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Sccr seace, Congress of the Wnited States
S PHouse of Representatives

Rashington, DL 205153
April 7, 1988

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Congressional Affairs

1717 4 Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Congressional Liaison:

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter and attached

508 Cannonw ¢
Waswinaron, O
(202) 226-44
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Covonapo Serines, CO 80918
{303) 531-8555
10394 Wist Cuatrifio Ave
Suity 104
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(303) 9330044

newspaper articles that I received from a constituent concerned

with the Seabrook nuclear power facility.

Please review Mr. Steele's comments and reply to me at my

Washington office at your earliest convenience.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sinckrely,

JH/sr
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3 March 1987

Congressman Joel Hefley
2190 Vickers Drive
Celorado Springs, CO

Dear Corngressman Hefley:

First 1 apologize to Steve Runyan for being rather rude during
cur last phone conversation. [ really appreciate the "ine work ne
has dorne in drawirng your attention to the Seabrook situactioi.

Now to inform you of the latest with regard to Seabrock.

On January 29, 1388 Fublic Services of New Hampshire declared
chapter 11 bankruptcy. It was a direct result of the Supreme
Court of New Hampshire's decision nat to overturn the Anti-
Construction While 1in Frogress rule. In essence the comcany
carnnot charge ratepayers for Seabrook until 1t produces power.

(See Attachment 1}

Of course Governor Dukakis!? response toa the rews was FSIH's
imprudent spending on Seabrocok finally caught up to 1t! (See
Attachment &) To add insult to injury, his attorney gerneral, Mr
Sharnnon, stated row that the company 18 bankrupt how coulc the
NRC possibly license a plant whaoase majority owner could not
properly maintain the facility. (See Attachment 3I) And who was
really responsible for the company'’s demise? Goavernor Dukakis.
(See Attachment 4)

By now 1t should be quite clear to anyone who gives a damn, there
is a group of Northeasterr democrats, whio are conspiring to
ensure Seabrook never produces power., Rt attachments S and & are
Congressman Markey and Senator Kernedy's latest attemots to
thwart the Seabroock cperatiar.

Did my tax dollar pay forr the foolish 300 page study published
for the congressmarn asserting that the Seabrook plant 18 unsafa
because the contruction workers were drinking or on drugs” In
that same ve.n, 1% 1t my tax dollar which Senator Hennedy wants
spert on a National Institute of Health Study relative to cancer

ssulting from Nuclear Fower plant  locations? { protest such
frivolous expenditures and wonder why the Congress and the
Fresient need a blue ribborn parnel to figure out why the bugget
deficit 1s sc large. Spending'

Sir, I have alsoc ircluded a clipping «f the Wall Street lcurnal's
stock quotes for the year 1387, (See Attachment 7) Notice the
effect Gavernor Dukakis' decision not ta si1gn evacuation plans
had on FSNH investors,



In recent weeks I have called the NRC ta find 2ut when a public
hearing would be conducted to render a final decision on the
Seabrook test licerse. Once again all I get 1s '"there 1is neo
schedule at this time." When I asked Mr Ingram if he could call
me when he had a date, he said, No, you will have to keep
checking with me each week''" Frankly, Congressman, [ am tired of
spending my money chasing bureaucrats for answers. Flease request
the NRC schedule a date for the FSNH hearings.

Finally, 1 am at the limit of my patience with the bureaucracy
and the 1irresponsible paliticians who 1 believe are libel for the
damage wrought on FSNIH and nuclear power companies 1in general.
Ferhaps 1t is time to conduct my business the American Way, 1n
the courts. Isn't 1t sad that reasconable mern have lost control of
the regulatory process. In the Seabrook case "justice delayed,
has been justice denied.”

