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Dear Mr, Fay:
SIBJECT: OONTAINMENT LEAK CHASE CHANNELS (TAC'S 63152 AND 63153)

We have reviewed the information you have submitted to date regarding the con-
tainment leak chase channels at Puint Beach 1 and 2, The NRC posfition on this
matter 1s that containment liner weld channels should be vented te the contain-
ment atmosplere durin? the integrated leak rate test (ILRT) to permit the
detection of potential leak paths in the primary containment liner welds.
nowever, 1f you can demonstrate that channels would maintain their integrity
whean subjected to the loading conditifons of a postulated design basis alcident
as well as during normal operation and that the des!son for the new pressure
boundary of the containment would compare favurably wiith the ASME Boiler and
Pressure Vessel (B&PY) Code, Section I1I, Division 1, Subsection MC requirements,
the channels need not be vented,

Based on the review of the information submitted to date, we find that there 1s

not sufficient data to demonstrate that the leak chase channel system can be
qualified as an integral part of the containment liner plate. In order to redefine
the pressure boundary of the containment, we suggest that you compare the ASME

B&PY Code, Section III, Division 1, Subsection MC requirements, item by ftem,

with what has been done in the program, We will accept the request not to veat

the leak chase channels tu perform the ILRT when all comparisons are favorably

and satisfactorily made.

Sincerely

/s/

Wwar @1 H, Swenson, Project Manager

Pro ¢t Directorate I1[-3

Divicion of Reactor Projects - IlI,
IV, V and Special Projects
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Mr. C. W. Fay
Wisconsin Electric Power Company

cc:

Mr. Bruce Churchill, Esq.

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
2300 “ st”ut. “ouo

Washington, DC 20037

Mr. James J. Zach, Manager
Point Beach Nuclear Plant
Wisconsin Electric Power Company
6610 Nuclear Road

Two Rivers, Wisconsin 54241

Town Chairman

Town of Two Creeks

Route 3

Two Rivers, Wisconsin 54241

Chairman
Public Service Commission
of Wisconsin
Hills Farms State Office Building
Madison, Wisconsin 53702

Regional Administrator, Regfon 111
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
O0ffi. e of Executive Director

for Operations
799 Roosevelt Koad
Glen Ellyn, I11inois 60137

Resident Inspector's Office

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
6612 Nuclear Road

Two Rivers, Wisconsin 54241

Point Beach Nucle<: Plant
Units 1 and 2



