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| ABSTRACT

A fire modeling computer code has been' developed with suf ficienti

flexibility for accurate representations of geometry, ventilation
and other conditions as may be present in cable rooms, control

,

,

rooms, and other enclosures in nuclear power plants. The
computer code is capable of three-dimensional, transient,,

i

i turbulent flow and heat transfer calculations with chemical
i reaction and radiation. The code has a modular struc-ture,

| specifically designed for fire problems.

|
The code employs the latest relevant finite-volume solution
techniques. The code has been applied to a series of benchmark.

problems and a recent fire test problem. This has confirmed the
,

; feasibility of the fire code. considerable further work is
needed to enhance the physical models (to improve the realism of1

predicted solutions) and to validate and document the final code.
Specific recommendations are made for Phases II and III of the
Project.
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1. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

| 1.1 Backaround i

| This is the final report of the SBIR Phase I (six-month) study,
I entitled: "A Computer Code for Fire Protection and Risk Analysis

of Nuclear Power Plants". The study was sponsored by the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC Contract No. NRC-04-87-374)
and conducted by CFD Research Corporation (CFDRC Project No.
4025).

The overall objective of the proposed research program (Phases I,
II, and III) is to provide NRC, utilities, and affiliated
organizations, with a computer program capable of predicting
thermal environments, of postulated fired, inside control rooms,
cable rooms, and other enclosures of nuclear power plants. The
nature of the analysis is doterministic (rather than probabilis-
tic) and the selected approach is "field modeling" (rather than
"zone modeling"). In general, the field modeling approach is
known as the Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) approach.
Typical results of such analyses include three-dimensional,
time-c'apendent distributions of velocity, temperature, pressure,
and ::oncentrations of selected species. Such flow details are
important for: '

1. better understanding of fire environments and their
sensitivity to various geometric and ventilation
parameters of complex enclosures;

2. improved basis of regulatory requirements (such as
those in Appendix R to 10CFR50 and Section 9.5.1 of the
Standard Review Plan (1)); and

3. improved design and operation of complex enclosures and
their ventilation and fire protection systems.

In the past, several field modeling studies (2-8) have been
performed, either with general-purpose proprietary CFD codes or
with research codes at Universities. The purpcse cf the proposed
project is to develop and validate a CFD code, specifically
designed f3r fire modeling problems, by using the latest relevant
numerical techniques and physical models. The code will repre-
sent the current state-of-the-art of field nodeling of fires, and
will be a practical analysis tool.

1.2 Obiective of Phase I Study

The general objective of SBIR Phase I studies is to establish the
feasibility of the proposed approach. For the present study,
specific objectives (as stated in the Phase I proposal) are:

1. Design a code architecture to maximize modularity,
portability, and case-of-use.

2. Construct the basic code by meticulous coding of
selected techniques and physical models.

1



3. Perform check-out and verification calculations.
4. Prepare the final report.

1.3 Results of Phase I Study

The Phase I study has met all of the above-stated objectives. A
three-dimensional, transient fire analysis computer program has
been developed and demonstrated up to the planned stage. It
consists of three modules as shown in Figure 1.1. |

|

Pre-Processor Main |
Module > Code

1

\/ \/

Post-Processor
Graphic Module

Figure 1.1 Main Modules of the Fire Code

The pre-processor module provides the means to set up a problem
in either "interactive" or "batch" mode. It has provisions for
geometric prescriptions of complex enclosures, multiple internal
solid objects, partitions, and multiple inlets and outlets of the
ventilation system. The main code consists of about 20 major
subroutines and several subprograms, so as to maximize the
modularity of the code. In Phase I work, maximum emphasis has
been placed on the selection and implemertation of numerical
schemes, as these form the foundation of the code. The selected
numerical schemes include:

A pressure-based, finite-volume solution method.*

* A fully implicit form 11ation, for efficient simulation
of transient flows.

,

e First and second order accurate differencing schemes '

(the latter is implemented, but not yet tested).
Iterative, sequential solutions of dependent variables.

(Each variable is solved for over the whole calculation
domain (rather than over a plane, line, or point)
before the solution of the next variable starts). |
Use of CFDRC's latest whole-field equation solver with Ie

extended, symmetric links (the use of an officient and )
robust linear equation solver is important for the I

overall computational officiency of solutions). |
Use of modified SIMPLEC algorithm. |e

e Use of dynamic storage and vectorizable coding
practicos.

In addition to the above numerical schemes, the code has |
provisions for the following physical models. '

2 ,

1
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|
I

k-e turbulence model with modifications for buoyancy |e
'effects.

Multi-scale turbulence models. |.

#
e Instantaneous (diffusion-controlled) react,on model

One-step (g loba.1 'inetics) reaction model,. with-e

modifications for tultulence interaction, such as eddy
break-up model.
Multiple-step (;wo or four step) reaction model, with*

provisions for production and reaction of intermediate
species such au CO, C H. , etc. As compared to one-step2
models, a multiple-step model will be more realistic
for fires in small enclosures or in low ventilation
conditions.
Six-flux radiation model; this does not require gases*

to be transparc.t to radiation, and therefore provides
a good basis foi radiation in fire / smoke environment.
Transient heat conduction model, based on an integral.

profile method to calculate heat losses through thick
walls, with proper account of time-dependent tempera-
ture profiles and thermal inertia of walls.

The basic ke turbulance model and the one-step reaction model
have been completed and used in the present demonstration
calculations. Most of the other physical models have been
incorporated into the code, but not yet debugged or tested.
Likewiso, the post-processor module of the code is in its init'.al
stage of development, which sufficed to produce basic graphics
capability of plotting velocity vectors and contours of tempera-
ture, etc., as presented in Sections 4 and 5 of this report.

To verify the developed code, several bench-mark problems have
been simulated. These problems include:

1. Driven Cavity Problem
2. 2-D Plane Flow Over a Backward Step
3. Developing Turbulent Pipe Flow
4. 2-D Axisymmetric Flow Over a Backward Step
5. 2-D Natural Convection in a Sq,are Enclosure
6. 3-D Natural Convection in a Closed Enclosure
7. Shear Mixing Layer (Propano-Air Non-Reacting)

Each of a above problems includes at least one critical
physical prionomenon of typical fire problems. Results of these
simulations have been found to be satisfactory (i.e. in agreement
with benchmark data).

For the demonstration of the code's capability of simulating
nuclear power plant fire problems, the code was also applied to a
recent (1986/87) fire test problem (selected from the fire tests
conducted at the Factory Mutual Research Corporation, under the
guidance of Sandia National Laboratory on behalf of the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission). Reference 9 provides sample data
for three tests using propylene gas as fuel. The test enclosure

3
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is 60'x40'x20' and has a ventilation system with one exhaust and
six inlet ports. Test #4 has been used as the base case in the
present study. The ventilation rate for this case is one room
change per hour. At present, for demonstration purposes, walls
have been assumed to be adiabatic, and a coarse grid has been
used. The three-dimer.sional calculations have been made for 0-6
minute durations. Fire has been simulated by prescribing mass
source of fuel (rather than directly prescribing heat release
rate) and using a one-step chemical reaction model. The initial
results shcw. qualitatively plausible flow distribution. However,
the predicted temperature profile, along a vertical line near the
fire source, did not show very good agreement with the measured
data. To determine contributing fachoc; 'e this discrepancy,
several two-dimensional investigatory calculations have been
performed. It is established that finer con.putational mesh and
improved boundary conditions (e.g. convective and radiative heat
transfer to walls) are needed to improve the agreement of
predictions with experimental data, to a satisfactory level.
Improvements in other physical models are also important,
however, for the selected test case, these will contribute to a
relatively smaller extent. Several additional two-dimensional
calculations have also been made to examine the sensitivity of
solutions to: (a) internal solid obstacle; (b) wider exhaust
outlet; (c) alternative practice of simulating ventilation air
inlet; and (d) increased ventilation flow rate. Results of these
parametric calculations showed physically correct trends, and
confirmed the basic soundness of the developed fire code.

