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ENVIRONFENTAL ASSESSMENT AND
,

.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACTi :
i'

|
'

;

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Conunission (the Comission) is considering
-

issuance of an exception from the Type C testing requirements of Appendix J to
>f

,

10 CFR Part 50 to the Tennessee Velley Authority (the licensee) for the i
!

Sequoyah huclear Plant, Units 1 and 2. The ur.its are located at the licensee's :
i
'

site in Hamilton County, Tennessee. The exemption was requested by the r

\
' I

) licer.see in its letter dateo August 8,19FC. ,

I
ENVIPOWENTAL ASSESSMENT'

,

j
identification of Preposed Action: The exemption will permit the licensee tn jf

,

'!, exclude from lype C leak rate testing the spray check valves located in the [
6

;

residual heat removal spray system (RHRSS) ard containment spray system (CSS).
,

) Appendix J reouires that the licensee perfom leak rate testing of valves that !
:

serve as containtrent isolation valves. The need for the exemption arose f!

j I

because the licensee has designated the affected valves as containtren* >
;

l.
,isolation valves,

;

Type C testing of these valves cannot be performed due to the lack of
fmanual or remote-rsanual block valves in the line that are necessary to allowf

| i

|
such testing.
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The staffThe staff has completed its evaluation of the proposed exemption.

has concluded that the exemption has no adverse effect on the safe operation

of the facility and does not significantly increase the probability or

consequences of an accident.

The Need for the Proposed Action: The proposed exemption is needed to permit

the licensee to operate the plant without being in violation of tbc

Concission's requirements.

Environrental Impact of the Proposed Action: The Connission has completed its

evaluation of the environmental irpact of the proposed exemption to the testing

reouirements cf Appendix 0. The need for such testing is to ensure that

centainment isolation velves once closed do net leak following an accident.

However, if leakage should occur, the leakage would be into closed systems which

are not open to the environment. Therefore, the Comission concludes that the

exemption does not involve a significant environmental impact.

With regard to potential nenradiological environrental irpacts, the

proposed exemption involves systems located within the restricted areas at

defined in 10 CFD Part 20. It does not affect nonrediological plant effluents

and has no other envirorrental impact. Therefore, the Cornission concludes

that there are no significant nonradioloeical environrental impacts associated

with the proposed exemption.

With regard to potential radiological environmental impacts, the proposed

exemption does not increase the radiological effluents froc the facility and

does not increase the occupatior.tl exposure at the facility. There is no
<

significant increase in the environrental impacts of accidents assessed in the
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"Final Environmental Statement Related to the Operation of Sequoyah Nuclear

Plants Units 1 and 2." dated July 197A. Therefore, the Commission concludes

that there are no significent radiological impacts associated with the proposed (

exenption.

Therefore, the proposed exenption does not significantly change the

conclusions in the "Final Environmental Statement Related to the Operation of

Seouoyah Nuclear Plants l'rits 1 and 0," dated July 1974

Alterrative to the Proposed Action: Because the staff has concluded that there
,

4

is no significart environmental impact associated with the proposed exemption,;

i alternatives with eoual or greater environnental impacts were not evaluated.
,

Alternative Use of Resources: This action decs not involve the use o'
.

resources not previeusly considered in connection with the "Final Environmento!
J

Statement Pelated to the Operation of Sequoyah Nucleer Plant, Units 1 and '!' i

.

7dated July 197a.
t ,

Acercies and Persons Consulted: The NPC staff reviewed the licersee's reouest

for the proposed exerption. The NRC staff did not consult other acerr.ies or

persons. ,

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IFFACT

f
The Commission has deternined not to prepare an environmental inpact

;

statenent for the proposed exemption.

Based upon the environmental assessrent, we conclude that the proposed ,

;

action will not have a sienificant adverse effect on the quality of the huran
;

-

4

envi rontr,ent.
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For details with respect to this action, see the licensee's request for

an exerrption dated August 8,199R which is available for public inspection at

the Comission's Public Document Room, Gele.an BuildinP, T.120 L Street, N

Washington, D.C., an at the Chattancega-Hamilton County Bicenternial Library,

1001 Broad Street, Chattar.coga, Tennessee 37407.

Pated at Rockville, F.aryland, this 19tt,1ay of Septerber 1900.

FOP. THE NUCLEAR P.EGULATOPY CCMt!SSION
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Suzann ek, Assirtant Director
for Projects

TVA Projects Divisien
Offier of Special Projects