Sincerely,

Widlim P FLod,
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N.H.

declares

bankruptey

Seabrook costs take toll

By Charles Stein
Globe Staff

Priblic Service Co of New Hampshire, crushed by the
weight of Its $2 billion investment in the stalled Sea
brook nuclear power plant, yesierday filed for bankrupt
cy protection. becoming the first major electric utlity to

in Manchester, N H

“Our crists has deep-
ened,” Robert Harrison
Public Service president.
told a news conference at
the company's headquar-
ters. Harrison said that
by seeking relief {rom iis
creditors, the company
would be able to work out
its Ninancis' problems in
a wore rational fashion

““We will do every-
thing possible to ensure
that nothing changes In
the dally lives of custom-
ers. said Harrison Pub
lc Service provides elec-
tricity to mos!t of New
Hampshire

The utility s bank-
ruptey Is not likely to
have much Immediate
Impact, according (o law-
E". who specialize In

ankruptey law, The

Hghts will stay on. new
cus.omers will be hooked
up rates will not change
and the company s man-
agement will keep Lheir

“if anything this s a
positive step. ' sald
cames Bennett of RD
Smith, 8 New York In-
vesiment firm that owns
Public Service bonds. "It
shouid gh - the conipany
some breathing room. ™
Smith predicted 1t would
take al jeast 18 months
for the company (o

emerge from ban.ruptcy.
| PONH, Page 27

take that step since the Depression
Al 4:05 p.m. yesierday the company delivered a pet!
tion for Chapter 1] bankruptcy to US Bankruptcy Court

THE IMPACT
AT A GLANCE

What Impact will
Public Service s bank-
ruptcy ave?

CUSTOMERS:

Service and raled

should not be affected
EMPLOYEES:

2000 of tie ulibity's
employees will not get
a paycheck today. The
company thinks they
will be paid by next ’
week Execulives will
keep their jobs Sops

BEABSROOK: -

The company be<
Beves it will not hurt’-
the nuclear plant'k <
chance of winning s It

INVESTORS: ..:'
Stockholders anid®
some bondholdefs
have already lost mosd .
of their investment in
Public Service Modt *
analysis say the secu -
ritles probably won'l-.
Jose loo much more.’
value ~
REGULATORS!

Lawyers sald the
New Hampehire Pub- ~
fie Utilittes Commis-
sion, not the bank~”.
ruptey court. will st~
have the power to set
electric rates
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taxes next year,” Swenson said. X
In Seabrook, where (he Sea-
brook Nuclear Power Stalion s lo-
cated, former selectman James C.
;um-u th.tﬂnhb-.v:’kmp!cy
“portends some thi
lum:’n town of Seabrook." **"
Falcone: sald local expend|-
tures could be affected by the fil-
ing. because PSNH pays taxes two
times a year to the town. -

Robert Willlams. spokesman
for New Hampshie Yankee, said
PSNH's announcement should not
have an impact on Seabrook Sta-
tion because “we a.e beyond the

expense here at Seabrook

onstruction costs have al--

ready been covered, Williams said,
and starting operation of the nu-
clear plant Involves only minor
costs. “We feel the Public Service
Co. and its announcement should
not have an Impact here at the
m If the trustee appointed or

Service of New Hampshire
has control, we feel it's likely they
will preserve their largest Invest-
ment.” he sald.

Seabrook Is owned by PSiH
and 11 other utilities. “The major
owners have Indicated that they
are committed to seeing this pro-
Ject through the operation, regard-
less if PSNH should go Into bank-

ruptey.” Willams said.

New Hampshire Gov. John H

| Sununu sald, “While It s unfortu-

nate that PSNH has entered Into
bankruptcy. as | understand It
the ny chose this route to
avold Involuntary bankruptey.
which would have put control of
PSNH into the hands of Individ-
uals outside New Hampshire "

In & prepared statement, Sun-
unu said. "I regret that the situa-
tion has cocurred, but as | under-
stand It, there are a host of alter-
natives, which can be explored to

protect both the rate payers of

New Hampshire and the state en-
ergy supply
The atate's attorney ', ~~al's
| office s watching the ba ‘a: ‘ey
proce Yir gs closely. The nun
( “rezlly as not totally unexpect
. and of cutirse (Mondav's] Supreme
| Court dec sion [denying the com-
ny a 15 percent rate
. hike] made 1t more leely that it
would happen . said Seffrey How-
ard, associate altorney general In
charge of the division of legal
counsel.
“We woulc anticipate that we
! would & x to Intervene Into the
case to try to assert those posi-
tions that would assure the role of
the state's Public Utitity Commis-
sion (n rate setting, and take oth-
| er positions as need be to ensure
that New Hampshire consumers
erntinoe to pay the low rates that
‘ vy now enjoy. he said
“The important thing about to-
| y'e news 18 this: Now they can
on A ng a utiity In-
of doing what they did so
* that is dealing with high
on cull.’ id Paul
Seabrook

