SEP 16 1988

Docket No. 50-271

Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corporation
ATTN:  Mr. Warren P, Murphy
Vice President and Manager
of Operations
RD 5, Box 169
Ferry Road
Brattleboro, Vermont 05301

Gentlemen:
Subject: Inspection 50-271/88-05

This refers to your letter dated August 26, 1988, in response to our letter
dated June 21, 1988,

Thank you for 2forming us of the corrective and preventive actions documented
in your letter. These actions will be examined during a future inspection of
your licensed p' rgram,
Your cooperation with us is appreciated.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY
WILLIAM V. JOHNSTON

 Thomas T. Martin, Director
J Division of Reactor Safety

cc w/enc):

J. Weigand, President and Chief Executive Officer

J. Pelletier, Plant Manager

J. DeVincentis, Vice President, Yankee Atomic Electric Company

R. Capstick, Licensing Engineer, Yankee Atomic Electric Company

J. Gilroy, Diractor, Vermont Public Interest Research Group, Inc.

G. Storzinxcr. Commissioner, Vermont Department of Public Service

P. Agnes, Assistant Secrctary of Public Safety, Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Public Document Room (POR)

Loca) Public Document Room (LPDR)
Nuclear Safety Information Center (NSIC)
NRC Resident Inspector

State of New Hampshire

State of Vermont

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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Vermont Yankee Nuclear 2
Power Corporation

bcc w/enc):

Region I Docket Room (with concurrences) 9
. Maverkamp, Sectian Chief, DRP

. Grant, SRi = Vermont Yankee (w/concurrences)
. Eichenholz, SRI = Yankee

Rooney, PM, NRR

. Bores, Technical Assistant, DRSS

. Abraham, PAQ (12) (SALP Reports Only)
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© 'VERMONT YANKEE
NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

FVY 88-69
RD S Box 169 Ferry Road Brattieboro. VT 08301 MY

ENGINEERING CTFICE

167 WORCESTER ROAD
FRALINGMAM MASSACHUSETTS Y TD
TELEPmONE R AT R

August 26, 1988

U.S. Nuclear Regulastory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20885

Attn: Document Control Desk

References: 8) License No. DPR-28 (Docket No. 50-271)
b) Letter, USNRC to VYNFC, NVY 88-114, Inspect «: Report
No. 50-271/88-08, dated 6/21/8

Dear Sir;
Sub ject: “lesponse to Inspection Report No., 50-271/88-05

This letter is written in response to ~eference b), which characterizes
some Of your findings as program weaknesses. These items were identified as a
result of a Safety Assessment Team nspection conducted by Mr, C. Andersun on
Apri) 4-8, 1988, at Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Staticn, Vernon, Vermont, and
Yankee Atomic Electric Company, Framingham, Massachusetts,

Information is submitted as follows with regard to corrective actions taken
and/or planned for items identified as program weaknesses.

ITEm 1 The respirator program does not require penetration testing of
respirator filter cartridges prior to ute,

Response

The concerns identified by the inspector regarding the testing performed on
filter cartridges for respirators have been addressed. Based or the information
in the Inspection Report and subsequent telephone conversation clarifications
with Mr, R, Loesch of t.@ NRC, Plant Procedure AP 0505, "Respir.tory Frotection",
was revised. This revision includes a differential pressure tes: for filter
canisters with an upper and lower limit and a filter efficiency ‘est on par-
ticulate filters, The procedure revision also prohibits the re- se of cha'coa’
canisters, These implementea changes are responsive to the concerns i1dentified
in the Inspection Report and wil)l verify the integrity of reused filter units,

ITEM 2 There 1s a lack of aggresiiveness to address deficinncies in pro~
cedures in the Radiation Protection Area.

-—--#r—-*’""”“""‘ﬂ~——'-—.




VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
August 26, 1988

Page 2

Response

This Inspection Report identifies our deliberateness in developing and
izplementing a hot particle procedure as an indicati of & lack of agyressive:
ness to implement corrective action., We agree that i‘ has taken some ext/nded
period of time to generate a final product since we made the commitment at
vermont Yanlee/USNRC meeting held at Region [ Meadauarters in July 1987,
However, it should be pointed out that several activities were ongoing during
that tima frame, including the evaluation of other utilities programs, deve-
Toping a hot particle/skin dose correlation, and assessing Vermont Yankee sveci-
fic data. These efforts allowed us to establish conversion factors = the
RM-14 and the RO-2 to assess potential skin dose problems quickly, Once
completed, irterim guidance was issued to Radiation Protection Department per-
sonnel incorporating all that hzd been learned. A)l significant skin con-
trminations that have occurred during this period were assessed using the
practice described above and tne Varskin computer «oi3, The dose that was the
most conservetive was assigned to the exposure recc.d,

The interim guidance has been replaced by plant procedure AP 0520 which was
issued on August 4, 1988, This procedure formally establishes the skin dose
assessment methodology used at Vermont Yankee, The procedure that addresses
additional hot particle administrative controls has been drafted and will be
introduced into the review cycle shortly; it is expected that this procedure
will be issued before November 1, 1988,

It should be pointed out that we have not had a significant ho! particle
problem at Vermont Yankee, however, should we get into a situation where a hot
particle problem is anticipated prior to finalization of the remaining proce-
dure, we will proactively apply the necessary actions and management controls.

It has always been Vermont Yankee's policy to address i1ssues requiring
corrective actior in a timely manner with carefu)l consideration of priority and
available resources. We recognize that there is always room for improvement and
therefore do not take your comments lightly. We have ¢’ tured a number of
improvements, including procedure improvements, tracking ‘ commitmests and
development of complate documentation packages to close c.t commitments, We
would be more than happy to review these process changes and other issues ‘den-
tified in the Inspection Report with the NRC inspector during his next visit 1o
the site,

ITEM 3 There is & plant staff over reliance on susveillance procedures
to satisfy Technica) Snmecification recuirements without
recognizing their responsibility to identify and correct jroce-
dural inconsistencies.




VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

U.S. Nuclear Regulatoryv Commission
August 2?5, 1988

‘ Page 3
»
Response
The Irspection Keport indicated that a number of init» s have opeen
taken by Vermont Yankee to address this area, Improvement heing made to AP
4000. the Surveillance Program procedure, to provide a cl¢ link beiween

Technical Specification requirements, the surveillance list and the implementing
procedures. Vermont Yankee will perform an independent review of the Technical
Specifications and the surveillance list to ensure the list is complete, This
review will also verify the existence of an implementing procedure,
Additionally, the surveillance list will be computerized, which will allow for
stringent control of revisions to the list,

»
o
%
Our program is based on the philosophy that surveillance procedures should
be written such that successtul completion of the procedure ensures the Technica)
X Specification reguiement has been met. The enhancr-ints planned will provide
> additional assurance that this is the case.
’ . . - .
[TEM 4 Inadequate supporting bases for 10 CFR50.59 reviews.
Response
vermont Yankee has recognized the need to improve written support for
10 CFR 50,59 reviews., Additional training for appropriate personnel has been
provided and further training is planned., The neeu t specifically address the
iteria of 10 CFR 50.59 with jpporting technical rat nale is being emphas'zed
¢ all those per ¢ rming safety p'_‘“ jations., Plant ms igement ] 1 5 tt )
area add+ .~a' attentior including condu ting tt . 3 3)  t¢ @ o e
iesired 1mpor Jeme g are achyeved. The need t 1enerate a pr e =) r Ay
js13ance Q¢ el s for performing 10 CFR 50.59 evaluat ns 1s being pursued Y
yermont Yankee munagewent,
we trust that this information is satisfactory wever hould you have
L ANy qQuestions r desire further information nlease d t he tate ¢ ntact
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