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Dear Sirs:

The subject Licensee Event Report is herewith submitted in accordance with 10CFRS0.73.
There are no new commitments made in this letter.

Should you have any questions regarding this report, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

Stk ]

Gary Van Middlesworth
Plant Manager - Nuclear

¢! Regional Administrator
Region 111 \'
U, S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission \ \
801 Warrenville Road
Lisle, [L 60532

NRC Resident Inspector - DAEC
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At 1540 on September 16, 1998, with the plint operating at 100% power, the “A" control
building chiller was declared inoperabic due to a determination that a control valve was
supplied by air from a non-safety-related “common” line which, if lost. would result in
the valve failing closed and preventing chill water flow to the control building A/C unit
The "B" chiller was not susceptible to this type of failure. A 30 day LCO was entered per
Technical Specification (TS) Section 3.7.5. Since this condition is believed to have
existed since initial plant start-up. this event 1s being reported pursuant to
10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B) as a condition prohibited by TS

A modification was performed to change the air supply from the “common” supply to the safety
related "A" H&Y instrument air compressor system. The modification was completed and the 30
day LCO exited on September 25, 1998.

This event had no effect on personnel safety or the safe operation of the plant.
no impact on the health and safety of the public.
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[. DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:

At 1540 on September 16. 1998, the plant was operating at 100% power. Limiting
conditions for operation (LCOs) were in effect for KAMAN 1 and SV-4334B (North Torus

Spray Header CAD N2 Supply Outboard Isolation Valve) inoperability. but these had no
effect on the event.

The "A" control building chiller was declared inoperable due to a determination that a
control valve was supplied by air from a non-safety-related “common” line which, if
lost, would result in the valve failing closed and preventing chill water flow to the
control building A/C unit. Specifically, the 20 psig H&V instrument air supply to the
control componerits for the cooling coil chill water control valve was fed by the
“common” H&V instrument air supply. This “common” air supply automatically isolates to
protect the "A” and "B" side air supplies if a low pressure condition should occur. A
loss of the “common™ air supply equates to a loss of air to control components resulting
in a cooling coil chill water control valve failing closed, thereby preventing chill
water flow to the cooling coil of the control building A/C unit. The “B" chiller was
not susceptible to this type of failure since its chill water valve control components

were supplied by the safety related “B” H&V instrument air compressor system. not the
“commen” supply.

A 30 day LCO was entered per Technical Specification (TS) Section 3.7.5, “Contro!
Building Chiller (CBC) System.” Since this condition had existed for longer than 30
days prior to the "A" chiller being declared inoperable, this event is being reported
pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B) as a condition prohibited by TS.

IT1. CAUSE OF EVENT:

The air supply design configuration for the “A” control building chiller would have
resulted in the "A" chill water control valve failing closed in the event of the loss of
the “common” air supply. This configuration was recognized during an engineering review of
air compressor loads and requirements. A review of design documents did not provide a
conclusive reason for this configuration for the “A” chiller. This condition is believed
to have existed since initial plant start-up.

IT1. ANALYSIS OF EVENT

The CBC system provides temperature control for the control building HVAC system under both
normal and accident conditions. The CBC System consists of two independent. redundant
subsystems that provide cooling of control room air.
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The two completely redundant chillers provide temperature control to ensure control room
habitability and equipmert operability during and after accident conditions as well as

during normal operation. One operable CBC subsystem is adequate to perform the control
building air conditioning function.

This event had no effect on personnel safety or the safe operation of the plant. There was
no impact on the health and safety of the public. The normal plant air system is highly
reliable. Plant procedures specify compensatory actions which would be taken to maintain
the control room temperature at an acceptable level if chiller function is lost. These
actions include using the adjacent computer room air conditioner to cool the control room.
opening doors, and using air handling units and fans to increase air circulation. The
probability of an event occurring requiring control building isolation is low, alternate

cooling methods are available, and the “B" CBC subsystem was not susceptible to the same
failure.

[V. CORRECTIVE ACTION

A modification was performed to change the instrument air supply for the “A” control
components for the cooling coil chill water control valve from the “common” supply to the
safety related "A" H&V instrument air compressor system. The modification was completed
and the 30 day "A" chiller LCO exited on September 25, 1998. This change ensures a safety
related air supply to the “A" Control Building HVAC control components to ensure that the
"A" chiller will perform its intended safety function.

The engineering review that 1dentified this discrepancy is ongoing and results will be
tracked via the corrective action program.

V. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

A) Previous similar events

A review of DAEC LERs since 1984 identified LERs 93-11, 92-19 and 92-16 concerning
chiller inoperability. None of these LERs were related to instrument air supplies to
the chillers.

B) EIIS System and Component Codes

Chilled Water System - KM
Control Building HVAC - VI
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