,

1.4 Recommendations for Phase II Work

The work completed in Phase I has clearly established the
feasibility of an advanced state-of-the-art fire simulation code.
To convert this code into a reliable and usable code (i.e. fully
validated and well-documento) code), the following work items are
recommended for SBIR Phase II study.

1. Completion and testing of the physical models (descri-
bed in Section 1.3).

2. S','stematic parametric studies to establish the
sensitivity of results to computational mesh, and
various physical models.

3. Validation of the code against several (at least six)
i

test cases of the 1986-87 liRC/SNL/FMRC experiments. If |
neconsary, additional data from earlier tests (publis-
hed by StiL, llBS, EPRI, FRS (UK) , etc.) will also be
used.

4. Finalization of the code, with emphasis on the case-of-
use, modularity, and portability.

5. Documentation of the code (including all assumptions,
theoretical models, code structure and user's guide).

A detailed work plan with time and cost estimates will be
submitted to liRC in the SBIR Phase II proposal.

4

,

. _ . . - . _ , _, _ , - - _ . _ . . _ _ , . - -



|

1.5 Recommendations for Phase III Work

After the satisfactory completion of Phase II work, to effective-
ly utilize and disseminate the developed code, the following
three activities are recommended to be carried out with commer-
cial and/or non-SBIR government"funds.

1. Incorporation of selected data bank, i.e. physical
properties and models for typical fire sources,
pertinent to nuclear power plants.

2. Enhancement of graphical display of results (improved
color graphics and animation of results) so that the
time evolution of the fire environments can be
presented (and recorded) in the form of movies and/or
video cassettes. Such films (real-time results) will
enhance the general use of results, and will also be
very useful in assessing various safety aspects such as
available evacuation time.

3. Development of technical training and user support
material, and a provision for code maintenance and
necessary enhancements.

For items 1 and 2 above, necessary support will be sought from
commercial organizations such as: Factory Mutual, Ove Arup &
Partners, and IBM. In the past, these organizations have shown
positive inclinations, however, due to the uncertainty and delay
in NRC's request for 1988 SBIR proposals, no formal agreements
have been established.

For item 3 above, CFDRC plans to provide the necessary support
from its internal funds.

1.6 Outline of the Remainder of the Report

Following this Introduction and Summary section, Section 2
discusses the mathemsti;al background of the numerical and
physical models and sulutions procedure. Section 3 describes
calient features of code structure and overall logic. Section 4 '

describes verification test cases and results. Section 5
describes the results of a fire demonstration problem (selected
from 1986/87 fire tests of FMRC/SNL/NRC) and several investiga-
tory test cases to support the analysis of results. Conclusions
drawn from the present study and recommendations for future work
are presented in Section 6.

2. MATHEMATICAL DACKGROUND
~

2.1 Introduction

The fire code predicts fluid flow, heat transfer, and chemical
reaction processes in a three-dimensional cartesian or cylindri-
cal domain by solving a system of governing transient, partial
differential transport equations. Objectives and capabilities of

5



the code have been described in Section 1. This chapter
describoo the mathematical formulation of the selected equations
and the assumptions in physical models and relevant numerical
techniques.

2.2 Governina Ecuations

The general form of the conservation equations is as follows: ;

# + div (pv ) = div (r.rt grad d) +S4 (1)
t

Where 4 stands for general conserved property like the velocity ,

'

components (u, v, w), the enthalpy (h), the turbulence kinetic
energy (k) and its dissipation rate (c ) , the mass fraction of the

and various species concentration C,, All variablesfuel (m go ) , ime-averaged,t rather than instantaneous, values of arepresent
turbulent flow. The variables p, v, and S4 stand for density,
velocity vector, and source term for 4 per unit volume respec-
tively. Finally, r tt is the effective exchange coefficient fore

the transport of property 4 The values for difforent P.cr and S
for different d's are listed in Table 1.

In the present study, variable-density forumulatico is used, i.e.

the Boussinesq approximation in nI21 used. Local density is used
in all convection and source terms. The buoyancy term g(p-
p,,,) in the v-momentum equation implies that the reduced (or
relative) pressure practice is used. For buoyancy-dominated
flows, this practice is known to be superior to the practice of
using absolute pressure (or pg as the buoyancy term) . The local
density, p, is calculated from the equation of state as a
function of local temperature and local species composition.

The following three equations apply to Table 1 and define the
effective and turbulent viscosities and the turbulence generation
rates G, and G :3

v.t r = ut + v1 (2)
,

k2/c and (3)p ,. =c ey

|

pg 2 + +G, -

+ + + + (4)

,g . g y, 2 ,,2

0 X. ..5
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Table 1. Exchange Coefficient (r) and Source Term

(S4) for Different & Variables
!

-

| Dependent Exchange Source Terms
Variable coefficients

,

r S
j

1 o O (Continuity)

a u' a v'
''

E, + aax + a
op

#'ff E,0x #*ffMoff
~

ay
,,

a a u'
'

az M'ff E,
,

op a a u'
'

~9 9 ~ Prer + Heft Ty,y p ~

fr ay ax
,

'

+a a v' & a u'
' '

ay ,"*ff Ti, + 5 ,"*ff 55,
.

'

~R+a a u'
Muff az 0x M'ff E,

,

a P a v' a u'
'

+ y [# t t H, + ogg # tt H,
,

# '''h 4'''# h

''k G, + G, pc

'''
{ G, + G, pce

*''
Ci R

i,

7
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9, av
"p 9 aZ (5)G3

The term G , in the sources of k and c equations, represents the3
buoyancy effect on turbulence (6). This term is incorporated
into the code, but was not activated in the present development /
demonstration computations, reported in Sections 4 and 5 of this
report.

2.3 DescriDtion of Physical Models

The physical models of turbulence, heat transfer, combustion, and
radiation selected and incorporated into the fire code have been
outlined in Section 1. The Salient features of these models are
described below.

Turbulence Model: Two turbulence models are incorporated in the
fire code:

* The k-c model of turbulence (10), with modifications
for buoyancy terms (5).

e The multiple scale turbulence model of Chen and Kim
(11).

The basis of the k-e model has been well documented (10) and the
model has been verified on a variety of nonreactive and reactive
flow problems. It involves solution of two transport equations
for: kinetic energy of turbulence, k, and turbulence dissipation

The source terms for these equations, as shown in Tablerate, c.
1, involve semi-empirical constants which are assigned the
fo.* lowing standard values.

