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An individuai tesponsible for maintaining .4 continuous firewatch
post was dideevered inattentive on August 10, 1988 at 0244 hours.
This condition resulted in nonccmpliance to the requirements of
the Action Statement in Technical Specifications Section 3.7.6.2.
the event involved the inattentiveness of an individual
r espansit>1e f or maintaining a continuous t i rewatch post. There
were no adverse consequenceu and no release of radioactive
material au a result of this event. The tire detection system in
the at teet ed area was operable and would %ve provided early
detectici to Control Room personnel in the event of a fire. The
tice brigade could then have been dispatched to mitigate the
etteeta or the fire. The individual on duty was relieved of his
respcnuabilities and replaced with another firewatch person. The
Iitewatch person responsible tor this incident had his employment
terminated. Other firewatch personnel have been counseled on the
4mr,ttance vi being attentive while on tituaatch duty.
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Plant Operating Conditions Prior to the Event:

Operating Condition - Power Operation (Mode 1)
.

Reactcr Power - 82%

o

Description of the Event:

On August K, 1988, at 0244 hours the individual responsible for
maintaining a continuous firewatch was discovered to be
inattentive at his post located at the ccmbustible free zone on
elevation 313 in the Unit 1 Reactor Building. This zone provides
separation taetween redundant safe shutdown equipment as described
by Section 5.4.20. of the Fire Protection Cvaluation Report. The
individual's actions resulted in a noncompliance to the
requirements of the Action Statement in Technical Specifications
Section 3.7.6.2, which states, "with one or more of the above
required spray and/or sp.inkler systems inoperable.... establish a
continuous firewatch." The post was astablished as reauired due
to the inoperability of the sprinkler system (system not able to
meet full flow requirements of design), DL-71, in the combustible
free zone. The manually actuated sprinkler system prevents fire
prepogaticn across the combustible free zone.

The individual performing the fire watch began his post at 0155
hours and was discovered by his relief to be asleep at 0244
hours. He was inattentive for an undetermined amount of time,
during a maximum possible time of 50 minutes on duty. The relief
firewatch person assumed the duties of the post at 0245 hours.

Consequences of the Event:

There were no adverse etfects and no release of radioactive
material to the environment as a result of this event. The
inattentiveness of the individual responsible for the firewM d.
negated any warning that could have been provided in advance of
the operable fire detection system (smoke detectors) in the
affected area. The smoke detectors would have alarmed in the
control roem and resulted in the activation of the Fire Brigade.
The area fire suppression systems (hose reels and extensions),

were available and are manually actuated by the fire brigade.
There would not have been a delay in suppressing a fire in this
area tae ca u s e this is the normal sequence et detection and
response fer the ar(a c,f a fire.
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Cause or tre Event:

Tne cause M this event was a cognitive personnel error due to
the inattentiveness of the individual responsible for maintaining
a firewatch en a continuous post. Allowing individuals
performing firewatches to be seated while on duty may have
contributed to this event.

Corrective Actions:

The firet.atch' person on duty was relieved at all firewatch duties
and responsibilities by another tirewatch person at 0245 hours.

Actions h ken to Prevent Recurrence:

'I b e firetaten person responsible for this incident had his
ernploymen t terminated. Other firewatch per;onnel have been
reinstructed by the firewatch coordinator an the importance of
being attentive while on firewatch duty. Additionally, all
enairs at locations of continuous firewatch posts have been
removed thereby requiring all fire watch individuals to remain
standing unile on duty.

EIIS Codes

Pire Protection - (KP)

Previcuu Stallar Occurrences:

110 n e

Tracking Code: (A) - Personnel Error

'
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Docket No. 50-352

License No. NPF-39

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555
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1 SUBJECT: Licensee Event Report
4 Limerick Generating Station - Unit 1

i This LER reports a Noncompliance with the Technical
Specifications Section 3.7.6.2 due to inattentiveness of an,

individual maintaining a continuous firewatch.

I Reference: Docket No. 50-352
Report Number: 88-029
Revision Number: 003

Event Date: August 30, 1988
Report Date: September 29, 1988

i Pacility: Limerick Generating Station
P.O. Box A, Sanatoga, PA 19464
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This LER is being submitted pursuant to the requirements of
10 CPR 50.73(a)(2)(1)(B).

Very truly yours,

' c

E. P. Toga ty
Manager
Nuclear Support Division

cc: W. T. Russell, Administrator, Region I, USNRC
T. J. Kenny, USNRC Senior Resident Inspector, LGS-1
R. A. Gramm, USNRC Senior Resident Inopector, LGS-2
INPO Records Center gf
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