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MEMORANDIM FOR: The Files

FROM: Charles F. MacNonald, Chief
Transportation Certification Rranch, FC, "™SS

SUBJECT: SIMMARY OF MEETING WITH CNS CONCERMING
DROP TEST OF CASTNRMTR

Attendees

GNS/CNST LLNL MRC
D, Rittscher C. Chou C. Chappell
H, Ceiser M, Schwartz v, Anderson
R. Anderson M, lifitte H, Oraves
P. Wighberger C. MacMonald
J. Mfaenda H, Len
Introduction

At the reouest of CNSI, a reetinag was held at Silver Spring, “aryland,
on Fehruary 26, 1976, to discuss the test of the CASTOR.MTR,

Mscussion

On January 23, 1996, a fullascale CASTOR.MT? cask with an induced flaw
was dropped from a hefght of 9 m onto an unyielding surface and from | m
ontn a fi=inch diameter pin., CNS stated that sectinning of the cask
indicated that there was no growth of the induced flaw,

GNST has provided the NRC with information on the tests and the CASTOR.
TR cask. Much of the information provided, including information on
test failures, has been requested to he withheld form public disclosure
by ONS, The characteristics of the test cask and the existing casks
were discussed, It was noted that except for ¥, . , the test cask appearsd
to have better characteristics than the other clgts. The test cask had
better ductility and nigher ferritic content than the casks proposed to

be used,
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NS stated their desire to make 3 shipment by the end of March, 085 was
informed that the review had not heen scheduled and that March did not
seem feasible., The staff noted that it was onlv January of this year
that it learned of “ailures in nrevious tests conducted in 1923 of
nodular cast fron casks., The staff reouested this information from £NS
in Fetvuary 1904, At the tire the staff requested information on nodular
cast fron casks, it was not aware of the test failures that occurred,
Tha staff indicated that it would have to reassess the basfc ouestinn of
whether nodular cast fron should he used in shipping casks in view of
the test failures. It was suagaested that CMS may want to sunplement the
information orovided to fully explain the faflures and why they are nat
anplicable ton the CASTOR- TP cask,
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