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As you requested I have reviewed the subject mendment %m >
‘management perspective.

 The nendnent _requires ‘transfer- of title to the. 14q uid wastes 1o DOE‘agg -
places. responsioﬂ‘ity for storage, sonﬁcauon, tramsportations—an dﬁpt‘bo] s

e i

upon DOE.

The amendment would provide that essentially all of ‘the expense ,’

ot dn 2 The amendment. pye 3

e o,

© of these operations be borne by the federal government.

.

»—-—.,._-,-;_ requires DOE to carry out the above functions and provides an authorization—

T ..,..,,.“

of $5,000,000 for initfal work in FY80. It provides that any funds.™

- The mndnent express‘ly disc]aims having any effect on any 'mc 'Hcensing

lppropr‘lated for subsequent years cannot be used unt{l DOE takes title = .- =~-" oy
to the waste matidreaches contractual agreements with the State of New - .- TR
- York reHev‘lng ‘the State of any s19n1f1cant financ‘la‘l responsibiﬁty. Yol

P

wthority. —'--
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Hhﬂe not expressly doing so. the amendnent by 1mp11cat‘lon may require the \
DOE to make an fmmediate or near-term delection of the form of the solidified ~

waate povduct.

This s of particular interest to the Waste Management Divisfon -

as such a requirement does not appear to be consistent with the '

current draft regulations.
page i of the amendment reads:

A=

'systems aooroach fag
waste disposal which was espoused by the IRG and 1s reflected in tie Divisfon's

In particular, the sentence starting at 1ine 10,

. By b w'P

*The secretary shall carry out the project by vitrigying the h‘lgh-

v b " level 11quid nuclear wastes located at the Center or by employing . .

the most effect1ve technology for solidification avaﬂab]e. e P

* While amb1guous. as 1t does not specify how or when the most effect1ve

.- technology” would be selected, an interpretation that the technology should .

be selected 1med1ate1, would be reasonab]e. expecia'lly in T4ght of the
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- Teb refé@ce t-o “long-term burfal® at a federa) repository on page 2, Hné

.8 proba!;fly_peans disposal and would be q\arified by using the word dism§a1.

T The al‘lbcaﬂons of coﬁis betieeh the federal gnd staté govermment is
susceptible of ambiguous iiiterpretation. While it seems that the “appropriate
fee" to be paid by the state for perpetual care und maintenance (page 3, Yine 4)

‘4s distinct from the state’

¢ sha~e of the costs ©

£ the project (1imited to a

maximum payment of 10 percent of the cost

) (page 3, 1ine 21), the inclusion of -

E 2. T existing perpetual care fund in the 1tems
wax o Shere. of tbg

to be credited against the state's |-
costs of the project casts doubt on this interpretation. - =i $0 1
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