¢z

if

ly

nance,
Eachern, a longtl
t

35

that a:agged the company deeper
and deeper Into debt. As Sea-
brook's costs soared - from an
original estimate of 8] billion for
two plants to $5 billion for a single
plant - Public Service was forced
to borrow more money at ever |
‘¢ higher interest ra es.

A New Ham, law passed
in 1979 ba the utility from
bliling consumers for Seabrook s
costs until the plant was (Inished

Last s ymmer, Wall Street fina)-
ly sald enough. Investors, who
bought 82 bil worth of Public

. Service securities, sometimes al
* Interest raies of up to 2C percent,
refused to advance the company
any more money. Like a home-
.owner unable to meet
*payments. the utility was then
orced 12 go Lo its creditors to ask
for help.

For the past several monihs
the company has been nego(lau::
with Its stockholders and .
holders. hoping to work out a plan
that would avold bankruptey, In
the meantime it missed several in-

terest payments to bor 1 iders
The rescue efforis “alt 8
fatal blow Monday w'» New

Hampshire Supreme Court re-
fused to grant the company a 15
percent emerg ncy race hike The
increase was critical to the com-
pany s batlout plan.

Harrison sald yesterday that if
the company did not file for bank-
ruptcy voluntarily, one of its credi-
tors would have forced the utility
to take the step

Investors have been the big los
ers at Public Service The com
pany's common stock, which
traded at about $20 per share in
the early 1980s. closed yesterday
at 2% The bankruptcy announce
ment came after the market was
closed 1or the day. A 8425 million
junk bond package issued in | 884
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By Steve Bennett . ¢
and Laurie J. Storey £, 08
Special to the Globe . . | .

. NH - Local
officiale Nno surprise last

night at Public Service of New
Hampshire's bankruptey filing,
and some even expressed opt-
mistn about the utility company's
future. >3

Yet there was concern among
municipal officials over the filing
of Chapter 11 bankrptey action
because the company pays such a
large share of the real estate tax
bill in some communities

Public Service of New Hamp-
shire paid $24 milllon (n real es
tale taces to some 200 hew Hamp-
shire cities and towns last year

“Tdon't think this s good news
for cities and towris, because
makes the whole question of cost-
effective power to communities
very uncertain.” sald Rochester
Mayor Richard P. Green presi-
dent of the New Hampshire Muy-
nicipal Association.

Green said that in Chapter 11
reorganizations, the [irst btlls that
must be pald under state law are

y taxes But he sald he
sired that If there 1 a long delay
in the nization, “then alt
debts, Including taxes, will be
withheld uriill the debts of the
company are determins 1.

"I feel if they were going to flle
for bankruptcy, this js probably
the best thie Loty could fle, be
cause they just paid thelr taxes "

| said Sara H Swenson, chalrwoe
- man of the board of selectmen In

Bow. where PSNH s coal powered
gencraling plant is located. PSNH
pa‘d 326 million In taxes to Bow
last year, half of the lown's 8§52
million tax revenue

"It will give them a chance (o
reorganize, and possibly there
won't be any delay in recelving
Laxes next year,” Swenson sald

In Seabrook. where tne Sea:
brook Nuclear Power Station 18 lo-
coted, former selectman James C
Falconer szid that the bankruptcy
filing “portends some bad things
for the town of Seabrook

“V avrendl-

W PSNH : A
Cositinued from Page | -"

The decision to flle for bank-
ruptcy will be felt today by 2,000
of the utility's employees who will
not receive their regular pay-
checks New Hampshire towns
that rely heavily on Public Service

"for property taxes. Including Sea-
brook and Bow, could also feel the
pinch, according to lawyers

For the time being, the bank-

ruptcy probably will not have any
significant effect on the Seabrook
nuclear plant. Public Service,
which owns 35 percent of Sea-
brook, has pledged to keep up s
#4 milllon monthly payments to
the plant. which Is Nnished but
still has no licenise o operate The
other New England ulilities that
own shares Jf Seabrook yesterday
said they expected Public Service
to honor Its commitment o the
plant.