'C = 1.44,i

C, = 1.92,

C = 0.09,p

og = 1.0, and

a, = 1.3

The major shortcoming of the k-e model is its inability to
predict the response rate to changes in main field strain rates. ;

computational study for flows in homogeneous turbulence in the I

uniform shear flow chowed that the k-c model correctly predicted
the asymptotic level of turbulence, but the predicted time to
reach that level was an order of magnitude longer than the
experimental one.

.

|

Recently, several works on the multiple scale turbulence (MST) i
model have been conducted. One of the most advanced ones has
been recently presented by Chen and Kim (11). The MST model sub-
divides the kinetic energy of turbulence into two regions: The i
large scale (or production) region, k,, and the small (dissipao

8
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,

tive) scale region, k. The partitioning, as shown in Figure
i g

| 2.1, is determined as a part of the solution and depends on local
'

turbulence intensity, production, transfer, and dissipation rate.
The partition is roved into higher wave numbers when production
is high, and to low wave numbers when production vanishes. The
source terms for the set of four equations are:

S =G pe,g

S, = p (e, g)g c-

S, C,3 +C p2 G - C,3pe,=

(C
'

e t g

S,, =p (gge, + Cg3<, -Cg3e t k,
, g

1

E pr
%o

O P

.

kp g

(Production (Dissipation
Range) Range)

-- : K

'l
Figure 2.1. Partitioning of the Turbulence Energy Spectral

Density in the Multiple Scale Turbulence Model

The total kinetic energy of turbulence is calculated as the sum
of both scales, viz:

k=k, + k (7)g

and the constitutive equation for turbulent viscosity is

C, p k2/t, (8)=pg

The turbulence constants for the MST model are:

.75; o,, = o,g .75; C, = 0.09; C,3 = 0.21;=o =a =n, gg

C,3 1.24; C,3 = 1.84; C = 0.29; C 1.28; C = 1.66.= =
tt g3 g3

The MST model has been tested so far only for nonreactive flows.
It is currently being verified for reactive flows in conjuction

9



with the eddy breakup model. It is planned to use the model in
the second stage of the project.

Heat Transfer Model: The basic energy equation is the conserva-
tion of stagnation enthalpy E which is defined as:

h = h + \ (u2 + v2 + w2) (9)

The second term on RHS is the kinetic energy and it is generally I
important only for high-velocity (compressible) flows, for the ;

fire code this term is neglected. The static enthalpy, h, is .

defined as: |

h=Im h (10)
3 3

where m is the j-th species mass fraction, and summation is
3

taken over all species within the mixture composition. The
static enthalpy of individual species is prescribed as input or
can be computed within the code based on the JANNAF tables, as:

h = h* +J CpdT (11)
3

An iterative process is required to compute the temperature, T,

from known enthalpy, h, because of the nonlinear relationship
between them.

I

At present, thermal boundary conditions can be either of pre-
scribed heat flux or prescribed wall temperature. An important
addition, to be made in the Phase II of the project, is to
incorporate a transient heat conduction model for accurate
calculation of wall heat losses through solid walls. This model
will be based on integral profile method and has already been
successfully demonstrated in an earlier NRC/BNL study performed
by the principal investigator of this project.

Combustion Model: The principal equation used in the combustion
model is the conservation equation for chemical species which has
the form:

I # "J ) + div(pum ) = div(r.gg,3 grad m ) + R (12)3 3 3at

where m is the mass fraction of chemical species j, R is the
3 3

mass rate of reaction of species j due to combustion per unit
volume, and P rr,j is the effective exchange coefficient for

e

species j

At present, there are two different options considered for the
reaction rate R :3

One-step Arrhenius reaction model; and-

Eddy-break-up model.-

10
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'

The Arrhenius reaction rate for fuel can be written as: )

tu pAMru exp (13)R = -

g

| where A is the reaction rate constant, E is the activation
Mu and Mox are molecular weights

|
energy, R is the gas constant, r
of fuel and oxygen, and a and p are reaction order constants.
This model is mainly used for kinetically controlled chemical;

reactions.

For most of the turbulent flows in which mixing is the control-
ling parameter, the eddy-break-up model of Spalding (12) modified
by Magnussen (13) is usually used. The reaction rate for fuel is
written as:

,

Re, = CR #9h '/k (14)
'

where C is an empirical constant and g represents the localR
mean-square concentration fluctuations, which is expressed
algebraically as follows (13):

M Bm '

og = min m (15)go, s' 1+s ,

where B=4.5 is a constant.

Provisions for more complex reaction models such as two or four-
step reaction models with intermediate species such as CO, C H.,2

etc. are also needed in the fire code, particularly for under-
ventilated and/or small roci fires.
Successful modeling of combustion systems depends on a correct
description of the chemical reactions involved. While the
complete chemical kinetics of C, H, oxidation are not fully
understood, there are models available which are more sophisti-
cated than those currently used in the present demontration
study. One of these is a four-step kinetic mechanism for
hydrocarbon combustion. The results of Hautman (14) indicated

i the viability of representing the C,Ha,,, - aliphatic hydrocarbon
oxidation in a simplified kinetics scheme in the form:i

i

C, Ha , , , * f C H. + H2 (16)

C, H +0a * 2CO + 2H2 (17)2

CO + \ 0 * CO (18)2

H +\0 *HO (19)2 2 2

I

11;
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C H. represents a class of olefinic intermediates. Thewhere 2

above reactions are controlled by reaction rato constants which
are expressed as:

R = - 10 " (fu)* [0 )b (C ll.)* exp (-E/RT) (20) iru 2 a

R = -10" (C lI )* (0 ]b (fu)* exp (-E/RT) (21)c n. a 4 2a

Reo = -10' (CO)* (0 3b (H O)* exp (-dd) exp (-E/RT) (22)2 2

(11 ) * [0 )b ( C,II. ) * exp (-E/RT) (23)Re = -105 2 2

where x, a, b, c, and d are constants which are different for
each reaction, o is the equivalence ratio, E is the activation
energy, and R is the universal gas constant.

In the second phase of the project, various advanced reaction
models will be reviewed again and suitable one(s) will be
utilized.

Thermal Radiation Model: The radiation transport equation for an
absorbing-emitting gray medium in local thermodynamic equilibrium
can be written as (15):

E+ [4,Ida (24)5 . AI, = - aI, + a

where 5 is the unit vector representing direction of radiating
beam, I is the radiation intensity, a is beam absorption, s is
scattering coefficient, E=aT* where o is the Bolzman constant.
A flux model is used to solve the above integro-differential
equation where the flux model is the assumed radiation of inton- i

sity with direction. Assumption of constant I in a quandrant
contored along each (t) coordinato direction results in six
difforontial equations for intensities. Thorofore, this model is |
known as the six-flux radiation model. This model has boon used,
successfully in soveral reactive flow simulations (16, 17).

2.4 Descrintlon of Numerical Procedure

A finito-volume approach based on the modified SIMPLEC algorithm
(18, 19, 20) has been used in the fire code. The code has
provisions for cartesian (x, y, z) and cylindrical (x, y, #)
coordinates. Grid distributions can be non-uniform to accom-
modate finer grid spacings in the regions of steep flow gradi-
ents. Internal solid blockages due to, say, cabinets, cablos,
partitions, etc. are represented by using the "partial porosity"
(or "porosity-resistivity") approach.

12
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The fire code uses a staggered grid practice in the so-called
| "backward boomerang" mode, shown schematically in Figure 2.2.
| The velocity components are calculated at the cell faces while i,

all other scalar variables are calculated at the grid conter.

