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[T @ Noncompliance with Technical Specifications due to Inattentiveness of an Individual
Maintaining a Firewatch Post
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R. M. Krich, Senior Enzineer, lLicensing Section
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An individual tesponsible tor maintaining « continuous firewatch
post was discovered inattentive on August ju, 1988 at 0244 hours.
Inis condition resulted in noncompliance to the requirements of
the Action Statement in Technical Specifications Section 3.7.6.2.
[%e event involved the inattentiveness of an individual
fesponsible for maintaining a continuous firewatch post. There
ere Lo adverse consequences and no release of radiocactive
naterlal ay a result of this event, The fire detection system 1in
the attected area was operable and would have provided early

detection to Control Room personnel in the event of a fire. The
tire brigade could thea have been dispatched to mitigate the
ettects of the fire., The individual on duty was relieved of his
fesponsibllities and replaced with another flirewatch person. The
flrewatch person responsible tor this incident had his employment
lerminated. oOther firewatch personnel have been counseled on the
Mol b ande [ being attentive while on titvwateh duty.
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Plant Operating Conditions Prior to the Event:

Uperating Condition = Power Operation (Mode 1)

Reactcr Fower = 82%

Description of the Event:

On August 0, 1988, at 0244 hours the indiv.dual responsible for
maintaining a continuous firewatch was discovered to be
lnattentive at his post locaied at the combustible free zone on
elevaticn 415 In the Unit 1 Reactor Building. This zone provides
separation vetween redundant safe shutdown equipment as described
by Section 5.4.20, of the Fire Protection Evaluation Report. The
individual!'s actions resulted in a noncompliance to the
requirements of the Action Statement in Technical Specifications
Secticn 3.7.06.2, which states, "with one or more of the above
requiread spray and/or sp.inkler systems inoperable....establish a
continuousg firewatch," The post was #stablished as required due
tc the inoperability of the sprinkler system (system not able to
meet full flow requirements of design), DL-71, in the combustible
free 2one. The manually actuated sprinkler system prevents fire
prepogaticn across the combustible free zone,

The individual performing the fire watch began his post at 0155
hours anad was discovered by his relief to be asleep at 0244
hours, He was inattentive for an undetermined amount of time,
during a maximum possible time of S50 minutes on duty. The relief
firewvatch person assumed the duties of the post at 0245 hours.

Consequences ! the Event:
[here were nho adverse effects and no release of radicaccive
material ¢t the environment as a result of this event, The

inattent _veness of the individual responsible for the firewarih
negated any warning that could have been provided in advance of
the operable fire detection system (smoke detectors) in the
atfected area. The amcke detectors would have alarmed in the
control room and resulted in the activation of the Firte Brigade.
The area fite suppression systems (hose reels and extensions)
were availlable and are manually actuated by the fire brigade.
There woula not have been a delay in suppressing a fire in this
area because this is the normal sequence of detection and
response fir the arca of a fire,
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Cause of tre Event:

The Cause °! (his event was a cognitive personnel error due to
the inattentiveness of the individual regponsible for maintaining
a firewatch on a continuous post., Allowing individuals
performing tirewatches to be seated while on duty may have
contributec ! this event.
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firewatch' person on duty was relieved ot all firewatch duties
and responsibilities by another firewatch perseon at 0245 hours.

Actions Tanen to Prevent Recurrence:

Ihe firevatcn person responsible for this 1ncident had his
employment terminated. Other firewatch perionnel have been
reinstructed by the firewatch ccoordinator on the importance of
being attentive while on firewatch duty., Additionally, all
chairs at lccations of continuous firewatch poste have been

removed thereby requiring all fire watch individuals to remain
standing while on duty.
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4 ’ 10CFR 50.73

PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY
2301 MARKET STREET
P.O. BOX 8699
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19101

(218) 841-5020

E. P FOCARTY
MANAGESR

NUGLEAR SUPPORT DIVISION September 29, 1988
Docket No. 50-352
License No. NPF-39

Document Control Desk
U.8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

SUBJECT: Licensee Event Report
Limerick Generating Station - Unit 1

This LER reports a Noncompliance with the Technical
Specifications Section 3,7.6.2 due to inattentiveness of an
individual maintaining a continuous firewa*ch,

Reference: Docket No. 50-352

Report Number: 88-029

Revision Number: 00

Event Date: August 30, 1988

Report Date: September 29, 1988
Facility: Limerick Generating Station

P.O. Box A, Sanatoga, PA 19464

This LER is being submitted pursuant to the requirements of
10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)ti)(m).

Very truly yours,

L \
E. P. ?og:>ty
Manager
Nuclear Support Division

cet W. T, Russell, Administrator, Regicon I, USNRC

T. J. Kenny, USNRC Senicor Resident Inspector, LGS-1
R. A, Gramm, USNRC Senicor Resident Ingpector, LGS-2
INPO Records Cente: 11’