“Idon’t think thiy w1} be a fac-
tor In the plant's licensing.* said
Jol'n Eichorn, chatrman of East-
ern Ulilities Associates, a Mass
achusetts utllity with a major in-
vestment In Seabrook

That view Is certain to be chal-
lenged by Seabruol.'s critics. in-
cluding Massachusetts Attorney
General James Shannon ' would
think the Nuclear Regulatory
Cummission would think twice be-
fore they would lcense a plant
whose main owner was going
through bankruptcy,” said Shan-
non

Opposition to Seabrook by Gov.
Dukakis has prevented the plant

from cpening Mukakis believes .

that in the event «f &n accident,
the New Hampshire and Mass-
achusetts beaches near the plant
could not be safely evaruated

From the campalgn tra.l In
lews yed erday Dukakis called the
announcement inevitable A dec-
ade of imprudent Investment decs-
stons has finally caught “p with
Public Service.” he said

Concelved .. the early 1570s as
Public Service's great hope for the
future, Seabrook became a burden
that dragged the company deeper
and cdeeper into deb.. As Sea-
brook’'s costs scared - from an
origina’ estimate of §1 billion for
two plants to 85 billion for a single
plant - Public Service was forced
to borrow more money at ever
higher Interest rates

A New Hampshire law passe!

oY ity ',"m

bankrupting utility

ROBERT HARRISON
"Our crisis bas deepened”

closed vesterday at 26%. down
from 100 when it was first sokd
Many small investors were
hurt by the collapse of the stock
price. But in more recent years the
company’'s securities, especially
the junk bonds. were bought al

I most exclusively by instilutional

Investors. Including most of the
major mutual fund companies In
Boston

How Investors will fare in
bankruptcy court is an opan ques-
llen. Those holding secured
bonds. socalied mortgage bonds

will almost certainly gel all their
money, according to Wall Street
sources. investors holding unse
cured bonds or stock could come
away with very little
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Public Service Co. . ;

Of New Hampshire -
Employees ' 2,700
Residential customers 316674
Industrial customers 970
Commercial wholesale

and other customery “e
Revenue 12 monthe

ended Bept 30, 1987 §522.4 million
Net income 12 monthe

ended Sept 30, 1987 $144 4 million
Total aasets $2.96 billion
Total Nabilities $1.70 billion

mum of three years. ““We are in uncharted
waters,” he added

The company had Bttie cholce but to
! file for bankruptcy-court protection; with
| hefty interest payments on $1.5 bililom In
debt, It is running out of cash It already
fas missed Interest payments and de
fawted on more than $800 million In unse-
curec debt
PS of New Hampshire had hoped to get
4 15% emergency rate increase to shore up
s finances But the New Hampshire Su
Court earlier this week upheid 2
state law prohibiting the utility from get
ting Increases for Seabrook rejated costs
unti] the plant begins producing power.

ful, sald, “A decade of imprudent inve.*

ment dect fons has finally caught up with

{'ublic Service. (11} now has an opporty

nity to act responsibly and investigate

ways 0 generale power u g hod pule
rees’

Pt

Jank Aaw petitiof” was fied
at 4 pm EST, and the pews was an
pounced after (he stock market closed The
price of the compan § COmMMOn stock,
moepm.rmdummmunm
» share in composite trading on the New
York Sixk Exchange Iis bellwether
11% % debentures, due 2004, closed yester
day al 526.25 per $100 principal amount,
down 8

Unusual Flling

With assets of $2.95 billion exceeding
abilities of $1.7 billion, the bankruptcy-law

PS of New Hampshire's president and
chisf executive officer, Robert J. Harrison,
° said the “filing srill help insure the stabil

/1 ity of the company and its operations while
| an overal] solution s pursued.”
Paychecks Delayed