"*
.i . i

v, ii. , v;;, ,

l
N
%i. i

w2i %-il , , - ti v; ) g. ,j ,, ,36 '
p, g,, _

,

N N N
Ni v;; %+il |Ni-il v ,, , ,

v s t

'* seu,,, q,,

Figure 2.2 Staggered Grid Notation in the x-y Plane

!
There are six types of geometrical boundary conditions that can
be specified in the fire code, i!

Fixed mass flow rats inlets that can account for forced i-

or free multiple ventilation inlets;
Fixed pressure inlets or exits;-

Solid wall boundaries;-

i Symmetry planes;-

Internal mass sources without momentum; and-

Zero gradient boundaries such as adiabatic walls.-
i

Special attention is required for the near wall boundary;

i conditions. For velocities, classical wall functions, based on
the logarithmic low of wall, are used. Near wall turbulence

: parameters, that are based on the assumption of local equilibrium
; between total turbulence kinetic energy and second scale dissipa-

i

tion rate, are assumed. For the energy equation, prescribed wall
temperature or heat flux boundary conditions are used. As
mentioned earlier, in Phase II, a transient heat conduction model
for solid walls will be incorporated. This will enable coupled j
solution of heat transfer between gas and solid regions.

|

Finite-Volume Differencina Scheme: The partial differential
i

; equctions (1) are integrated over the finite volume, and for i

transient calculations, over the finite time interval to obtain !

the descretir,ed equations. A hybrid formulation is used for '

convection and dif fusion terms. This formulation has proven to
j be very robust, but does lead to significant numerical diffusion

!;

13
! (
1

_ _ _ _ - _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



-

of solutions. Therefore, a more advanced (second-order accurate)
scheme, i.e. central differencing with second and fourth-order
dissipation terms, is also included in the code. The second-
order scheme will be tested in Phase II work.

For transient calculations, a fully implicit formulation is

employed where the values of flow variables are taken to be those
which prevail at the current time step (backward Euler formula-
tion). Integration of the partial differential equaitons results
in linear algebraic equations of the form:

+ a d, + SU4 + M* d', (25)a ,d , = a de + a (w nr w

etc. are called "link coefficients", SU and SPwhere a , a, ...,s w
are the linearized sources, M' is the accumulation term, and a,
(diagonal coefficient) is expressed as:

+a + a, + as - SP4 + Mo (26)a, = ag w

Solution Procedure: A set of linearized equations, one equation
for each variable at each grid node, needs to be solved for each )

time step. These equations are coupled with each other because
of the presence of several dependent variables in each equation.
Also, since the original partial differential equations are non-
linear, the linearized equations need to be solved iteratively ;

with under-relaxation. The required under-relaxation and number l

of iterations strongly depend upon the manner in which the |
'

equations are solved. In the present code, the following
practicos have been chosen.

1. Equations are solved in a successive (variable-by-
variable) manner.

2. Each variable is solved for over the whole calculation
domain (rather than over a plane or a line) before the
solution of the next variable starts.

3. Provisions are made for the solutions by:
a) an iterative whole-field (3-D) solver, and
b) Jacobi Point-by-Point solver. l

1

The selected whole-field solver (21) is a modified version of |
Stone's Implicit Procedure (22), and is considerably more I

'

efficient especially for ill-conditioned and non-symmetric
matrices. At least, the presuure-correction equations are solved
by using this equation solver. This equation plays a central |
part (and consumes major computational effort) in the selected
solution scheme. The solution of other variables, such as
velocities, can be equally efficient (depending upon the various ;

versions of the SIMPLE algorithm) by the whole-field or point-by- I

point solution.

An inertial under-relaxation practice is employed for all

dependent variables except pressure. This practice is achieved

14
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by adding an inertia term, viz: I4(d-d*) to the finite differ-
| ence equation in the following manner:

d*Ea d, + SU + I4o

4" Ea, - SP + I4

*where suffix ,n, denotes all cell neighbors, and superscript , ,

denotes the previous iteration value of d. The "inertia term"
,I4, is calculated as:

#
I4 = at I I

where p is the fluid density, VOL is the grid cell volume and
a t, 4 is the "false" time step specified for each dependent
varlable 4 Typically ot is specified to be of the order of
resident time of fluid in a, typical centrol volume. It should be
noted that in converged solutions 4-.d * , and therefore the
addition of the inertia term does not affect the final solution.
In order . ' monitor the convergence of the iterative solution
procedura, the residual errors are calculated for the equations
of all dependent variables and at each control cell, in the
following manner:

< 4, = Za dn + SU - SPd, * - (Ia ) d, * (29)n n

v e c4 stands for the residual error in the equation of.able ,d at point p, and summation is taken over all linkv
c fficients: N, E, W, S, etc....,

The residual errors are used as indicators for the convergence of
the solution. Generally, the sum of absolute values of residuals '

for each variable are required to reduce approximately by three
orders of magnitude. In Phase II, after the experience of
several fire test problems, specific recommendations and built-in

| convergence criterion will be provided.
|

| 3. CODE STRUCTURE

During the process of designing the structure of the fire code,
maximum emphasis was placed on the modularity and the ease of
use. For these purposes, the computer code was divided into
three interconnected modules as previously shown in Figure 1.1.

The pre-processor module provides the means to set up the test
case in either interactive or "batch" mode. It allows specifica-
tion of the geometry, grid, and boundary conditions, solution and
printout control, etc. Provisions are also made in the prepro-
censor for providing physical properties data. The pre-processor
overall structure is shown in Figure 3.1.

15
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INPUT GEOMETRY 3-D |
ASCII AND GRAPilICAL i

FILE GRID DISPLAY

COMMAND PREPROCESSING
PROCESSING

VDU MODULE PHYSICAL
INTERACTIVE

Interpretation CONTROL PROPERTIESINPUT e

e Checkout

OLD INPUT MODULE PliYSICAL
FILE FOR
MAIN CODE MODELS

,

BOUNDARY

CONDITIONS

SOLUTION

CONTROL

PRINTOUT

CONTROL

INPUT FILE
FOR MAIN CODE

Figuro 3.1 Structure of the Pro-Proconsor
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The main code module (Equation Solver) includes a large number of
subroutines, each with specific functions such as treatment ofi

I boundary conditions, grid and geometry, initial field, physical ,

I properties, physical models, solution algorithm and output
control. Major parts of physical models are coded in self- !

contained, modular subroutinos. This module also includes a |
subroutine for dumping the data to files for further (restart) >

analysis and/or graphical post processing of selected flow l

I fields. |

The post processor module is prepared as a separate program that
has ar ds to the data files generated by the main code and the '

pre-f Jessor modules. Graphical display of grid and geometry,
volos my vectors, contours of all variables, and profiles are i

available through an interactive mode in the post-processor.

An overall structure of the main code and the post-processor is
shown in Figure 3.2. Further details, such as functions and
detailed flow charts of all major subroutines will be provided in
the final report of Phase II work.

