7590-01
UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
ROCHESTER CAS & ELECTRIC COPPORATION
R, E. GINNA NUCLAR POMER PLANT
DOCKET NO. §0-244
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF
ND_SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
CONCERNTNG EXEMPTION FROM
10 CFR §0.84/w)(8)(1)

The !I, S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is considering
issuance nf an exemption from the requirements of 10 CFR 50.54/w)(8)(1) to
Rochester BGas & Flectric Corporation (the licensee) for the R, F, Ginna
Nuclear Power Plant located at the licensee's site in Wayne County, New York,
FNVIROMMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Tdentification of Proposed Action:
An August 5, 1987, the NRC published in the FENERAL REGISTER a final rule

amending 10 CF® 80 54(w), The rule increased the amount of on-site property
damage insurance required to be carried by NRC's power reactor licensees. The
rule also required these )icensees to obtain by October &, Y288 insurance policies
that prioritized insurance proceeds for stabilization and decontamination after
an accident and provided for pavment of proceeds to an independent trustee who
would disburse funds for decontamination and cleanup before ary other purpose.
Subsequent to publication of the rule, the NRC nas been informed by insurers who
offer nuclear property insurance that, despite a good faith effort to obtain

trustees reauired by the rule, the decontamination priorfty and trusteeship
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period of delay, thy licensee will still be requised to carry $1,06 billfon
insurance. This is a substantial amount o coverage that provides a sianifi-
cant financia) cushion to licensees to decontaminate and clean up after an
accident even without the prioritization and trusteeship provisions, Second,
nearly 75% of the required coverage already is prioritized under the decontam-
fration 1iability and excess property {nsurance language of the Nuclear Electric
Insurance Limited-1! policies, Finally, there is only an extremely small prob-
ability of a serfous accident occurring during the exemption periond, Even if &
serfous accident aiving rise to substantial insurance claims were to occur, NRC
would be able to take appropriate enforcement action to assure adequate cleanup
to protect public health and safety and the environment,

The preposed exemption does not affect radfological or nonradiological
effluents from the site and has no other nonradiological impacts,

Alternatives to the Proposed Action:

It has been concluded that there is no measurable impact associated with
the preposed exemption; any alternatives to the exemption will have either ro
environmental impact or greater envirormental impact,

Alternative Use of Resources:

This action does not involve the use of ary resources beyond the scope of
resourcets used during normal plant operation,

Agencies and Persons Consylted:
The staff did not consult other agencies or persons in connection with

the proposed exemption,



FINDING OF GNIFICANT [MPACT

Rased upon *he foregoing environmental assessment, the Commission
concludes that the proposed action will not have a sianificant effect on the
quality of the human environment, Accordingly, the Commission has determined
not to prepare an environmertal impact statement for the proposed exemptior,

For information concerning this action, see the proposed rule (53 FR 2A238),
and the exemptior which {s being processed concurrent with this notice. A copv
of the exemption will be available for public inspection at the Commission's
Public Document Room, 2120 L Street, NW, Washington, O.C., and at the
Rochester Public Librarv, 115 South Avenue, fjshottor~\~0u York 14610,

Pated at Rockville, Maryland, thn&q;/;a_v of LiC sl 1988,

FOR TME NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

a1cE|rd M. Wessman, Director

Profect Nirectorate -3
Divisiorn of Reactor Projects, I/!!