Under Chapter 11, the company will
continue Its operations while seeking & n
l nancial reorganization. Blectric service o

customers. for example, shouldn't be al
{ected. However, Mr. Harrison sald some
2000 employees scheduled to get pay
checks today won't recelve Lhem though
he company hopes workers will be pad
| pext week
Bécause interest payments on debl usy
ally are suspended during hankrupicy law
L »  PS of New Hampshire will
" gave well over $100 million & year in inter

|
|
|
|
|
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es! cosis
Without Sesbrook and the related debdl,
PR of New Hamrshire s assets constitute
& attractive stility, because of the stale's
AR slectric utility of some kind
wlmmlmmmmumprmod
m.wmmp-wmmu-\n
take 10 emwerge - is unclear.
Mr Harrison estsiated tha! hammer-
S e ) A mir
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el
N il

filing by the utllity Is unusual. The com
Jany doesn't have epough moncy 1o serv.
fee its debt because of the Bmit on Ws
rates. Moreover, its assels are calcuiated
al book value, and Lheir market value Is
probably much lower, because pearly 0%
of the assets are tied up In Seabrook
The compay Is never expected 10 be
allowed by state regulators 1o charge rales
mnmxnmunnnomwnudn
turn on i entire Seabrook {nvestment
More broadly, the utility's filine lsnt
expected (0 have any major effect on wtil-
ties mationwide, industry experts said. Be
cause the company's probiems sre S0
closely reiated 10 Seabrook, "1 don’t ex
pect (the flling) to have reverberations L
(PS of New Hampghire) and oti:er
Seabrook joint owners,” said Peter Brad

ford, chairman of the New York Pubjic
Service

The stock of other utliities with prob-
jems related to nuclear planis could droy
temporarily, but shouM recover, said Paul
Parchiey. an analyst &l Donaldson, Lufsin
& Jenretie -

However, the fling Is lixely 1o be

ly lollowed because, as the first by 2
o @ajot wiility in 1t oruld ae
precedent for any such future

|1 imam of stx 1o nine mooths and § max

lv While 1n some ways the fillng won'l dif

fer from others under Chapter |1, some
unceriainties are arising becaase the filer
s a wtility
Court's Role on Rates

For one thing, it's unclear lo what ex
tent the banknpicy-court judge will be
able 1o set rates. Creditors and stockhold
ers are hoping thal the judge can Increase
rates. which would raise the value of the
company's assets. And Mr. Harrison said
(hat & rate increase will “surely” have to
be a part of any solution lo the company $

But consumer groups and the state are
Hiely 10 oppose &ny Increases Umposed by
the bank 7uptcy court. Mark W. Vaughn an
outside counsel for the stale, said, ~“We
will fight tooth a~d nall 1o uphold the regu
latory process of the state. The (state) sull
has jurisdiction "

Another problem with raising rates is
that PS of New Hampshire's electricity
raies already are arsong the highest in the
country I rates go oo high, corunercial
customers could seek alternative sources
such as generating their own powe: A sub
stantial loss of customers could worsen the
company's condition

Other lega) questions revolve around
geabrook. Ten other New England utilities
own & stake in the long-delayed Dlant. in
chuding New Haven, Conn -based United 1}
jminating Co, with & 17.5% Interest, and
Boston based Easters Utlities Associates
wid 151%

PS of New Hampshire's bankruptcy jaw
filing tsn 't expecied o have an immediate
or direct effect on the cler Seabrook
owners, but it co.d have an Indirect eftect
st some point

The monthly cost of keeping Seabrook
seady 1o run is about §10 mithon, for exam
ple. and PS of New Hampshire s share of
that is about §3.5 miflon. The utility Mr
Harrison sajd the compan; intends to con
tinge paying Ms share of Seabrook s
costs

The bankruptcy court, however, has n
pal say over what expenditures are and
aren’t made 1! the court orders PS of New
Hampshire to stop paying Its share of Sea
brook costs, the other utilities would have
o decide whether 10 pick up Lhe added
costs - which they have sud they don't
wan! o

Other Seabrook owners argue that It's
wniikely that a judge would make such an
order. “Everybody would find W strange
for 3 judge o do thal, because 0% of (PS
of New Hampshire's) assets are sitling n
that unit.” said Donald Pardus, president
of Eastern Udlites

Still. there are ramifications. For exam
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we are golng to

By Larry Tye
Globe Staff

owner
“Th

not pay its bills

Public Service Co. of New Hamp-
shire’'s bankruptcy already has rede-
fined the debate over the Seabrook nu-
clear plant. with critics insisting the i ever bulit.
plant cannot be run safely tf its major

bankruptcy strengthens the

Safety, solvency at Seah

arguments we are going to make” to
keep Seabrook shut. sald Massachusetts
Attorney General James Shannon.