4. CODE VERIFICATION STUDY ;

4.1 Overview
!

The selected solution scheme and physical models have been used
successfully in many codes, including several written by the
members of the present project team. However, before a code can
be used for engineering analysis, it must be checked out/ verified
systematically for a large number of problems of increasing

.

complexity. This section summarizes the verification problems !

which have so far been simulated with the fire code. [
1

1. Two-dimensional driven cavity flow with different
Reynolds numbers.

2. Laminar flow over a backward-facing step.
3. Developing turbulent pipe flow.
4. Two-dimensional axisymmetric turbulent flow over a

backwark-facing stop.
5. Two-dimensional natural convoction in an enclosed

cavity, with difforent Rayleigh numbers (1085Raslo').
6. Three-dimensional natural convection in an onclosed

cavity (room with hot and cold walls).
7. Shoar mixing layer (propano-air non-reacting).

All cases woro selected because each of them contains at least
one flow feature which is likely to be present in fire problems.
For casos 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 bench-mark data are available for
quantitativo comparisons. Case 6 was performod mainly to check
the codo capability for three-dimensional buoyancy-dominated
flow. This caso is designed to have symmetric boundary condi-
tions such that the calculated flow field can be examined for the
symmotry conditions.

17
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Figure 3.2 Structure of the Main Code
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In the following sections, the verification problems are briefly
described and their results are presented.

4.2 Two-Dimensional Driven Cavity Flow
1

; The driven cavity problem is a good test case for two-dimensional
elliptic flows. In this problem, the top wall of the cavity
moves at a constant velocity while the remaining three walls are
stationary (no-slip boundaries) . The geometry is illustrated in
Figure 4.1. A sample computational grid with uniformly dis-'

i tributed 80 grid cells in the x-direction and 80 grid cells in
the y-direction is shown in Figure 4.1.

Computations have been performed with several grids in the range
of 10 x 10 to 120 x 120, with uniform and non-uniform distribu-

;

tions, for three Reynolds numbers (i.e. Re=100, 1000, and 10000).'

I Results for Re=1000 case are presented in Figure 4.2. The
streamline contours show the expected recirculation pattern with,

a big central vortex and two secondary weak vortices in the'

; corners. These results have been compared to the bench-mark
| solutions reported by Ghia, et. al. (23), who solved the same

problem with 257 x 257 grid points. The comparison between
'

I Figures 4.2a and 4.2b indicate a good agreement. Further
j improvement in =ccuracy is expected with the use of a second-

order differencing scheme (in Phase II). Similar agreements were
obtained at the two other Reynolds numbers.

4.3 Two-Dimensional Laminar Flow Over a Backward-Facina SteD
a

In this case, analysis of laminar flow over a backward-facing
i step with 1:2 expansion ratio was performed. The geometry and

computational grids are shown in Figure 4.3. The computational,

grid used consisted of 120 grid cells in the x-direction and 401

grid cells in the y-direction. The grid was clustered near the
,

1 step and in the expected recirculation zone. The inlet location
; was chosen such that, based on a uniform inlet velocity profile,

the flow is fully developed when it reaches the step.

1
Results were obtained for Re=100 and Re=378. For Re=100, the4

' predicted reattachment length was found to be x/h=2.7 which is
within five percent of the experimental data reported by Armaly,4

j et. al. [24). For Re=398, the fire code overpredicted the
reattachment length by about eight percent. The axial velocityi

"

profiles for both cases (Re=100, 398) are shown in Figure 4.4 and
they indicate good agreement with the data reported in Reference
23.

4.4 Developino Turbulent Ploe Flow

In this verification case, the developing turbulent flow in a
pipe is simulated. The geometry of the pipe is depicted in
Figure 4.5. The length of the pipe, L, was chosen such that the
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flow gets fully developed downstream. The standard k e model was
used to obtain results for Re=5x10s. The velocity profile in the '

fully-developed region is presented and compared to the experi-
.

mental results of Laufer (25) in Figure t.6. The comparison
| indicates satisfactory agreement.
l

l 4.5 Two-Dimensional Axisymmetric Flow Over a Backward-Facina
Step

Two-dimensional non-swirling turbulent flow over an axisymmetric
backward-facing step is considered in this caso, as shown in
Figure 4.7. Results were obtained, using the kc turbulence
model for Re=1.25x105 The axial velocity profiles in the fully
developed region (before the step) and at x/h=2.0 are shown in
Figure 4.8 and compared to the experimental data of S3mimy, et.
al. [26). As shown 'n both figures, the fire code predictions
have good agreement v. 5 the experimental data.

4.6 Two-Dimensional P' Jral Convection

In this veriflestion case, flow in an enclosed square cavity with
differentially heated walls is considered. The geometry and
boundary conditions of the computational domain are shown in
Figure 4.9. The horizontal (top and bottom) walls are insulated

0) while the vertical walla are held at constant(aT/ay =

temperatures,

T=T at x=03
and

T=T, at x = L.

Results were obtained for Rayleigh numbers of Ra=108, Ra=105, and
i Ra=107 Velocity vectors for Ra=105 are shown in Figure 4.10.

Streamline and temperature contours for three dif ferent Rayleigh
numbers are shown in Figures 4.11 and 4.12, respectively. For

| Ra=108, the streamlines are smooth and no distinct boundary layer
can be determined. As the Rayleigh number increases, secondary'

recirculation eddies form as shown in Figure 4.10 (Ra=105, '

Ra=107) and a significant temperature gradient develops near the
valls (Figures 4.12b and 4.12c).

The predicted behavior of the flow depicted in Figures 4.11 and1

4.12 is identical to the benchmark results published in the
literature by G. Deh*ahl Davis (27] and others.
4.7 Three-Dimensional Natural Convection

The geometry and computational grids for this three-dimensional
problem are shown in Figure 4.13. The grid size employed
consists of 30 grid cells in the horizontal x-direct 4 ?n, 10 grid
cells in the vertical y-direction, and 10 in the .-direction.
Boundary conditions are comprised of zero wall velocities and
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_. - _

prescribed wall temperatures and zero heat fluxes, specified as
follows:

Cold Walls: T(x=0,y,z) = T, ,

T(x=L,y,z) = T. ,

,

aWxh=0,z)Adiabatic Walls: =0 ,

oT(x,y;M,2) ,g :
'ay

,

Hot Wall: T(x,y,z=0) = T andi 3 ,

## (*'Y'*"Symmetry Plane: =0 .gg

)
' An in the previous case, the flow here is dominated by the :

buoyancy force. As the temperature near the hot wall (z=0) :
) increases, the fluid becomes less dense, creating a buoyancy f

] force resulting f om density difference. The buoyancy force acts
vertically upward and causes the less dence fluid to rise as

I shown in Figure 4.14a. The opposite happens near the two L
J vertical cold walls because the fluid is more dense, .nerefore it

falls near both walls creating two circulating eddies near the :
4

middle of the room as shown in Figure 4.14b. Since the flow l

rises near the hot vertical plane, it falls near the symmetry |
vertical plane as shown in Figure 4.14c. Figure 4.15 shows the !

3

velocity vectors in two horizontal planes where the flow is;

| directed toward the hot wall near the bottom plane and away from
j the hot wall near the top wall. Figu e 4.16 shows the velocity 6

| vectors in three vertical YZ planes. Near the cold wall, the !

flow is falling as expected while sons recirculating motion is
,

observed in the middle of the room. L

Temperature contours in threer planes tre shown in Figure 4.17. I
The contours in the mid-vertical plane indicate that the hottest i
fluid is near the middle of the room, away from the cold walls.
Figures 4.17b and 4.17c show the highest isotherms near the het !

