City Public Service Board 1

P. O. Box 1771 |
San Antonio, TX 78296

,
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Response to Notice of Violation 8847-02

I. Statement of Violation

During an NRC inspection conducted on July 1 through July 31, 1988, the
following violation of NRC requirements was identified for failure to
maintain nitrogen gas pressure for electrical ponetration assemblies:

10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B, Criterion V, requires that activities
affecting quality shall be prescribed by documented instructions,
procedures, or drawings of a type appropriate to the circumstances
and shall be accomplished in accordance with these instructions,
procedures or drawings. This requirement is amplified by the
approved Quality Assurance Program Description of the South Texas
Project.

Contrary to the above, a procedure to maintain nitrogen gas pressure
for electrical penetration assemblies did not exist and nitrogen gas
pressure u s not maintained for Electrical Penetration Assemblies
46, 47, 48, and 49 in the Unit 2 Electrical Auxiliary Building
between March 31, 1988 and July 1, 1988.

II. R alon for Violationf

The Nuclear Plant Operations Department was responsible for the
development of the preventive maintenance checklist (PM) to periodically
check nitrogen pressure on Unit 1 electrical ,:enetration assemblies
(EPA). Similar PM's had not yet been developed for the Unit 2 electrical
penetrations. A mechanism to ensure the issuance of these FM's prior to
their maintenance due date had not been developed.

The Reactor Operations group was initially responsible for the j
performance of maintenance on tha EPA's. The Unit 1 Reactor Operations |
PM's were then superseded by Electrical Maintenance group PM's, however j
the corresponding action for Unit 2 was not initiated. |

III. Corrective Action Taken and Results Achieved

The preventive maintenance checklist for the Unit 2 EPA's has been
approved. During performance of the containment Integrated Leak Rate
Test (ILRT) which is presently ongoing, nitrogen prersure is not |

,

maintained. The nitrogen pressure is restored following completion of I
the ILRT in accordance with the approved test procedure. Future
preventive maintenance will be performud in accordance with the approved |
PM. It is noted that Engineering is in the process of evaluating the '

design and qualification requirenents of the EPA's to determine the need
to maintain continuous nitrogen pressure.
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A review was initiated to identify differences between the Unit 1 and
Unit 2 PM indexes. Those PM's omitted from the Unit 2 index have been
added. Approximately 140 quality related PM's were identified that had
not been developed and exceeded their required maintenanca due date (1.25
times the specified maintenance interval). Engineering evaluated the
delay and its effect on the equipment and determined that no additional
corrective actions are required. The past due PM's will be approved and
performed or processed for deferral in accordance with OPGP03-ZM-0002
prior to fuel load.

Personnel making changes to Unit 1 and Unit 2 PM's have been notified
that they are responsible for reviewing proposed changes for
applicability to corresponding equipment /PM's of the other unit, and for
initiating changes as appropriate.

IV. Corrective Steps Taken to Prevent Recurrence

Procedure OPGP03-ZM-0002 has been revised to require that personnel
making changes to PM's evaluate the changes for applicability to the
other Unit and initiate those changes as applicable. In addition, HL&P
will perform an operational readiness review of the Preventive
Maintenance program for Unit 2 prior to fuel load.

V. Date of Full Compliance

STP will be in full compliance prior to fuel load.
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