“This certainly distt

ABROOK. Page 23

el
ook

‘This bankruptcy strengthens the argumenits
make’

= MASS. ATTORNEY GENERAL JAMES SHANNON

-from every other nuc power plant

But Public Service officials said open- | |
Seabrook would automatically makg

Seabrook

5 |G
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Safety and solvency
are Seabrook issues

lmnwl
tlnudlrom?.gl

Mumy solveat by lemy ft
chl eoslomers for most
$2.1 billion investment in the re-
actor. “"They force us into bank-
ruptcy because of delays, then ar-
a license shouldn't be jssued
use of the bankruptcy.” said
utllity spokesman Nicholas
Ashooh.

“It's ltke a child murdering his
parents and then asking for mer-
cy because he's an orphan.”
Ashooh added

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission ultimately wiil decide who
is right, and the joser almost cer-
tainly will chalienge that decision
in federal court.

Yet even now, just two days
after Public Service announced it
Is broke, the bankruptcy has

as the two major
determine the fate
of the §5.2 billlon reactor.

The NRC traditionally required
utilities to prove they had enough
money to bulki and ru~ a safe re
actor.jn 19682 however, .. stopped
asking for such prodmun!he
ory that state regulators would en-
sure that utilities had lugh

rates to run

In Public Service s case, & New
Hampohm law prevented that
state’'s Public Utilities Commis-
siorg f[rom letting the utility raise

tes to pay off its Seabrook
dtb? When the state Supreme
.

Court affirmed the law lasi week,
Public Service esecutives sald
they had no cholce but Lo declare
hnkruptcy

“its .ot:gto loow: mighty
mnp ] C does not at
least order an inquiry ' Into
whether Seatrook's owne's ~an
afford to run a safe plant, sad
Robert Backus. an atlorney for
plant opponents. An NRC licens-
ing panel last year said such a re-
view (8 not needed. and the lasue
s now before an NRC loensing
appeals board

Public Citizen, a consumer
group founded by Ralph Nader,
said yesterday it will petition the
NRC to larly eview the finan-
cial qualifications of all nuclear
utilities before and after plants
are licensed

Peter Bradford, a former NRC
commissioner, sald such a change
is long overdue in lght of the
worsening financial shape of
many utilities nationwide. When
the NRC stopped conducting -
nancial reviews It "didn't take
into account that some utilities’
imprudent practices would result
in disallowances (of rate in-
creases) so large that the utilities
would be under severe con-
straints.

“The NRC really has had no
basts for finding Public Service M-
nancially qualified for several
years now,” added Bradford. who
is now serves as chairman of New
York's Public Servic: Cominls-

5!

nd Sen. Gordon Humphrey
RN )nucnhyukedtmrmc
to hold up Seabwrook s low power

license - posaibly for months - be-
cause of the bankruptcy, the Asso-
clated Press reported

But Public Service Co. Presi-
dent Willlam Harrison said a fed-
eral bankruptcy judge probably
will free the utility from enough of
Its debts to ensure that it can sus-
tain its biggest asset: a 36 percent
share of Seabrook. Public Service
now spends about $3.5 million a
month to maintain the reactor,
which is complei>d and has the
first of three licenses it needs to

power

Harrison * ~“knowledged at a
news confe . ¢ Thursday that
Public Service some day may be
forced (o sell its share of Seabrook
But even then, NRC and utility of-
ficials said, anyone who could
spend biillons of dollars to buy
Public Service s share certainly
could afford to pay the much
stnaller operating bills