J.
wall es expected. I

| 4.8 Shkpr Imver Mixina (ProDane-Air Non-Reactinal

In this last verification et se, the problem of turbulent non-
! reacting propane-air jets flo\r was considered. The geometry and

the computational grids are shown in Figure 4.18. The computa-<

) tional grid consisted of 20 grid cells in the radial direction,
J where 5 cells were placed within the inner jet and .15 cells
j within the outer jet. The horizontal x-direction was modeled by

31
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20 grid cells placed uniformly. The inner jet velocity was 53
m/s while the outer jet velocity was maintained at 9 m/s. The
centerline variations in the mixture fraction are shown and
compared to the measured data of Schefer and Dibble (28) in
Figure 4.19. The comparison indicated good agreement upstream
and satisfactory agreement downstream.

5. CODE DEMONSTRATION FOR FIRE PROBLEMS

5.1 Problem Solection

All verification cases, described in the previous section, have
been of non-reactive flow nature. To demonstrate the code's
capability for reactive flows, similar to those in typical fire
problems, the following experimental investigations were consi-
dered as the poitential source for a demonstration problem.

|1. Cable burning experiments conducted by Factory Mutual
|

Research Corporation (FMRC) under the sponsorship of
the Electric Power Research Institute; EPRI Report NP- j2660.

2. Tests for Twenty-foot Separation Criteria of NRC,
|

conducted by Underwriters Laboratory in conjunction
with Sandia National Laboratory; Report NUREG/CR-3192,
SAND 83-0306, 1983. '

3. Tests for fire in compartments, conducted by -the :
National Bureau of Standards; Report NBSIR-82-250, l

1982. t

4. Enclosure Environment Characterization testing for the [Base Line Validation of Computer Fire Simulation Codes,
tests conducted by FMRC, under the guidance of Sandia i

National Laboratories for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory !
Commission; Report NUREG/CR-4681, SAND 86-1296, 1987.

|

Of the above, the last series of tests have been found to be the -

most suitable because the tests were designed: j
(

a) to simulate fire conditions of nuclear power plant
enclosurest and

b) to provide data for the val /.dation of fire modeling j
computer programs.

This test series included 22 tests, however, so far only limited
;data (for 3 ':estsj have been analyzed and reported in Reference

9.

In the following sections, the test eases will be described along
P

|
with the numerical setup, and finally, the results will be |
presented, analyzed, and compared to the experimental results. j

i
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5.2 Test Case Selected (FMRC/SNL/NRC)

Experimental Sctygt The test enclosure has a size of sixty feet
long by forty feet wide by twenty feet high (18 x 12 x 6 meters)
as shown in Figure 5.1. A forced ventilation system with six
inlet ports and one outlet port is used. The inlet ports
extended down through the ceiling of the enclosure to a point
four feet (1.2 meters) below the ceiling. These inlets were
capped with standard, commercially available four-way air ,

diffusers. The enclosure surfaces were instrumented at a number I

of locations for surface temperature, optical density, surface
heat flux, etc. The fuel / fire sources utilized in the tests
included gas burner fires, liquid pool fires, and simple solid
fuel fires.

A total of eighteen Base Line Validation tests were conducted in
the enclosure with no internal obstructions present, while
another four Base Line Validation tests were conducted in a
control room mock-up configuration ,c f the test enclosure.
Initial test results are available (9) fo.r cases 4 and 5 of the
non-internal obstruction case 6, ad case 21 which was a mock-up
configuration test. Test case was selected as the base case
for code validation. Cases 5 and 21 have also been considered for
two-dimensional analysis with the fire code. These two-dimen-
sional analyses will be presented later in this section; cane 4
and its two-dimensional results are described first.

Case 4 utilized a gas burner fire source located near the middle
of the room. The burner utilized was a 36-inch diameter sand
burner. The gaseous fuel was forced to flow up through a base of
loose sand filling the burner body. The nominal peak value of
the heat release rates was measured to be 516 kW. The location
of the fire along with the location of the instrumentation, for
which results were presented, is shown in Figure 5.2. Figure S.2
shows the heat release rnte profile for the gas burner that was
utilized in case 4. The numerical setup of case 4 is presented
in the following section.

Grid and Boundary Conditions: Due to the symmetry of the
geometry of the enclosore and the location of the fire (middle of
the room), only half of the room was numerically modeled. A
relatively coarse grid of 1980 control cells (9 in the horizontal
x-direction, 11 in the vertical y-direction, and 20 in the other
horizontal z-direction) was used. The grid was constructed in
such a way that the instrumentation locations shown in Figure 5.2
would coincide the grid nodes. The ventilation inlets were
placed in three cells located 1.2 meters below the ceiling. Each
grid cell has an area of 0.46 x 0.46 m*, which corresponds to
that used in the experiment. The ducts that are used for air
passage inside the room were modeled by blocked cells above the
ventilation inlets. The three planes of the computational grid
are shown in Figure 5.4.
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The calculations were performed in two steps. First, steady-
state (initial t=0, pre-fire) flow distribution is calculated
with the following boundary conditions.

1

Ventilation inlet mass flow rate of 0.076 kg/sec.
i

e

Exhaust port zero relative pressure (P,m = 0) .e

Adiabatic walls.e

Then the transient analysis is performed with the same boundary
conditions and the fire source modeling. The transient combus-
tien calculations were performed with the time intervals of at =
15 seconds.

Fire Sour:e and Combustion Setup: In the experimental test case
,

considered, the (non-premixed) gas propylene (C H ) fuel was3 3
supplied through the sand burner. A diffusion flame resulted
with a 36-inch base (burner diameter) extending upward to the
ceiling of the enclosure. Experimental data for the heat release
rate, HRR, shown in Figure 5.3, was used to compute the fuel mass
flow rate from the following relation

g , HRR ' kg '
(30)

og ,sec,

10' $/kg is the heat of combustion of propyl-where Qg = 4.58 .

ene.

In the "growth-mode" heat release test, tha resulting flow rate
is proportional to the square of elapsed time from ignition to
teach full intensity at four minutes. The peak value was
maintained for the remaining six minutes, and then full cut off
occured.

In the real diffusion flame environment the heat release rate
will be distributed within the flame zone and will extend up to
the ceiling of the enclosure. The spacial distribution of the j

heat release rate was unknown. It was decided, therefore, to use
a simplified, global one-step finite-rate reaction model for the
fuel combustion in the following form

C H. + SO: * 3CO + 4H 0 (31)3 2 3

Under real conditions, however, at relatively low temperatures,
the combustion process may result in much slower heat release and
several intermediate reactions, producing: C (soot), CO, C H. ,3

CHa , Hz , etc. It should be indicated, therefore, that two types
of inaccuracies will result from the assumed combustion modelt

1. the overall heat release will be larger in the computa-
tional studies than in the experiments. As a result,
the temperature levels may be over-preaicted, and

2. single-step reaction will produce faster reaction rates
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and may result in too large a heat release in the
vicinity of the burner.

For the purpose of the present study, an Arrhenius reaction model
was used to represent the reaction rate as:

a ,' f g''o ap u' a 'p '

n
Rg, = p AMr u W ," RT, (32), g, , , y, ,. ,

with rate constants A = 1.108', and E/R = 18000.

