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UNITED STATES
NUICLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSIOM
WASHINGTON, D C. 20655

May 19, 1988
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The Honorable Joel Hefley
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hefley:

I am pleased to ruspond to your letter of April 7, 1988 in which you forwarded
2 letter ard attached newspaper articles from a constituent, Mr, William Steele,
regarding the Seabrook nucisar power facility,

Mr. Steele expressed his frustration at not being able to obtain information
about a specific date for a public hesring to render a decision on the licensing
of the Seabrook Station, Please advise Mr, Steele that public hearings on the
New Hampshire portion of the emergency planning fssues for Seabrook are currently
in progress and that these hearings appear to be approachin? a conclusion,

These hearings were noticed in the Federal Register on April 21, 1988 (53 FR
13207); a copy of that notice is enclosed.

An Atomic Safety and .icensing Board (ASLE nas recently been established

to conduct public hearings on the omorgont{ planning issues related to Massachusetts,
The ASLB has received aad is currently evaluating for adrmissidility appiroximately

150 contentions filed by the intervenor groups. Although this Boaru has not

yet established a schedule for conducting the hearing, the Board will do so

follawing 1ts avaluation of the contentions. The Board will then conduct the

hearing during which the admitted contentions will be 11ligoted.

After the hearinos on emergency plamninc in both New Harpshire and
Massachusetts are concluded and the presiding Atonic Safety and Licensing
Boards have rendered their decisions, there wiil be a public Commission
meetiny to make the fina) decision on licensing for the Seabrook Station,
Because the duration of the hearings is uncertain, the Commission has not
scheduled their meeting; however, current estimstes arc for the Commission
to have tneir meeting in the Spring of 1989,

Mr. Joseph Delmedico of the NRC Office of Governmental and Public Affairs wil]
contact your office wnen the hearing schedule {s established,

1f we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitatec to contact us.

Sincerely,
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'Vidtor %&e‘le. Jr,
Executive Director
for Operations
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