The main issue holding up -
censing of Seabrook has been lack
of an approved evacuation plan
gov. Dukakis and others say
plans by Seabrook are
unworkabie: the NRC is reviewing
the state of New Hampshire's
plans and will review plans plant
owners drafted for six tommuni-
ties In Massachusetts that are
within the 10-mije evacuation
zone

Supporters and opponents

. however, that financial is-

sues no~ are likely (o assume
equal importance While Public
Service's problems are most pro-
nounced s« ‘eryl others among
the 12 utilitie. that own Seabrook
could be (n trouble soon

o
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Markey challenges candidates
Asks hopefuls to demand if safety was sacrificed at Seabook

By Ray Richard
and Larry Tye
Globe Stafl

Rep. Fdward Markey (D> Mass )
yesterday asked Democratic and
Republican presidential candi-
» dates to join him In demanding an
investigation into whether alleged
dr.d and alcohol abuse among
con.truction workers compro-
mised s2ety at the Seabrook nu-
Crear plant

The appeal came at a Boston
press conference Markey held
with a former Seabrook security
official. who recounted his tales of
plant managers’ alleged lack of
concern about drug and alcohol
violations. The problems were so
bad, sald Peter McKinnon. “that if
it goes online I'm going to Flor-

But Edward Browr), president
of New Hampshire Yankee, whose
company runs Seabrook, yester-

2 day heid a press conference of his
own o deny that drug or aicohol

problems jeopardized safety at the

$5.2 billlon reactor. Allegations in
a 300-page report by Markey are
“nothing new,” Brown said, and
he accused the n of at-
tempting “'to win now in the press
the anti-Seabrook argument he
lost last summer on the floor of

The exchange was generaled
by Markey's report, prepared over
the last 15 months, which
charged that drug and alcohol
abuse was rampant among Sea-

brook construction workers, was
covered up by plant owners and
was ignored by the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission

McKinnon offered graphic |}
lustration of the alleged troubles
yesterday: In one case, a schedule
of his supposedly secret Inspec-
tions was posted on a plant bulle-

. tn board. And when he and his

drug-sniffing dog named Zig-Zag
were scouring the plant, workers
broadcast thelr comings and go-

, Ings over loudspeakers In time to

alert anyone who was drinking or
using drucs

McKinnon, who resigned In

. protest last year alter five years at

““wasinchargeofad

the plant, charged that Brown
and other Seabrook officlals with-
heid from Markey for six months

. word that 810,000 worth of co-

caine had been selzed at the plant

McKinnon sald he spent two
houts describing his concerns to
NRC Inspectors, but never heard
back from them.

Brown offered a different ver-
sion of evenls, saying McKinnon
detection
dog" and was let go from Sea
brock because he wanted to work
as a {ree-lancer bzyond Lhe control
of plant executives. As for McKin
non's charges that plant officlals
were lax, Brown sald, “"Mr. McKin-
non is sadly mistaken” and had
“praised Seabrook's drug
program” at a hearing In Wash-
ington in December ll&

. The Seabrook brss also disput-

ed Markey's report, saying il Is
based on “unsubstantiated allega-
tions by some 35 workers out of
the 35.000 pecple who have
worked at Seabrook station In the
past 12 yeurs ' While he acknow!
edged some drug and alcohol
abuse had been ected. Brown
sald the plant's quality control
system would have caught any de-
fects that might have resulted

“Every bit of work is checked,
rechecked and rechecked again. ™
he sald. becnuoe peopie make
mistakes * Brown sald Seabrook
Is ready to begin operations once
it receives NRC approval of ils
evacuation plans. which has been
held up by opposition from Gov
Dukakis who calls the plans un-
workable.

Markey insisted the only way
(o ensure Seabrook |s safe s to ap-
point an independent. blue-ribbon
panel to review plant records and
check plant work. The NRC could
not be trusted for the task, he ex-
plained, because i had proven re-
peatedly that It Is a “lapdog not a
walchdog "

Aware that New Hamp‘hlni \

presidential/primaries are less
than two weeks away, Markey
called on Republican and

cratic candidates "o
port as a catalyst to f
to appoint a blue-ribbor e
The candidates claim to
of action and mtsunce
oric,” he added, “here
chance to prove it."
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