In the second phase of the project, a more adequate multi (two or
four) step reaction model should be used as discussed in Section
2.3.

5.3 Results of 3-D ComDutations
|

Steady-State Results: The steady-state solution depicts the flow
'

distribution under the normal forced ventilation conditions in a
large, empty room with no fuel supply. Figure 5.5 shows velocity
vectors in three planes of the computational domain. Figure 5.5a

j shows the velocity vectors at the vertical symmetry plane near
| the exit. As expected, the flow is strongest near the exit and

shows an upward motion at the opposite side of the room, result-
|

,

| ing from the third ventilation inlet near the end of the room.
j Figure 5.5b shows the velocity vectors in the mid-vertical plane ,

: where the ventilation inlets are located. It can be seen that t
- the air exits from the ports and flows in all directions, '

| resembling four-way diffuser outlets. The same phenomena is ,

i observed in Figure 5.Sc, which shows the velocity vectors in the '

| horizontal xz plane near the ventilation inlets. '

.
,

| Transient _Results: As mentioned earlier, transient calculations f
! vere performed with fifteen second intervals (at=15 sec) for a !

total time of six minutes. Presented results from the transient {
2

I analysis include velocity vectors and temperature contours at one :
J minute intervals. Figure 5.6 shows the temperature contwurs in

i

! the vertical yz plane, where the fire is located. It is observed j
that as early as one minute, the hot temperature starts propagat- -

! ing in the room. For the firrt two minutes, a hot layer is f
observed near the ceiling. This hot layer propagatas and |,

'

descends into the room as time increases to five minutes. The i

i fire phenomena is observed in all four plots, where the flame- ',
i shaped contours are observed above the fire. The temperature, as ;
i expected, increases with time due to the addition of heat, as |j shown in the profile in Figure 5.3. Figure 5.7 also shows the |
| temperature contours in the vertical xy plane at the fire :

location. The same observations made earlier apply to these !

! plots. The hot layer is clearly seen in the first three minutes. }
) The layer descends into the room and the temperature near the
: fire increases to above 330*C at the four minute time. t
1 ?

}
2

I
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Figures 5.8, 5.9, and 5.10 show the velocity vectors in three
vertical yz planes. Figure 5.8 shove the vectors in the first I

vertical yz plane near the fire. At one minute, it is observed |that the air is entrained into the fire and accelerated vertical-
ly upward toward the ceiling, while the flow has no uniform or !

apparent pattern away from the fire. The same phenomena persists {
at the two minute time with a more uniform development of the
flow. At four minutes, circulatory (eddy) motion is observed in
different places of the room, with the biggest addy located near
the exit. The same phenomena is observed at five minutes.

Figure 5.9 shows the velocity vectors in the mid-vertical yz
plane where the ventilation inlets are located. The sanw overall
phenomena observed at the first vertical plane is observed here
(viz the circulatory motion or several flow eddies). The
effect of the ventilation is observed in the first two minutes
where the velocity is directed downward and away fror,the inlets
with the circulation eddies being pushed toward the floor of the
room. At four minutes, the effects of the ventilation disappears
as the flow near the inlets is dominated by the circulation
motions created by the fire and no motion from the inlet ports is
observed.

Figure 5.10 shows the velocity vectors in the last vertical yz
plane, at the end of the room. The circulation motion of the
flow, which is a characteristic of fire flows, is still apparent
and has a more pronounced shape at later times (four and five
minutes).

Figure 5.11 presents a summary plot of the predicted and experi-
mentally measured profiles at a vertical line located at the
symmetry plane of the room close to the burner (the triangle in
Figure 5.2). Results are compared for 2, 3, 4, and 5 minute
intervals.

The overall tendency of the temperatura pattern is similar in
both computations and experimental measurements. At t=2 minutes
after the ignition, the temperature profiles are very similar,
with only 2'c over-prediction near the floor (6' level), and 8'c
over-prediction near the ceiling (18' level). As the time
increases, the profile shape remains similar, but the over-
prediction of the temperature level becomes greater. The maximum
over-prediction of temperature is observed at t=5 minutes, and is
of the order of 30'C. Several factors contribute to the inaccur-
acy. Their relative importance is discussed on the following
pages.

1. crid coarseness: With only one grid cell within the
flame region (burner diameter equal to the cell size)
the maximum flame temperature will be smeared within
the cell. The real flame front temperatures may be as
high as 1200'C, whereas cell averaged combustion zone
temperatures are of the order of 370'C (Figure 5.6).
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The second inaccuracy will result from numerical
stiffusion in the region of high property gradients
(flame zone). As a result, high temperatures will be
predicted in the vicinity of the flame as well. This
explains the largest over-prediction of temperatures at
the six foot level, shown in Figure 5.11,

2. Combustion Model: As discussed earlier (section 2.3),
the one-step reaction model will result in higher
overall energy release and the release will take place
mainly in the burner vicinity. This explains the
higher temperature levels at the six foot elevation,
and higher overall temperature levels. This inaccuracy
can be significantly reduced by employing a multi-

| reaction model.

| 3. Wall Heat Transfer: Thermal radiation is the key<

mechanism of quick energy tranofer between the high
temperature flame and the solid walls (the flame-gas
exchange is less important). The irradiated walls are
then transferring the energy by convection to the

, boundary layer gases. As a result, significant energy
is lost from the flame zonn to all walls of the domain.
Not accounting for radiation, in the flame vicinity, ,

!will contribute to higher predicted temperatures at the
six foot level. In addition, the heat transfer between
the !,rradiated walls and the nearby gas will contribute
to a large vertical temperature gradient. This
phenomena can be observed from experimental data. Lack
of wall heat transfer (by convection and radiation) in
our present demonstration calculations resulted in
smoother temperature profiles, visible from Figure
5.11.

5.4 Investiaatory 2-E Comoutations

To investigate the above-described contributing factors, and to
further examine some of the basic > code capabilities, a series of
two-dimensional test cases were considered. The two-dimensional
setup assumes only one plane in the x-direction while it main-
tains the same geometry .n the vertical y-z plane. The boundary
co'ditions used were the same cs those used in the three-dimon-
sional case. The inlet ports were placed at the came vertical
and horit stal locations as in the three-dimensional problem.
The vent . ion rates were reduced by a factor of 6.1 proportion-

af the room (viz: x-distance = 6.1 meters in 3-D;al to th- v

x-distanc meter in 2-D) and were 0.0125 kg/sec. The fire~

source Wau niuncained at the same locations, and the heat releaso |
rate was reduced by the same factor as the ventilation rates.

The reason for' choosing two-dimensional instead of three-dimon-
sional cases was the shorter computer time and fast turn-around
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of two-dimensional computations. The cases selected include
effects of:

grid size;o

fire in a room with obstacles;e

sensitivity to ventilation inlet, velocity spe nfica-e

tions, and size of exhaust port; and
higher ventilation rates.*

The following sections describo the cases used for two-dimon-
sional analysia and present the obtained results.

Grid Size Sensitivity Study: In this study, two cases were
considered. In the first case, the same grid as in the three-
dimensional analysis, in the yz plane, was used. In the second
case, the grid was refined to 35 x 19 grid cells, as shown in |

Figure 5.12b. A steady-state plus six minutes transient
calculations were performed for both cases.

