DOCUMENT NAME: G:\FITZ\N96146B.LTR
To receive a copy of this document, indicate in the box: "C" = Copy w'thout atta

October 13, 1998

Mr. James ' nubel

Chief Nuclear Officer

Power Authority of the State of
New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, NY 10601

SUBJECT: JAMES A. FITZPATRICK NUCLEAR POWER PLANT - BULLETIN 96-03.
‘POTENTIAL PLUGGING OF EMERGENCY CORE COOLING SUCTION
STRAINERS BY DEBRIS IN BOILING WATER REACTORS" (TAC NO. M26146)

Dear Mr. Knubel:

On September 16, 1998, the New York Power Authority (NYPA) provided information regarding
NRC Bulletin (B) 96-03, “Potential Plugging of Emergency Core Cooling Suction Strainers by
Debris in Boiling Water Reactors” for the James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant. This
information addressed issues discussed in a May 21, 1998, meeting between the NRC staff and
NYPA personnel, and documented NYPA's basis for proposing to change commitments
regarding completion of the B 96-03 requested actions at FitzPatrick.

Your letter describes plans to sponsor testing of microporous insulation to determine if such
material presently installed in the FitzPatrick drywell can remain in place or should be replaced.
If required, this insulation will be replaced during the R14/C15 refueling outage presently
scheduled for the fourth quarter of 2000. Until that time, the ci (ent licensing basis, which
assumes 50% suction strainer blockage, will remain in effect.

We find that your request to defer completion of the actions requested in B 96-03 is acceptable,
based on your commitments to ensure suppression pool cleanliness, to replace mineral wool
insulation in the drywell, and to complete installation of improved suction strainers during the
1998 refueling outage. These actions provide assurance of the safe operation of the FitzPatrick
plant until the R14/C15 refueling outage.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (301) 415-1470. /

Sincerely, Original Signed by: |
Joseph F. Wiliiams, Project Manager k-
Project Directorate 1-1

Division of Reactor Projects - /1|
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Mr. James Knubel October 13, 1998

Chief Nuclear Officer

Power Authority of the State of
New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, NY 10601

SUBJECT: JAMES A. FITZPATRICK NUCLEAR POWER PLANT - BULLETIN 96-03,
“POTENTIAL PLUGGING OF EMERGENCY CORE COOLING SUCTION
STRAINERS BY DEBRIS IN BOILING WATER REACTORS" (TAC NO. M96146)

Dear Mr. Knubel:

On September 16, 1998, the New York Power Authority (NYPA) provided information regarding
NRC Bulletin (B) 96-03, “Potential Plugging of Emergency Core Cooling Suction Strainers by
Debris in Boiling Water Reactors” for the James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant. This
information addressed issues discussed in a May 21, 1998, meeting between the NRC staff and
NYPA personnel, and documented NYPA's basis for proposing to change commitments
regarding completion of the B 96-03 requested actions at FitzPatrick.

Your letter describes plans to sponsor testing of microporous insulation to determine if such
material presently installed in the FitzPatrick drywell can remain in place or should be replaced.
If required, this insulation will be replaced during the R14/C15 refueling outage presently
scheduled for the fourth quarter of 2000. Until that time, the current licensing basis, which
assumes 50% suction strainer blockage, will remain in effect.

We find that your request to defer completion of the actions requested in B 96-03 is acceptable,
based on your commitments to ensure suppression pool cleanliness, to replace mineral wool
insulation in the drywell, and to complete installation of improved suction strainers during the
1998 refueling outage. These actions provide assurance of the safe operation of the FitzPatrick
plant until the R14/C15 refueling outage.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (301) 415-1470.

Sincerely, Original Signed by:
Joseph F. Williams, Project Manager
Project Directorate 1-1

Division of Reactor Projects - /Il
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulatior
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James Knubel
Power Authority of the State
of New York

cc:

Mr. Gerald C. Goldstein

Assistant General Counsel

Power Authority of the State
of New York

1633 Broadway

New York, NY 10019

Resident Inspector's Office

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 136

Lycoming, NY 13093

Mr. Harry P. Saimon, Jr.

Vice President - Engineering

Power Authority of the State
of New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, NY 10601

Ms. Charlene D. Faison

Director Nuclear Licensing

Power Authority of the State
of New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, NY 10601

Supervisor

Town of Scriba
Route 8, Box 382
Oswego, NY 13126

Mr. Eugene W. Zeltmann
President and Chief Operating
Officer
Power Authority of the Staie
of New York
99 Washington Ave., Suite No. 2005
Albany, NY 12210-2820

Charies Donaldson, Esquire
Assistant Attorney General
New York Department of Law
120 Broadway

New York, NY 10271

James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear
Power Plant

Regional Administrator, Region |
U.S. Nuclear Reguiatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Mr. F. William Valentino, President

New York State Energy, Research,
and Development Authority

Corporate Plaza West

286 Washington Avenue Extension

Albany, NY 12203-6399

Mr. Richard L. Patch, Director
Quality Assurance

Power Authority of the State
of New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. Gerard Goering
28112 Bayview Drive
Red Wing, MN 55066

Mr. James Gagliardo
Safety Review Committee
708 Castlewood Avenue
Arlington, TX 76012

Mr. Arthur Zaremba, Licensing Manager
James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear
Power Plant
P.O. Box 41
Lycoming, NY 13093

Mr. Paul Eddy
New York State Dept. of
Public Service
3 Empire State Plaza, 10th Floor
Albany NY 12223

Michael J. Colomb

Site Executive Officer

James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant
P.O. Box 41

Lycoming, NY 13083