Results from the finer grid case are presented in Figures 5.13
and 5.14. Figure 5.13 shows the velocity vectors at steady-state
and at four minutes of the transient. At the steady-state, the
air exits from tne inlet ports and flows in all directions with J

the overall motion being directed, as expected, toward the exit.
At four minutes into the transient, the ventilation effects are
overwhelmed by the buoyancy dominated flow, and the firo source
is apparent. The phenomena of recirculation is observed as in
the three-dimen'.ional case. Figure 5.14 presents temperature
contours at one and four minutes into the transient. Both plots
show the hot layer near the ceiling. At four minutes, the hot
layer descends toward the bottom of the room.

Results of the coarse grid calculation show the same phenomena.
Figure 5.15 presents a comparison between coarse grid and finer ,

grid results. For this comparison, the vertical temperature
profiles, at the same location that was used for comparison with
experimental results in the three-dimensional analysis, are
plotted at 1, 2, 3, 4 5, and 6 minutes for both cases. It is
observed that the hot ayer, near the ceiling, is more pronounced ,

in the fine grid case. Also, as expected, the temperature at the
six foot level is lower when the finer grid is used. Both of
those differences make the finer grid results relatively more
agreeable with experimental data. Considerable further refine-
ment is essential. Since the flow is truly three-dimensional,
further grid-sensitivity studies should be three-dimensional, and
should be conducted after the incorporation of improved physical
models, in Phase II study.

.

Fire in Room with Obstacleg: In this case, the same operational
conditions were maintained along with the finer grid of the i,

previous case. Hcwever, an obstacle was placed abcve the fire,
as shown in Figure 5.16 by the shaded aret,
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| A steady-state and three-minute transient calculations were
I performed. Figure 5.17 shows the velocity vectors for the
| steady-state and at 1, 2, and 3 minutes of the transient. The

velocity vectors in the steady-stato are similar to those shown
in the previous case, with a stronger flow above the blockage.
After the fire starts, the flow pattern of the air changes
dramatically, where the ventilation inlet port influence is not
observed any more, even at one minute time. However, two
recirculation regions are formed, one below the blockage and the
other above the blockage, and extend up to the exit. The coldair is entrained into the fire, then accelerated from under the
blockage. Some of this hot air escaper. toward the ceiling,
because of its lower density, creating a big recirculation motion
in the room.

Figure 5.18 shows the temperature contours at the 1, 2, and 3minute timos of the transient. At one minute, the temperature
contours renomble a flame in the middle of the room. However, at
two and ebree minutes, the flame develops and a hot layer is
formed near the ceiling.

Effects of a Wider Exhaust Outigt: The results of the above-
described caso showed a largo recirculation zone under the exit.
To examino whether or not this recirculation region is influenced
by the size of the exhaust port, it was decided to model the same
case with a wider outlet (exit area almost doubled). Figure 5.19
shows the velocity vectors for this case. At the steady-stato,
the same overall pattern of the flow is observed and the of foct
of the wider outlet is apparent by four velocity vectors which
are directed outward naar the exit. Also, the maximum velocity
is almost halved when the exit is widened. At one and twominutos, the offect of the size of the exit diminished as the '

flow pattern resembles that of the narrower exit (Figure 5.17).
As beforo, the wide rocirculation zono persists.
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Effects of Simulatina Ventilation Air with Finite Momentum: In
the above cases, the ventilation air at the inlet ports was
simulated as a mass source, and zero momentum source, i.e. it
distributed equally in all directions. In the present case, the
air was forced to flow vertically downward with finite momentum
(no four-way diffuser effect). A steady-state plus three
minutes of the transient calculation were made. Figure 5.20
shows the velocity vectors for the steady-state, one minute and
two minutes time into the transient. At the steady-state, the
only difference in flow pattern, from that in Figure 5.17, is
observed near the inlet ports where strong or downward flow
motion is seen. After the fire starts, at one and three minutes,
the effects of the ventilation are insignificant and the overall
pattern resembles that of Figure 5.17. '

Effects of Increased Ventilation Flow Rate: To observe the
effect of the increase in the ventilation rate, another two-
dimensional test case was set up using ten times higher ventila-
tion rate. This increased ventilation rate corresponds to that
useo tn case 5 of the experiment (9). The finer grid along with
four-way diffuser effects were used in this case. A steady-state
and three-minute transient simulations were performed. Figure
5.21 shows the velocity vectors for steady-state and at 1, 2, and
3 minutes of the transient. The overall pattern of the flow is
similar to that of the lower inlet rates shown earlier in Figure ;
5.17. However, the ventilation inlets are still observed at one |and two minutes into the transient. Figure 5.22 shows the
temperature contours at 1, 2, and 3 minutes of the transient. At
two minutes after the fire starts, the level of the contours is,
as expected, somewhat lower when the ventilation rate is higher.
6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Achievements of Phase I Studv_

A fire modeling computer code has been developed by using well-
tested solution techniques. As a result, within the short (six
month) period of the present study, it has been possible to
develop, verify and demonstrate basic capabilities of the code.
The results presented in Sections 4 and 5 clearly establish the
feasibility of consolidating relevant techniques into a fire
code, which can be widely used by various organizatiens concerned
with the efficient and safe operation of nuclear power plants.
6.2 Recommendations for Phase II Work

The work completed in Phaso I has clearly established the
feasibility of an advanced state-of-the-art fire simulation code.
To convert this code into a reliable and usable code (i.e. fully
validated and well-documented code), the following work items are
recommended for SBIR Phase II study.

!
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1. Completion and testing of the physical models - (descri-
bed in Section 1.3).

2. Systematic parametric studies to establish the
sensitivity of results to computational mesh, and
various physical models.

3. Validation of the code against several (at least six)
test cases of the 1986-87 NRC/SNL/FMRC experiments. If
nacessary, additional data from earlier tests (publis-
hed by SNL, NBS, EPRI, FRS (UK), etc.) should also be
used.

4. Finaliza' tion of the code, with emphasis on the ease-of-
use, modularity, and portability.

5. Documentation of the code (including all assumptions,
theoretical models, code structure and user's guide).

A detailed work plan with time and cost estimates will be
submitted to NRC in the SBIR Phase II proposal.

6.3 Recommendations for Phase III Work
|

After the satisfactory completion of Phase II work, to offective- I
ly utilize and disseminate the developed code, the following
three activities are recommended to be carried out with commer-
cial and/or non-SBIR government funds.

1. Incorporation of selected data bank, i.e. physical
properties and models for typical fire sources per-
tinent to nuclear power plants.

2. Enhancement of graphical display of results (improved
color graphics and animation of results) so that the
time evolution of the fire environments can be
presented (and recorded) in the form of movies and/or
video cassettes. Such movie (real-time) presentations
are very helpful in general comprehension of complex
flow developments, and can be very useful in assessing
various safety aspects such as evacuation time.

3. Development of technical training and user support
material, and a provision for code maintenance and
necessary enhancements.

For items 1 and 2 above, necessary support will be sought from
commercial organizations such as: Factory Mutual, ove Arup &
Partners, and IBM. In the past, these organizations have shown
positive inclinations, however, due to the uncertainty and delay
in NRC's request for 1988 SBIR proposals, no formal agrooments
have been established.

For item 3 above, CFDRC plans to provide the necessary support
from its internal funds.
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